
AM\1255470EN.docx PE731.762v01-00

EN United in diversity EN

European Parliament
2019-2024

Committee on Agriculture and Rural Development

2022/2032(INI)

16.5.2022

AMENDMENTS
1 - 71
Draft opinion
Dacian Cioloş
(PE731.615v01-00)

Economic, social and territorial cohesion in the EU: the 8th Cohesion Report
(2022/2032(INI))



PE731.762v01-00 2/37 AM\1255470EN.docx

EN

AM_Com_NonLegOpinion



AM\1255470EN.docx 3/37 PE731.762v01-00

EN

Amendment 1
Clara Aguilera
on behalf of the Committee on Agriculture and Rural Development
Cristina Maestre Martín De Almagro

Draft opinion
Paragraph -1 (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

-1. Points out that the farming and 
stockbreeding sector has been suffering 
from numerous crises that have seriously 
affected profitability, such as the climate 
crisis, trade wars, the effects of the 
pandemic and the impact of the war in 
Ukraine, accompanied by a rise in the 
price of energy, raw materials and 
supplies; stresses that all these crises are 
affecting the economic and social 
development of agricultural areas and 
hence social and territorial cohesion;

Or. es

Amendment 2
Chris MacManus

Draft opinion
Paragraph 1

Draft opinion Amendment

1. Recalls the key role that farmers 
and the agri-food sector have played during 
the COVID-19 pandemic in ensuring 
access to quality and affordable food, 
especially through short supply chains and 
trade in locally grown food;

1. Recalls the key role that farmers 
and the agri-food sector have played during 
the COVID-19 pandemic, despite also 
facing huge hikes in input costs, in 
ensuring access to quality and affordable 
food, especially through short supply 
chains and trade in locally grown food;

Or. en

Amendment 3
Clara Aguilera
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on behalf of the Committee on Agriculture and Rural Development
Cristina Maestre Martín De Almagro

Draft opinion
Paragraph 1

Draft opinion Amendment

2. Recalls the key role that farmers 
and the agri-food sector have played during 
the COVID-19 pandemic in ensuring 
access to quality and affordable food, 
especially through short supply chains and 
trade in locally grown food;

1. Recalls the key role that farmers 
and the agri-food sector have played during 
the COVID-19 pandemic in ensuring 
access to quality and affordable food, 
especially through short supply chains and 
trade in locally grown food; stresses also 
the challenge facing the sector in the face 
of threats arising from the cost of food 
and supplies and the various market 
disruptions resulting from the war in 
Ukraine; stresses therefore the need for 
immediate and appropriate responses to 
urgent needs and future threats, making 
use of the flexibility that can be offered by 
both the Common Agricultural Policy 
(CAP) and cohesion policy;

Or. es

Amendment 4
Anne Sander

Draft opinion
Paragraph 1

Draft opinion Amendment

1. Recalls the key role that farmers 
and the agri-food sector have played during 
the COVID-19 pandemic in ensuring 
access to quality and affordable food, 
especially through short supply chains and 
trade in locally grown food;

1. Recalls the key role that farmers 
and the agri-food sector have played during 
the COVID-19 pandemic, despite the 
economic and logistic difficulties, in 
ensuring continuity of access to quality 
and affordable food, especially through 
short supply chains and trade in locally 
grown food; considers, therefore, that the 
development of local supply chains must 
be made permanent as they represent an 
interesting outlet for producers and give 
consumers access to quality products;
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Or. fr

Amendment 5
Ivo Hristov

Draft opinion
Paragraph 1

Draft opinion Amendment

1. Recalls the key role that farmers 
and the agri-food sector have played during 
the COVID-19 pandemic in ensuring 
access to quality and affordable food, 
especially through short supply chains and 
trade in locally grown food;

1. Recalls the key role that farmers 
and the agri-food sector have played during 
the COVID-19 pandemic, and before this, 
in ensuring access to quality and affordable 
food, especially through short supply 
chains and trade in locally grown food; 
stresses that agriculture remains a key 
sector, especially in less-developed 
regions, where it provides employment to 
almost three times as many people as the 
EU average for the agriculture sector;

