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AMENDMENTS

The Committee on Agriculture and Rural Development calls on the Committee on the 
Environment, Public Health and Food Safety, as the committee responsible, to take into 
account the following amendments:

Amendment 1

Proposal for a regulation
Recital 1

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(1) Forests provide a broad variety of 
environmental, economic and social 
benefits, including timber and non-wood 
forest products and environmental services 
essential for humankind, as they harbour 
most of the Earth’s terrestrial biodiversity. 
They maintain ecosystem functions, help 
protect the climate system, provide clean 
air and play a vital role for the purification 
of waters and soils as well as for water 
retention. In addition, forests provide 
subsistence and income to about one third 
of the world’s population and their 
destruction has serious consequences for 
the livelihoods of the most vulnerable 
people, including indigenous peoples and 
local communities who heavily depend on 
forest ecosystems.18Furthermore, 
deforestation and forest degradation reduce 
essential carbon sinks and increase the 
likelihood of new diseases spreading from 
animals to humans.

(1) Forests provide a broad variety of 
environmental, economic and social 
benefits, including timber and non-wood 
forest products and environmental services 
essential for humankind, as they harbour 
most (around 80%) of the Earth’s 
terrestrial biodiversity. They maintain 
ecosystem functions, help protect the 
climate system, provide clean air and play 
a vital role for the purification of waters 
and soils as well as for water retention. 
Forests provide jobs and energise rural 
areas. Their sustainable management 
contributes to their good health and to the 
preservation of biodiversity within them. 
In addition, forests embody cultural, social 
and spiritual values, covering much of the 
land traditionally inhabited by indigenous 
peoples, and provide subsistence and 
income to about one third of the world’s 
population and their destruction has serious 
consequences for the livelihoods of the 
most vulnerable people, including 
indigenous peoples and local communities 
who heavily depend on forest 
ecosystems.18 Furthermore, deforestation 
and forest degradation reduce essential 
carbon sinks and increase the likelihood of 
new diseases spreading from animals to 
humans.

_________________ _________________
18 Commission Communication of 27 July 
2019 ’Stepping up EU Action to Protect 
and Restore the World’s Forests’, 

18 Commission Communication of 27 July 
2019 ’Stepping up EU Action to Protect 
and Restore the World’s Forests’, 
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COM(2019) 352 final. COM(2019) 352 final.

Amendment 2

Proposal for a regulation
Recital 2

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(2) Deforestation and forest 
degradation are taking place at an alarming 
rate. The Food and Agriculture 
Organization of the United Nations 
estimates that 420 million hectares of 
forest – about 10% of the world’s 
remaining forests and an area larger than 
the European Union – have been lost 
worldwide between 1990 and 202019. 
Deforestation and forest degradation are, in 
turn, important drivers of global warming 
and biodiversity loss — the two most 
important environmental challenges of our 
time. Yet every year the world continues to 
lose 10 million hectares of forest.

(2) Deforestation and forest 
degradation are taking place at an alarming 
rate. The Food and Agriculture 
Organization of the United Nations 
estimates that 420 million hectares of 
forest – about 10% of the world’s 
remaining forests and an area larger than 
the European Union – have been lost 
worldwide between 1990 and 202019. 
Deforestation and forest degradation are, in 
turn, important drivers of global warming 
and biodiversity loss — the two most 
important environmental challenges of our 
time. Yet every year the world continues to 
lose 10 million hectares of forest. Forests 
are also heavily impacted by climate 
change, and many challenges will need to 
be addressed to ensure the adaptability 
and resilience of forests in the coming 
decades.

_________________ _________________
19 FAO, Global Forest Resource 
Assessment 2020, p. XII, 
https://www.fao.org/documents/card/en/c/c
a9825en.

19 FAO, Global Forest Resource 
Assessment 2020, p. XII, 
https://www.fao.org/documents/card/en/c/c
a9825en.

Amendment 3

Proposal for a regulation
Recital 4

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(4) Climate breakdown induces the loss 
of biodiversity globally and biodiversity 
loss aggravates climate change, they are 
inextricably linked, as recent studies have 

(4) Climate breakdown induces the loss 
of biodiversity globally and biodiversity 
loss aggravates climate change, they are 
inextricably linked, as recent studies have 
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confirmed. Biodiversity helps mitigate 
climate change. Insects, birds and 
mammals act as pollinators, seed dispersers 
and can help store carbon more efficiently, 
directly or indirectly. Forests also ensure a 
continuous replenishment of water 
resources and prevention of droughts and 
their deleterious effects to local 
communities, including indigenous 
peoples. Drastically reducing deforestation 
and forest degradation and systemically 
restoring forests and other ecosystems is 
the single largest nature-based opportunity 
for climate mitigation.

confirmed. Biodiversity helps mitigate 
climate change. Insects, birds and 
mammals act as pollinators, seed dispersers 
and can help store carbon more efficiently, 
directly or indirectly. Forests also ensure a 
continuous replenishment of water 
resources and prevention of droughts and 
their deleterious effects to local 
communities, including indigenous 
peoples. Drastically reducing deforestation 
and forest degradation and systemically 
restoring forests and other ecosystems is, 
next to a sustainable bio-economy, the 
single largest nature-based opportunity for 
climate mitigation.