Or. bg

Amendment 6
Daniel Buda

Draft opinion
Paragraph 1

Draft opinion Amendment

1. Recalls the key role that farmers 
and the agri-food sector have played during 
the COVID-19 pandemic in ensuring 
access to quality and affordable food, 
especially through short supply chains and 
trade in locally grown food;

1. Recalls the key role that farmers 
and the agri-food sector have played during 
the COVID-19 pandemic and the 
unquestionable efforts they have made to 
ensure access to quality and affordable 
food, especially through short supply 
chains and trade in locally grown food;

Or. ro

Amendment 7
Álvaro Amaro
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Draft opinion
Paragraph 1

Draft opinion Amendment

1. Recalls the key role that farmers 
and the agri-food sector have played during 
the COVID-19 pandemic in ensuring 
access to quality and affordable food, 
especially through short supply chains and 
trade in locally grown food;

1. Recalls the key role that farmers 
and the agri-food sector play and have 
played, especially during the COVID-19 
pandemic in ensuring access to quality and 
affordable food, especially through short 
supply chains and trade in locally grown 
food;

Or. pt

Amendment 8
Bronis Ropė
on behalf of the Verts/ALE Group

Draft opinion
Paragraph 1 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

1 a. Recalls that the ecological 
transition in food production could be a 
win-win-win situation for primary 
producers, the environment, and society 
as a whole; highlights that, in 
consequence, the European Green Deal, 
and in particular the Farm to Fork 
strategy, can be tools for a more 
harmonized, cohesive and sustainable 
development in the EU;

Or. en

Amendment 9
Chris MacManus

Draft opinion
Paragraph 1 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment



AM\1255470EN.docx 7/37 PE731.762v01-00

EN

1 a. Applauds the role played by 
migrant workers during the pandemic, 
who assisted our farmers in the labour 
intensive sectors of agriculture.

Or. en

Amendment 10
Ivo Hristov

Draft opinion
Paragraph 1 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

1a. Stresses that rural areas have 
become more attractive to people from 
other regions owing to the COVID-19 
pandemic, thereby creating the conditions 
for a positive reversal of certain negative 
trends affecting rural areas; calls on the 
Member States, in this connection, to 
focus more attention and resources on 
developing these regions, especially in 
fields such as establishing digital 
infrastructure in regions where levels of 
internet access penetration are below the 
EU average;

Or. bg

Amendment 11
Daniel Buda

Draft opinion
Paragraph 1 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

1a. Points to the need to implement in 
an effective and harmonised manner at 
EU level the Contingency plan for 
ensuring food supply and food security in 
times of crisis, set out in Communication 
COM (2021) 689 from the Commission to 
the European Parliament, the Council, 
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the European Economic and Social 
Committee and the Committee of the 
Regions.

Or. ro

Amendment 12
Bronis Ropė
on behalf of the Verts/ALE Group

Draft opinion
Paragraph 2

Draft opinion Amendment

2. Stresses the importance of 
increasing the resilience of the EU agri-
food system and equipping it with the 
necessary tools to face new crises, such as 
the war in Ukraine, by investing in 
research and innovation, digitalisation, and 
the transition to more sustainable and 
territorially connected agriculture;

2. Stresses the importance of 
increasing the resilience of the EU agri-
food system and equipping it with the 
necessary tools to face new crises, such as 
the war in Ukraine, by investing in 
research and innovation, digitalisation, and 
the transition to more sustainable and 
territorially connected agriculture; 
highlights notably the importance of the 
re-localisation of food and feed 
production and processing, notably of 
plant proteins; underlines the 
opportunities offered by the Cohesion 
Policy and regional environmental 
strategies in supporting this re-
localisation;

Or. en

Amendment 13
Chris MacManus

Draft opinion
Paragraph 2

Draft opinion Amendment

2. Stresses the importance of 
increasing the resilience of the EU agri-
food system and equipping it with the 
necessary tools to face new crises, such as 

2. Stresses the importance of 
increasing the resilience of the EU agri-
food system and equipping it with the 
necessary tools to face new crises, such as 
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the war in Ukraine, by investing in 
research and innovation, digitalisation, and 
the transition to more sustainable and 
territorially connected agriculture;

the war in Ukraine, by investing in 
research and innovation, digitalisation, 
marketing campaigns to grow the 
organics sector and the transition to more 
sustainable and territorially connected 
agriculture;

Or. en

Amendment 14
Michaela Šojdrová, Asim Ademov, Daniel Buda

Draft opinion
Paragraph 2

Draft opinion Amendment

2. Stresses the importance of 
increasing the resilience of the EU agri-
food system and equipping it with the 
necessary tools to face new crises, such as 
the war in Ukraine, by investing in 
research and innovation, digitalisation, and 
the transition to more sustainable and 
territorially connected agriculture;

2. Stresses the importance of 
increasing the resilience of the EU agri-
food system and equipping it with the 
necessary tools and flexibility to face new 
crises, such as the war in Ukraine, by 
investing in research and innovation, 
digitalisation, and the transition to more 
sustainable and territorially connected 
agriculture;

Or. en

Amendment 15
Anne Sander

Draft opinion
Paragraph 2

Draft opinion Amendment

2. Stresses the importance of 
increasing the resilience of the EU agri-
food system and equipping it with the 
necessary tools to face new crises, such as 
the war in Ukraine, by investing in 
research and innovation, digitalisation, and 
the transition to more sustainable and 
territorially connected agriculture;

2. Stresses the importance of 
increasing the resilience of the EU agri-
food system and equipping it with the 
necessary tools to face new crises, such as 
the war in Ukraine, by investing in 
research and innovation, digitalisation, and 
the transition to more sustainable and 
territorially connected agriculture; recalls 
the primary need to ensure food security 
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and the EU’s responsibility towards third 
countries dependent on food imports; 
stresses, in this connection, that the full 
use of Europe’s agricultural production 
potential is a prerequisite for the food 
security of our continent;

Or. fr

Amendment 16
Daniel Buda

Draft opinion
Paragraph 2

Draft opinion Amendment

2. Stresses the importance of 
increasing the resilience of the EU agri-
food system and equipping it with the 
necessary tools to face new crises, such as 
the war in Ukraine, by investing in 
research and innovation, digitalisation, and 
the transition to more sustainable and 
territorially connected agriculture; 

2. Stresses the importance of 
increasing the resilience of the EU agri-
food system and equipping it with the 
necessary tools to face new crises, such as 
the war in Ukraine, by investing in 
research and innovation, technical 
assistance to farmers in accessing 
different types of funding in full 
knowledge of the facts, digitalisation, and 
the transition to more sustainable and 
territorially connected agriculture;

Or. ro

Amendment 17
Krzysztof Jurgiel, Zbigniew Kuźmiuk

Draft opinion
Paragraph 2

Draft opinion Amendment

2. Stresses the importance of 
increasing the resilience of the EU agri-
food system and equipping it with the 
necessary tools to face new crises, such as 
the war in Ukraine, by investing in 
research and innovation, digitalisation, 
and the transition to more sustainable and 

2. Stresses the importance of 
increasing the resilience of the EU agri-
food system and equipping it with the 
necessary tools to face new crises, in 
particular the global impact of Russian 
aggression against Ukraine; believes that 
ensuring food supply chain fluidity in the 
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territorially connected agriculture; single market should be a priority for EU 
action; further investment in research, 
innovation and digitalisation is also 
needed;

Or. pl

Amendment 18
Ivo Hristov

Draft opinion
Paragraph 2

Draft opinion Amendment

2. Stresses the importance of 
increasing the resilience of the EU agri-
food system and equipping it with the 
necessary tools to face new crises, such as 
the war in Ukraine, by investing in 
research and innovation, digitalisation, and 
the transition to more sustainable and 
territorially connected agriculture;

2. Stresses the importance of 
increasing the resilience of the EU agri-
food system and equipping it with the 
necessary tools to face new crises, such as 
the Covid-19 pandemic and the war in 
Ukraine, by investing in research and 
innovation, digitalisation, and the transition 
to more sustainable and territorially 
connected agriculture;