Amendment 4

Proposal for a regulation
Recital 14

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(14) The Union imported and consumed 
one third of the globally traded agricultural 
products associated with deforestation 
between 1990 and 2008. Over that period, 
Union consumption was responsible for 
10% of worldwide deforestation associated 
with the production of goods or services. 
Even if the relative share of EU 
consumption is decreasing, EU 
consumption is a disproportionally large 
driver of deforestation. The Union should 
therefore take action to minimise global 
deforestation and forest degradation driven 
by its consumption of certain commodities 
and products and thereby seek to reduce its 
contribution to greenhouse gas emissions 
and global biodiversity loss as well as 
promote sustainable production and 
consumption patterns in the Union and 
globally. To have the greatest impact, 
Union policy should aim at influencing the 
global market, not only supply chains to 
the Union. Partnerships and efficient 
international cooperation with producer 
and consumer countries are fundamental in 

(14) The Union imported and consumed 
one third of the globally traded agricultural 
products associated with deforestation 
between 1990 and 2008. Over that period, 
Union consumption was responsible for 
10% of worldwide deforestation associated 
with the production of goods or services. 
Even if the relative share of EU 
consumption is decreasing, EU 
consumption is a disproportionally large 
driver of deforestation. The Union should 
therefore take action to minimise global 
deforestation and forest degradation driven 
by its consumption of certain commodities 
and products and thereby seek to reduce its 
contribution to greenhouse gas emissions 
and global biodiversity loss as well as 
promote sustainable production and 
consumption patterns in the Union and 
globally, without, however, creating 
conditions of unfair competition between 
the Union and third-country companies, 
particularly in the agricultural production 
and agri-food sectors. To have the greatest 
impact, Union policy should aim at 
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that respect. influencing the global market, not only 
supply chains to the Union. Partnerships 
and efficient international cooperation with 
producer and consumer countries are 
fundamental in that respect.

Amendment 5

Proposal for a regulation
Recital 14 a (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(14a) The Union is highly dependent on 
imports of proteins, which are necessary 
for the development of its agriculture. 
Therefore, it is desirable that the 
Commission propose a protein plan to 
guarantee the Union’s protein 
independence while ensuring that the 
plan does not contribute to global 
deforestation.

Amendment 6

Proposal for a regulation
Recital 18

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(18) As a member of World Trade 
Organisation (WTO), the Union is 
committed to promoting a universal, rule-
based, open, transparent, predictable, 
inclusive, non-discriminatory and equitable 
multilateral trading system under the 
WTO, as well as an open, sustainable, and 
assertive trade policy. The scope of this 
Regulation will therefore include both 
commodities and products produced within 
the Union and commodities and products 
imported to the Union.

(18) As a member of World Trade 
Organisation (WTO), the Union is 
committed to promoting a universal, rule-
based, open, transparent, predictable, 
inclusive, non-discriminatory and equitable 
multilateral trading system under the 
WTO, as well as an open, sustainable, and 
assertive trade policy. The scope of this 
Regulation will therefore include both 
commodities and products produced within 
the Union and commodities and products 
imported to the Union. This Regulation 
should accordingly comply with WTO 
rules, and the measures set out in it 
should not be more trade-restrictive than 
necessary to fulfil its legitimate objective.
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Amendment 7

Proposal for a regulation
Recital 19

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(19) This Regulation also follows the 
Commission’s Communication on “An 
Open, Sustainable and Assertive Trade 
Policy”38 which stated that with new 
internal and external challenges and more 
particularly a new, more sustainable 
growth model as defined by the European 
Green Deal and the European Digital 
Strategy, the EU needs a new trade policy 
strategy –one that will support achieving 
its domestic and external policy objectives 
and promote greater sustainability in line 
with its commitment of fully implementing 
the UN Sustainable Development Goals. 
Trade policy must play its full role in the 
recovery from the COVID-19 pandemic 
and in the green and digital transformations 
of the economy and towards building a 
more resilient Europe in the world.

(19) This Regulation also follows the 
Commission’s Communication on “An 
Open, Sustainable and Assertive Trade 
Policy”38 which stated that with new 
internal and external challenges and more 
particularly a new, more sustainable 
growth model as defined by the European 
Green Deal and the European Digital 
Strategy, the EU needs a new trade policy 
strategy –one that will support achieving 
its domestic and external policy objectives 
and promote greater sustainability and 
uphold human rights in line with its 
commitment of fully implementing the UN 
Sustainable Development Goals. Trade 
policy must play its full role in the 
recovery from the COVID-19 pandemic 
and in the green and digital transformations 
of the economy and towards building a 
more resilient Europe in the world.

_________________ _________________
38 Communication from the Commission to 
the European Parliament, the Council, the 
European, Economic and Social 
Committee and the Committee of the 
Regions, Trade Policy Review - An Open, 
Sustainable and Assertive Trade Policy, 
COM(2021) 66 final, 18 February 2021.