Or. bg

Amendment 19
Bronis Ropė
on behalf of the Verts/ALE Group

Draft opinion
Paragraph 2 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

2 a. Recalls that the climate crisis 
impacts underdeveloped regions 
disproportionally; therefore highlights the 
need to increase efforts to curb climate 
change and enhance climate mitigation in 
those regions; emphasises that Cohesion 
Policy must support a strong climate 
mainstreaming in agriculture and food 
related sectors, and ensure that all EU 
funding programmes and projects are 
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embedded in strategies that support 
ambitious climate objectives; highlights 
the importance that regional 
environmental strategies be linked with 
ambitious climate targets that go beyond 
the overall target of achieving climate 
neutral EU by 2050, taking into account 
the potential contribution of the farming, 
food processing and forestry sectors; 
notes that these targets have to be in line 
with the overall EU targets in this regard;

Or. en

Amendment 20
Bronis Ropė
on behalf of the Verts/ALE Group

Draft opinion
Paragraph 2 b (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

2 b. Calls for a better access to funding 
to enable investments in the local energy 
transition, in particular at regional level, 
including energy efficiency, decentralised 
distribution of energy and a strong focus 
on renewable energy and sustainable 
circular economy; underlines that 
regional environmental strategies should 
exclude any kind of support for fossil 
fuels and gas infrastructure projects and 
should support renewable energy 
production, resource efficiency and 
sustainable development in the farming, 
food processing and forestry sectors ; 
Notes that the production of biomass from 
wood or agricultural products for energy 
production do not guarantee 
sustainability; suggests that National and 
regional authorities prioritize more 
sustainable options like wind or solar and 
subject bioenergy projects to strict and 
strong sustainability criteria;

Or. en
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Amendment 21
Bronis Ropė
on behalf of the Verts/ALE Group

Draft opinion
Paragraph 2 c (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

2 c. Notes that the Cohesion Policy and 
Regional environmental strategies offer 
opportunities to support farmers and 
forest managers’ sustainable investments 
in climate change adaptation, notably 
aiming at prevention against flood, 
drought and fire; suggests that these 
opportunities be highlighted in the future 
in order to encourages Member States 
and regional authorities to make full use 
of these possibilities;

Or. en

Amendment 22
Bronis Ropė
on behalf of the Verts/ALE Group

Draft opinion
Paragraph 2 d (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

2 d. Requires that an additional 
instrument is to be founded that insures 
European regions from natural disasters 
that are based on climate change; at the 
same time to increase and reform the 
existing solidarity fund to be less 
bureaucratic and more easily accessible, 
suggest that these two funds should work 
rather as an insurance in which member 
states pay an annual fee based of the 
number of their inhabitants and invested 
in safe assets to be available if crisis 
occur;
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Or. en

Amendment 23
Bronis Ropė
on behalf of the Verts/ALE Group

Draft opinion
Paragraph 2 e (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

2 e. Calls to strengthen the polluter-
pays principle and promote 
decarbonisation both in mobility 
infrastructure and economy to contribute 
to the EU Green Deal and Fitfor55 
Package;

Or. en

Amendment 24
Krzysztof Jurgiel, Zbigniew Kuźmiuk

Draft opinion
Paragraph 2 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

2a. Notes that the ongoing global 
energy crisis, which is causing an 
exponential increase in agricultural 
production costs, and the Russian 
aggression against Ukraine are posing 
particular challenges for cohesion policy 
and European solidarity, as they are 
destabilising the agricultural sector, 
reducing food security and increasing the 
risk of widespread economic stagflation, 
which will highlight and increase the 
perceived disparities in wealth between 
EU countries and regions, especially in 
rural areas, which are at particular risk of 
job losses and poverty;

Or. pl
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Amendment 25
Anne Sander

Draft opinion
Paragraph 2 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

2a. Stresses that the war in Ukraine 
has highlighted the importance of 
European agricultural production in the 
supply of food to third countries; 
considers that the EU must be able to 
fulfil this role in order to avoid supply 
disruptions in third countries;

Or. fr

Amendment 26
Emmanouil Fragkos

Draft opinion
Paragraph 2 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

2a. Points out that it is necessary to 
facilitate the deployment of unused 
manpower in the countryside by means of 
a pan-European model involving 
minimum bureaucracy and taxation;

Or. el

Amendment 27
Emmanouil Fragkos

Draft opinion
Paragraph 2 b (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

2b. Stresses that there are clear signs 
of an emerging food crisis both 
internationally and within the EU, 
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making it urgently necessary to find ways 
of stepping up production;