38 Communication from the Commission to 
the European Parliament, the Council, the 
European, Economic and Social 
Committee and the Committee of the 
Regions, Trade Policy Review - An Open, 
Sustainable and Assertive Trade Policy, 
COM(2021) 66 final, 18 February 2021.

Amendment 8

Proposal for a regulation
Recital 21

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(21) The Commission should continue 
to work in partnership with producer 

(21) The Commission should continue 
to work in partnership with producer 



PE719.797v04-00 8/29 AD\1255473EN.docx

EN

countries, and more generally in 
cooperation with international 
organisations and bodies, and should be 
reinforcing its support and incentives with 
regard to protecting forests and transition 
to deforestation-free production, 
acknowledging the role of indigenous 
people, improving governance and land 
tenure, increasing law enforcement and 
promoting sustainable forest management, 
climate-resilient agriculture, sustainable 
intensification and diversification, agro-
ecology and agroforestry. In doing so it 
should acknowledge the role of indigenous 
people in protecting forests. Building upon 
the experience and lessons learned in the 
context of the already existing initiatives, 
the Union and the Member States should 
work in partnership with producer 
countries, upon their request, to exploit the 
multi-functionalities of forest, support 
them in the transition to sustainable forest 
management, and address global 
challenges while meeting local needs and 
paying attention to the challenges faced by 
smallholders in line with the 
Communication to Stepping up Action to 
Protect and Restore the World’s Forests. 
The partnership approach should help 
producer countries in protecting, restoring 
and sustainably using forest, hence 
contributing to the objective of this 
Regulation to reduce deforestation and 
forest degradation.

countries, and more generally in 
cooperation with international 
organisations, local civil society and 
bodies, and should be reinforcing 
its support and incentives with regard to 
protecting forests and transition 
to deforestation-free production, 
acknowledging the role of indigenous 
people and local communities, improving 
governance and land tenure, increasing law 
enforcement and promoting sustainable 
forest management, climate-resilient 
agriculture, sustainable intensification 
and diversification, agro-ecology and 
agroforestry. In doing so it 
should acknowledge the role of indigenous 
people and local communities in 
protecting forests. Building upon the 
experience and lessons learned in the 
context of the already existing initiatives, 
the Union and the Member States should 
work in partnership with producer 
countries, upon their request, to exploit the 
multi-functionalities of forest, support 
them in the transition to sustainable forest 
management, and address global 
challenges while meeting local needs and 
paying attention to the challenges faced by 
smallholders and giving them support in 
line with the Communication to 
Stepping up Action to Protect and Restore 
the World’s Forests. The 
partnership approach should help producer 
countries in protecting, restoring 
and sustainably using forest, hence 
contributing to the objective of this 
Regulation to reduce deforestation and 
forest degradation. The Commission 
should ensure a level playing field as well 
as a better common understanding of 
non-deforestation supply chains to 
increase supply chain transparency and 
minimise the risk of deforestation and 
forest degradation. 

Amendment 9

Proposal for a regulation
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Recital 26

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(26) The definition of “deforestation-
free” should be sufficiently broad to cover 
both deforestation and forest degradation, 
it should provide legal clarity, and it should 
be measurable based on quantitative, 
objective and internationally recognised 
data.

(26) The definition of “deforestation-
free” should be sufficiently broad to cover 
both deforestation and forest degradation, 
it should provide legal clarity and 
predictability and it should be measurable 
based on quantitative, objective and 
internationally recognised data. Definitions 
in this Regulation should also take into 
account the proportionality of the 
requirements, as well as appropriate 
measures to be taken by companies in line 
with their degree of responsibility for the 
impact.

Amendment 10

Proposal for a regulation
Recital 29

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(29) Obligations concerning relevant 
commodities and products should be laid 
down by this Regulation in order to 
effectively combat deforestation, forest 
degradation, and to promote deforestation-
free supply chains.

(29) Obligations concerning relevant 
commodities and products should be laid 
down by this Regulation in order to 
effectively combat deforestation, forest 
degradation, and to promote deforestation-
free supply chains. Those obligations 
should also ensure the protection of 
human rights recognised under 
international law, in particular under 
treaties and other instruments ratified or 
endorsed by the country of production 
and should furthermore maintain a level 
playing field and address any unfair 
conditions of competition between the 
Union and third-country companies 
selling products on the internal market.

Amendment 11

Proposal for a regulation
Recital 53 a (new)
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Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(53a) In order to facilitate the access to 
factual, reliable and updated information 
on deforestation to operators, Member 
States´ authorities, interested third 
countries´ authorities and relevant 
stakeholders, the Commission should 
establish a platform for deforestation 
information exchange covering forest 
areas worldwide, featuring a range of 
tools to enable all parties to quickly move 
towards no-deforestation across supply 
chains. The platform should include 
thematic maps, a land cover map with a 
time series visualisation from 2015, and a 
range of map classes allowing to 
determine landscape composition. The 
platform should also provide an alert 
system, relying upon a monthly 
monitoring of forest cover change, and a 
range of analyses as well as user-friendly 
and secured outputs, depicting how supply 
chains are linked to deforestation. In 
order to foster the use of the most 
accurate and timely information, to 
develop risk assessment and risk analyses, 
to improve checks on declarations and 
countries benchmarking, whilst 
developing a cooperative approach, the 
platform should be made available to all 
relevant stakeholders. The platform 
should use satellite imagery, including 
Copernicus Sentinel, which has the 
capability to provide the factual, reliable 
and updated information required, whilst 
ensuring Union´s strategic autonomy in 
the provision of data.