Or. el

Amendment 28
Chris MacManus

Draft opinion
Paragraph 3

Draft opinion Amendment

3. Calls on the Commission to 
enhance complementarity in the 
implementation of EU funds, particularly 
for cohesion and agriculture policy, by 
ensuring coordination, complementarity 
and coherence when it comes to rural 
development;

3. Recalls the positive impact the 
CAP has had on European regions over 
the last 60 years and calls on the 
Commission to enhance complementarity 
in the implementation of EU funds, 
particularly for cohesion and agriculture 
policy, by ensuring coordination, 
complementarity and coherence when it 
comes to rural development;

Or. en

Amendment 29
Michaela Šojdrová, Asim Ademov, Daniel Buda

Draft opinion
Paragraph 3

Draft opinion Amendment

3. Calls on the Commission to 
enhance complementarity in the 
implementation of EU funds, particularly 
for cohesion and agriculture policy, by 
ensuring coordination, complementarity 
and coherence when it comes to rural 
development;

3. Calls on the Commission to 
enhance complementarity in the 
implementation of EU funds, particularly 
for cohesion and agriculture policy, by 
ensuring coordination, complementarity 
and coherence when it comes to rural 
development and agricultural 
sustainability;

Or. en
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Amendment 30
Clara Aguilera
on behalf of the Committee on Agriculture and Rural Development
Cristina Maestre Martín De Almagro

Draft opinion
Paragraph 3

Draft opinion Amendment

3) Calls on the Commission to 
enhance complementarity in the 
implementation of EU funds, particularly 
for cohesion and agriculture policy, by 
ensuring coordination, complementarity 
and coherence when it comes to rural 
development;

3. Calls on the Commission to 
enhance complementarity in the 
implementation of EU funds, particularly 
for cohesion and agriculture policy, by 
ensuring coordination, coherence and a 
cross-cutting approach to all European 
policies when it comes to rural 
development and territorial cohesion; 
calls on the Commission to work to 
improve the flexibility of cohesion funds 
as was done to address the COVID-19 
pandemic and to avoid administrative and 
bureaucratic burdens that may hinder 
access to these funds;

Or. es

Amendment 31
Anne Sander

Draft opinion
Paragraph 3

Draft opinion Amendment

3. Calls on the Commission to 
enhance complementarity in the 
implementation of EU funds, particularly 
for cohesion and agriculture policy, by 
ensuring coordination, complementarity 
and coherence when it comes to rural 
development;

3. Calls on the Commission to 
enhance complementarity in the 
implementation of EU funds, particularly 
for cohesion and agriculture policy, by 
ensuring coordination, complementarity 
and coherence when it comes to rural 
development; stresses the need for 
effective coordination between European 
and national policies so that regions and 
territories fully seize the opportunities 
offered by these financial instruments;

Or. fr
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Amendment 32
Daniel Buda

Draft opinion
Paragraph 3

Draft opinion Amendment

3. Calls on the Commission to 
enhance complementarity in the 
implementation of EU funds, particularly 
for cohesion and agriculture policy, by 
ensuring coordination, complementarity 
and coherence when it comes to rural 
development;

3. Calls on the Commission to 
enhance complementarity in the 
implementation of EU funds, and to place 
greater emphasis on the need to 
accelerate the synergy between, and 
access to, funding, particularly for 
cohesion and agriculture policy, by 
ensuring coordination, complementarity 
and coherence when it comes to rural 
development and the resilience of the 
agricultural system;

Or. ro

Amendment 33
Ivo Hristov

Draft opinion
Paragraph 3

Draft opinion Amendment

3. Calls on the Commission to 
enhance complementarity in the 
implementation of EU funds, particularly 
for cohesion and agriculture policy, by 
ensuring coordination, complementarity 
and coherence when it comes to rural 
development;

3. Calls on the Commission to 
enhance complementarity in the 
implementation of EU funds, particularly 
for cohesion and agriculture policy, as well 
as for projects implemented through the 
Recovery and Resilience Facility and 
implemented in rural areas, by ensuring 
coordination, complementarity and 
coherence when it comes to rural 
development;

Or. bg

Amendment 34
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Bronis Ropė
on behalf of the Verts/ALE Group