Justification

A digital Platform using satellite imagery from Earth observational tools, including from 
Copernicus, should be developed by the European Commission to provide a robust set of 
credible information and evidence on the deforestation situation in specific regions, and help 
all parties involved to implement the scheme in a pragmatic and non bureaucratic way. 
Mobilizing modern technologies would allow a smooth, evidence based implementation of the 
Regulation with more efficiency and major simplifications.
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Amendment 12

Proposal for a regulation
Article 1 – paragraph 1 – point b

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(b) reducing the European Union’s 
contribution to greenhouse gas emissions 
and global biodiversity loss.

(b) reducing the European Union’s 
contribution to greenhouse gas emissions 
and global biodiversity loss caused by 
deforestation.

Amendment 13

Proposal for a regulation
Article 1 – paragraph 1 a (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

1a. This Regulation shall take into 
account the specificity of each relevant 
commodity regarding its production 
chain.

Amendment 14

Proposal for a regulation
Article 2 – paragraph 1 – point 1

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(1) ‘deforestation’ means the 
conversion of forest to agricultural use, 
whether human-induced or not;

(1) ‘deforestation’ means the 
conversion of forest to other land use 
which would decrease the carbon 
sequestration of the land, whether human-
induced or not;

Amendment 15

Proposal for a regulation
Article 2 – paragraph 1 – point 6

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(6) ‘forest degradation’ means 
harvesting operations that are not 

(6) ’forest degradation’ means forest 
management operations that are not 
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sustainable and cause a reduction or loss of 
the biological or economic productivity 
and complexity of forest ecosystems, 
resulting in the long-term reduction of the 
overall supply of benefits from forest, 
which includes wood, biodiversity and 
other products or services;

sustainable and that cause a significant or 
irreversible reduction or loss of the 
biological or economic productivity and 
complexity of forest ecosystems, resulting 
in the long-term reduction, over a period of 
time longer than one forest rotation, 
where relevant, of the overall supply of 
benefits from forests, which includes 
wood, biodiversity and other products or 
services, and including, where after final 
felling, the site is not regenerated through 
appropriate tree planting, seeding or 
natural regeneration, or a combination of 
these, in line with the practices set out in 
approved forest management plans where 
applicable;

Amendment 16

Proposal for a regulation
Article 2 – paragraph 1 – point 7

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(7) ‘sustainable harvesting operations’ 
means harvesting that is carried out 
considering maintenance of soil quality and 
biodiversity with the aim of minimising 
negative impacts, in a way that avoids 
harvesting of stumps and roots, 
degradation of primary forests or their 
conversion into plantation forests, and 
harvesting on vulnerable soils; minimises 
large clear-cuts and ensures locally 
appropriate thresholds for deadwood 
extraction and requirements to use logging 
systems that minimise impacts on soil 
quality, including soil compaction, and on 
biodiversity features and habitats;

(7) ‘sustainable harvesting operations’ 
means harvesting that is carried out in the 
context of sustainable forest management 
or considering maintenance of soil quality 
and biodiversity with the aim of 
minimising negative impacts, in a way that 
avoids harvesting of stumps and roots, 
degradation of primary forests or their 
conversion into plantation forests, and 
harvesting on vulnerable soils; minimises 
large clear-cuts and ensures locally 
appropriate thresholds for deadwood 
extraction and requirements to use logging 
systems that minimise impacts on soil 
quality, including soil compaction, and on 
biodiversity features and habitats;

Amendment 17

Proposal for a regulation
Article 2 – paragraph 1 – point 8 – point a
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Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(a) that the relevant commodities and 
products, including those used for or 
contained in relevant products, were 
produced on land that has not been subject 
to deforestation after December 31, 2020, 
and

(a) that the relevant commodities and 
products, including those used for or 
contained in relevant products, were 
produced on land that has not been subject 
to deforestation after December 31, 2019, 
and

Amendment 18

Proposal for a regulation
Article 2 – paragraph 1 – point 8 – point b

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(b) that the wood has been harvested 
from the forest without inducing forest 
degradation after December 31, 2020;

(b) that the wood has been harvested 
from the forest without inducing forest 
degradation after December 31, 2019;

Amendment 19

Proposal for a regulation
Article 2 – paragraph 1 – point 9

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(9) ‘produced’ means grown, 
harvested, raised, fed from or obtained on 
relevant plot of land;

(9) ‘produced’ means grown, 
harvested, raised or fed from or obtained 
on relevant plots of land along the 
production or livestock rearing process;

Amendment 20

Proposal for a regulation
Article 3 – paragraph 1 – point b

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(b) they have been produced in 
accordance with the relevant legislation of 
the country of production; and

(b) they have been produced in 
accordance with the relevant legislation of 
the country of production, or as defined in 
Article 2(28) of this Regulation, and 
without any violation of human rights 
along the supply chain; and
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Amendment 21

Proposal for a regulation
Article 4 – paragraph 6

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

6. Operators that have received new 
information, including substantiated 
concerns, that the relevant commodity or 
product that they have already placed on 
the market is not in conformity with the 
requirements of this Regulation shall 
immediately inform the competent 
authorities of the Member States in which 
they placed the relevant commodity or 
product on the market. In the case of 
exports from the Union market, the 
operators shall inform the competent 
authority of Member State which is the 
country of production.

6. Operators that have received new 
relevant information, including 
substantiated concerns, that the relevant 
commodity or product that they have 
already placed on the market is not in 
conformity with the requirements of this 
Regulation shall immediately inform the 
competent authorities of the Member States 
in which they placed the relevant 
commodity or product on the market. In 
the case of exports from the Union market, 
the operators shall inform the competent 
authority of Member State which is the 
country of production.

Amendment 22

Proposal for a regulation
Article 6 – paragraph 2 – point a a (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(aa) the reference number of the due 
diligence statement or statements assigned 
by the information system referred to in 
Article 31 in relation to all the relevant 
commodities or products that have been 
supplied to them;

Amendment 23

Proposal for a regulation
Article 6 – paragraph 4

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

4. Traders which are SMEs that have 
received new information, including 
substantiated concerns, that the relevant 
commodity or product that they have 

4. Traders which are SMEs that have 
received new relevant information, 
including substantiated concerns, that the 
relevant commodity or product that they 
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already made available on the market is not 
in conformity with the requirements of this 
Regulation shall immediately inform the 
competent authorities of the Member States 
in which they made available the relevant 
commodity or product on the market.

have already made available on the market 
is not in conformity with the requirements 
of this Regulation shall immediately 
inform the competent authorities of the 
Member States in which they made 
available the relevant commodity or 
product on the market.

Amendment 24

Proposal for a regulation
Article 7 – paragraph 1

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

In case a natural or legal person established 
outside the Union places on the Union 
market relevant commodities and products, 
the first natural or legal person established 
in the Union who buys or takes possession 
of such relevant commodities and products 
shall be considered operator within the 
meaning of this Regulation.

In case a natural or legal person established 
outside the Union places on the Union 
market relevant commodities and products, 
which meet the requisite conditions, the 
first natural or legal person established in 
the Union who buys or takes possession of 
such relevant commodities and products 
shall be considered operator within the 
meaning of this Regulation.

Amendment 25

Proposal for a regulation
Article 8 – paragraph 2 – introductory part

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

2. For the purposes of this Regulation, 
the due diligence shall include:

2. For the purposes of this Regulation, 
the due diligence system shall include:

Amendment 26

Proposal for a regulation
Article 9 – paragraph 1 – introductory part

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

1. Operators shall collect information, 
documents and data demonstrating that the 
relevant commodities and products are 
compliant with Article 3. For this purpose, 

1. Operators shall collect information, 
documents and data demonstrating that the 
relevant commodities and products are 
compliant with Article 3, taking into 
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the operator shall collect, organise and 
keep for 5 years the following information 
relating to the relevant commodities or 
products, supported by evidence:

account their compatibility and 
compliance with local legislation. For this 
purpose, the operator shall collect, organise 
and keep for 5 years the following 
information relating to the relevant 
commodities or products, supported by 
evidence:

Amendment 27

Proposal for a regulation
Article 9 – paragraph 1 – point d

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(d) geo-localisation coordinates, 
latitude and longitude of all plots of land 
where the relevant commodities and 
products were produced, as well as date or 
time range of production;

(d) geo-localisation coordinates, 
latitude and longitude of all plots of land 
where the relevant commodities and 
products were produced, as well as date or 
time range of production; with regard to 
cattle, operators shall collect all the 
necessary information linking the actual 
identification and traceability 
information;

Amendment 28

Proposal for a regulation
Article 9 – paragraph 1 – point g

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(g) adequate and verifiable information 
that the relevant commodities and products 
are deforestation-free;

(g) adequate and verifiable information 
that the relevant commodities and products 
are deforestation-free, including 
information provided by the platform 
established under Article 18a;

Amendment 29

Proposal for a regulation
Article 9 – paragraph 1 – point h

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(h) adequate and verifiable information (h) adequate and verifiable information 
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that the production has been conducted in 
accordance with relevant legislation of the 
country of production, including any 
arrangement conferring the right to use the 
respective area for the purposes of the 
production of the relevant commodity;

throughout the supply chain ensuring that 
the production has been conducted in 
accordance with relevant legislation of the 
country of production, including any 
arrangement conferring the right to use the 
respective area for the purposes of the 
production of the relevant commodity;

Amendment 30

Proposal for a regulation
Article 9 – paragraph 1 a (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

1a. The information referred to in 
paragraph 1 shall be without prejudice to 
legislation on confidentiality and 
professional secrecy.

Amendment 31

Proposal for a regulation
Article 10 – paragraph 2 – point c

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(c) prevalence of deforestation or 
forest degradation in the country, region 
and area of production of the relevant 
commodity or product;

(c) prevalence of deforestation or 
forest degradation in the country, region 
and area of production of the relevant 
commodity or product, taking into account 
the information provided by the platform 
established under Article 18a;

Justification

Certain units of commodities/products may not be directly linked to a certain location. It 
would be more feasible if supply chains contained the information on origin.

Amendment 32

Proposal for a regulation
Article 10 – paragraph 2 – point f
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Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(f) the complexity of the relevant 
supply chain, in particular difficulties in 
connecting commodities and/or products to 
the plot of land where they were produced;

(f) the complexity of the relevant 
supply chain, in particular difficulties in 
connecting the supply chain commodities 
and/or products to the plot of land where 
they were produced;

Justification

Evidence through the due diligence system that the material for the product or commodity 
that has entered to the production chain has not caused deforestation following the 
requirements of the competition legislation demonstrating that exact geo localization 
coordinates of plot of lands can only be known by the first operator in the chain;

Amendment 33

Proposal for a regulation
Article 11 – title

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

Maintenance of due diligence systems and 
record keeping

Due diligence system development, 
maintenance and record keeping

Justification

The amendment seeks to put a stronger emphasis on this requirement that operators must 
have in place and without which they can be penalised.

Amendment 34

Proposal for a regulation
Article 11 – paragraph 1

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

1. In order to exercise due diligence in 
accordance with Article 8, operators shall 
establish and keep up to date a due 
diligence system to ensure that they can 
guarantee compliance with the 
requirements set out in Article 3(a) and (b). 
The due diligence system shall be 
reviewed at least once a year and if 
necessary adapted to and accounting for 

1. In order to exercise due diligence in 
accordance with Article 8, operators shall 
establish and keep up to date a due 
diligence system to ensure that they can 
guarantee compliance with the 
requirements set out in Article 3(a) and (b). 
That system shall be implemented on the 
basis of the ´think small first´ principle 
and shall not entail excessive 
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new developments which may influence 
the exercise of due diligence. Operators 
shall keep record of updates in the due 
diligence system(s) for 5 years.

administrative or financial burdens for 
SMEs and very small enterprises (VSEs). 

Justification

The deleted text is included under "Maintenance and record keeping"

Amendment 35

Proposal for a regulation
Article 11 – paragraph 1 a (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

1a. The due diligence system shall be 
reviewed at least once a year and, if 
necessary, adapted to, and accounting for, 
new developments which may influence 
the exercise of due diligence. Operators 
shall keep record of updates in the due 
diligence system(s) for five years.

Amendment 36

Proposal for a regulation
Article 12 – paragraph 2

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

2. However, if the operator obtains or 
is made aware of any information that 
would point to a risk that the relevant 
commodities and products may not fulfil 
the requirements of this Regulation, all 
obligations of Article 9 and 10 have to be 
fulfilled.

2. However, if the operator obtains or 
is made aware of any relevant information 
that would point to a risk that the relevant 
commodities and products may not fulfil 
the requirements of this Regulation, all 
obligations of Article 9 and 10 have to be 
fulfilled.

Amendment 37

Proposal for a regulation
Article 14 – paragraph 9
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Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

9. Each Member State shall ensure 
that the annual checks carried out by their 
competent authorities cover at least 5% of 
the operators placing, making available on 
or exporting from the Union market each 
of the relevant commodities on their 
market as well as 5% of the quantity of 
each of the relevant commodities placed or 
made available on or exported from their 
market.

9. Each Member State shall ensure 
that the annual checks carried out by their 
competent authorities according to the 
risk-based approach cover both operators 
that are placing, making available on or 
exporting from the Union market each of 
the relevant commodities on their market 
as well as the quantity of each of the 
relevant commodities placed or made 
available on or exported from their market. 

Justification

Having an inflexible minimum level of checks undermines the risk-based approach, and 
consequently the efficiency of the enforcement. This also allows the competent authorities in 
Member States to focus on products and operators with the highest risk.

Amendment 38

Proposal for a regulation
Article 15 – paragraph 1 – point h

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(h) spot checks, including field audits, 
including where appropriate in third 
countries through cooperation with the 
administrative authorities of third 
countries.

(h) spot checks, including field audits, 
including where appropriate in third 
countries through cooperation with the 
administrative authorities of third 
countries; those on-the-spot checks shall 
be carried out without an increase in 
bureaucracy and without hampering the 
various trade agreements.

Amendment 39

Proposal for a regulation
Article 18 a (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

Article 18a
Technological tools for information 

collection



AD\1255473EN.docx 21/29 PE719.797v04-00

EN

The Commission shall establish a 
platform using satellite imagery, 
including Copernicus Sentinel, covering 
forest areas worldwide, and featuring 
tools to enable all parties to quickly move 
towards no-deforestation across supply 
chains. The platform shall provide:
(a) thematic maps, including a land 
cover map with a time series visualisation 
from 2015 and a range of map classes 
allowing to appreciate landscape 
composition;
(b) an alert system, relying upon a 
monthly monitoring of forest cover 
change;
(c) a range of analyses and user-
friendly and secured outputs, depicting 
how supply chains are linked to 
deforestation.
The platform shall be made available to 
Member State authorities, interested third 
countries authorities, operators and 
traders, in order to foster the use of the 
most accurate and timely information, 
and develop a cooperative approach with 
all interested parties.

Justification

A digital platform using satellite imagery from Earth observational tools, including from 
Copernicus, should be developed by the Commission to provide a robust set of credible 
information and evidence on the deforestation situation in specific regions, and help all 
parties involved to implement the scheme in a pragmatic and non bureaucratic way. 
Mobilising modern technologies would allow a smooth, fact-based implementation of the 
Regulation with more efficiency and major simplifications.

Amendment 40

Proposal for a regulation
Article 20 – title

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

Enhanced scrutiny Increased controls according to risk



PE719.797v04-00 22/29 AD\1255473EN.docx

EN

Amendment 41

Proposal for a regulation
Article 22 – paragraph 1

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

1. Without prejudice to Article 23, 
where competent authorities establish that 
an operator or trader has not complied with 
its obligations under this Regulation or that 
a relevant commodity or product is not 
compliant with this Regulation, they shall 
without delay require the relevant operator 
or trader to take appropriate and 
proportionate corrective action to bring the 
non-compliance to an end.

1. Without prejudice to Article 23, 
where competent authorities establish that 
an operator or trader has not complied with 
its obligations under this Regulation or that 
a relevant commodity or product is not 
compliant with this Regulation, they shall 
without delay require the relevant operator 
or trader to take appropriate and 
proportionate corrective action to bring the 
non-compliance to an end, both for the 
relevant commodities or products 
concerned and all others with the same 
risk profile.

Justification

The situation provided for in this paragraph should take account of the fact that, although 
checks are carried out on a given consignment, it is usually the case that there are more 
consignments in the same situation, even if they have not been checked.

Amendment 42

Proposal for a regulation
Article 22 – paragraph 2 – introductory part

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

2. For the purposes of paragraph 1, the 
corrective action required to be taken by 
the operator or trader shall include at least 
one or more of the following:

2. For the purposes of paragraph 1, the 
corrective action required to be taken by 
the operator or trader shall include at least 
one of the following:

Amendment 43

Proposal for a regulation
Article 22 – paragraph 2 – point d

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(d) destroying the relevant commodity (d) donating the relevant commodity 
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or product or donating it to charitable or 
public interest purposes.

or product to charitable or public interest 
purposes or destroying it;

Amendment 44

Proposal for a regulation
Article 22 – paragraph 2 – point d a (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(da) addressing any shortcomings in 
the due diligence system which may have 
led to the non-compliance in order to 
prevent the non-compliance from 
reoccurring.

Amendment 45

Proposal for a regulation
Article 27 – paragraph 1

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

1. This Regulation establishes a three-
tier system for the assessment of countries 
or parts thereof. Unless identified in 
accordance with this Article as presenting a 
low or high risk, countries shall be 
considered as presenting a standard risk. 
The Commission may identify countries or 
parts thereof that present a low or high risk 
of producing relevant commodities or 
products that are not compliant with 
Article 3, point (a). The list of the countries 
or parts thereof that present a low or high 
risk shall be published by means of 
implementing act(s) to be adopted in 
accordance with the examination procedure 
referred to in Article 34(2). That list shall 
be updated as necessary in light of new 
evidence.

1. This Regulation establishes a three-
tier system for the assessment of countries 
or parts thereof. Unless identified in 
accordance with this Article as presenting a 
low or high risk, countries shall be 
considered as presenting a standard risk. 
The Commission may identify, on the 
basis of objective and verifiable criteria, 
countries or parts thereof that present a low 
or high risk of producing relevant 
commodities or products that are not 
compliant with Article 3, point (a). The list 
of the countries or parts thereof that present 
a low or high risk shall be published by 
means of implementing act(s) to be 
adopted in accordance with the 
examination procedure referred to in 
Article 34(2). That list shall be updated as 
necessary in light of new evidence.

Amendment 46

Proposal for a regulation
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Article 27 – paragraph 2 – point a 

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(a) rate of deforestation and forest 
degradation,

(a) rate of deforestation and forest 
degradation, in particular having recourse 
to the information provided by the 
platform established under Article 18a;

Justification

In order for more efficacies, the assessment of countries should take into account the credible 
and up-to-date information provided by the platform established in Art. 18a.

Amendment 47

Proposal for a regulation
Article 28 – paragraph 1

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

1. The Commission shall engage with 
producer countries concerned by this 
Regulation to develop partnerships and 
cooperation to jointly address deforestation 
and forest degradation. Such partnerships 
and cooperation mechanisms will focus on 
the conservation, restoration and 
sustainable use of forests, deforestation, 
forest degradation and the transition to 
sustainable commodity production, 
consumption processing and trade 
methods. Partnerships and cooperation 
mechanisms may include structured 
dialogues, support programmes and 
actions, administrative arrangements and 
provisions in existing agreements or 
agreements that enable producer countries 
to make the transition to an agricultural 
production that facilitates the compliance 
of relevant commodities and products with 
the requirements of this regulation. Such 
agreements and their effective 
implementation will be taken into account 
as part of the benchmarking under Article 
27 of this Regulation.

1. The Commission shall engage with 
producer countries concerned by this 
Regulation as well as with those who are 
engaged with VPA FLEGT processes to 
develop partnerships and cooperation to 
jointly address deforestation and forest 
degradation. Such partnerships and 
cooperation mechanisms shall be 
supported by adequate resources and shall 
focus on the conservation, restoration and 
sustainable use of forests, deforestation, 
forest degradation, human rights 
protection and the transition to sustainable 
commodity production, consumption 
processing and trade methods, good 
governance as well as protecting the lives 
and livelihoods of forest-dependent 
communities including indigenous 
peoples, local communities, other 
customary tenure right holders and small 
holders. Partnerships and cooperation 
mechanisms may include structured 
dialogues, support programmes and 
actions, administrative arrangements and 
provisions in existing agreements or 
agreements that enable producer countries 
to make the transition to an agricultural 
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production that facilitates the compliance 
of relevant commodities and products with 
the requirements of this regulation. 
Partnerships may also include 
mechanisms to exchange with the 
demand-side all the information that 
guarantees compliance with this 
Regulation. Such agreements and their 
effective implementation will be taken into 
account as part of the benchmarking under 
Article 27 of this Regulation.

Amendment 48

Proposal for a regulation
Article 29 – paragraph 1

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

1. Natural or legal persons shall be 
entitled to submit substantiated concerns to 
competent authorities when they deem, 
based on objective circumstances, that one 
or more operators or traders are failing to 
comply with the provisions of this 
Regulation.

1. Natural or legal persons shall be 
entitled to submit concerns substantiated 
with supporting evidence to competent 
authorities when they deem, based on 
objective circumstances, that one or more 
operators or traders are failing to comply 
with the provisions of this Regulation.

Amendment 49

Proposal for a regulation
Article 29 – paragraph 2

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

2. Competent authorities shall 
diligently and impartially assess the 
substantiated concerns and take the 
necessary steps, including checks and 
hearings of operators and traders, with a 
view to detecting potential breaches of the 
provisions of this Regulation and, where 
appropriate, interim measures under Article 
21 to prevent the placing making available 
on and export from the Union market of 
relevant commodities and products under 
investigation.

2. Competent authorities shall 
diligently and impartially assess the 
substantiated concerns using the 
supporting evidence and take the necessary 
steps, including checks and hearings of 
operators and traders, with a view to 
detecting potential breaches of the 
provisions of this Regulation and, where 
appropriate, interim measures under Article 
21 to prevent the placing making available 
on and export from the Union market of 
relevant commodities and products under 
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investigation.

Amendment 50

Proposal for a regulation
Article 29 – paragraph 2 a (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

2a. Competent authorities shall 
prioritise substantiated concerns related 
to non-compliance with Article 3, point 
(b), when they are based on court 
judgments or ongoing legal complaints 
that are initiated in the country of origin 
by local communities, non-governmental 
organisations or any other pertinent 
stakeholder.

Justification

It would be interesting to encourage and facilitate this type of complaint in particular so that 
the local authorities, NGOs and local stakeholders concerned can actually communicate them 
to the competent authorities of the Member States directly or, preferably, via the Commission.

Amendment 51

Proposal for a regulation
Article 29 – paragraph 3

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

3. The competent authority shall, as 
soon as possible and in accordance with the 
relevant provisions of national law, inform 
the natural or legal persons referred to in 
paragraph 1, which submitted observations 
to the authority, of its decision to accede to 
or refuse the request for action and shall 
provide the reasons for it.

3. The competent authority shall, as 
soon as possible and in accordance with the 
relevant provisions of national law, inform 
the natural or legal persons referred to in 
paragraph 1, which submitted substantial 
concerns to the authority, of its decision to 
accede to or refuse the request for action 
and shall provide the reasons for it.

Amendment 52

Proposal for a regulation
Article 29 – paragraph 3 a (new)
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Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

3a. The substantiated concern system 
shall not cause excessive administrative 
burden for the competent authority.

Amendment 53

Proposal for a regulation
Article 32 – paragraph 4 a (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

4a. In the case of soya, the 
Commission shall publish a strategy on 
how to prevent soya, when it is produced 
as a result of deforestation, from entering 
the Union market, while minimising 
disruption to animal feedstocks in the 
Union. That strategy shall outline options 
for the phased introduction of due 
diligence for soya including a transitional 
period.
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