Draft opinion
Paragraph 3 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

3 a. Notes that agriculture, and 
consequently the Common Agriculture 
Policy, has a central role, both at 
economic and social level, in many EU 
member countries; recalls that the 
European Council decision of 24-25 
October 2002, stating that the CAP 
payments in the “new Member States” 
should reach the level of direct payments 
then applicable in the European Union by 
2013, has still not been implemented fully; 
Calls on the Commission and the member 
states to complete this so-called 
convergence;

Or. en

Amendment 35
Michaela Šojdrová, Asim Ademov, Daniel Buda

Draft opinion
Paragraph 3 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

3 a. Calls on the Commission, when 
adopting new programs, to take into 
account the need for flexibility and 
complementarity with already existing 
programs for agri-food sector and to 
remove administrative burdens during 
their implementation;

Or. en

Amendment 36
Bronis Ropė
on behalf of the Verts/ALE Group
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Draft opinion
Paragraph 3 b (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

3 b. Highlights that 20% of the 
beneficiaries of the CAP are receiving 
80% of the CAP budget; underlines the 
need to effectively support small to 
medium family farms in order to maintain 
a living and thriving countryside in 
member states where this model of 
farming is still the norm; calls on the 
member states to implementation effective 
capping of their CAP funds in order to 
achieve this goal;

Or. en

Amendment 37
Zbigniew Kuźmiuk, Krzysztof Jurgiel

Draft opinion
Paragraph 3 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

3a. Stresses that while Article 174 
TFEU states that in the context of the 
EU’s cohesion policy particular attention 
shall be paid to rural areas, the current 
cohesion policy is only partially 
implementing this commitment. Only 
around 8% of funding under the 
Cohesion Fund goes to rural areas, with 
urban areas receiving preferential 
treatment. In addition, investments in 
rural areas not directly related to 
agriculture, such as the construction of 
public roads, investments in sewerage 
systems, the establishment of non-
agricultural economic activities and so 
on, are largely financed under the second 
pillar of the CAP, not the Cohesion Fund. 
Calls, therefore, on the Commission to 
introduce an appropriate distinction in 
line with the Treaty between rural 
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funding under the CAP and under 
cohesion policy, taking into account the 
objectives of each of these policies as set 
out in Articles 39 and 174 of the Treaty.

Or. pl

Amendment 38
Clara Aguilera
on behalf of the Committee on Agriculture and Rural Development
Cristina Maestre Martín De Almagro

Draft opinion
Paragraph 3 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

3a. Draws attention to the importance 
of the CAP as a means of stabilising 
population levels in regions suffering 
from a demographic decline and calls for 
coordination with the deployment of 
cohesion policy funds;

Or. es

Amendment 39
Emmanouil Fragkos

Draft opinion
Paragraph 3 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

3a. Notes the importance of 
highlighting the challenges of insularity 
with regard to rural development;

Or. el

Amendment 40
Krzysztof Jurgiel, Zbigniew Kuźmiuk

Draft opinion
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Paragraph 3 b (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

3b. Firmly believes that the persistent 
lack of internal and external equalisation 
of direct payments under the CAP violates 
the principles of fair competition in the 
common market and undermines the 
long-term objectives of cohesion policy;

Or. pl

Amendment 41
Bronis Ropė
on behalf of the Verts/ALE Group

Draft opinion
Paragraph 4

Draft opinion Amendment

4. Emphasises the role that a long-
term vision for the EU’s rural areas should 
play in fostering synergies between 
different EU policies by establishing a 
framework for cooperation between 
authorities and stakeholders and by 
implementing the initiatives provided for in 
the Rural Action Plan;

4. Emphasises the role that a long-
term vision for the EU’s rural areas should 
play in fostering synergies between 
different EU policies by establishing a 
framework for cooperation between 
authorities and stakeholders and by 
implementing the initiatives provided for in 
the Rural Action Plan; Highlights the 
importance of upholding the Partnership 
Principle in all programming, 
implementation and monitoring of EU 
cohesion policy and to set up a strong 
cooperation between regional and local 
authorities NGOs and stakeholders, 
including farmers’ organisations and 
environmental NGOs; underlines that 
regional governments should decide how 
the Cohesion funds dedicated to regions 
should be used; stresses that these 
processes should take into account the 
gender perspective;

Or. en
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Amendment 42
Clara Aguilera
on behalf of the Committee on Agriculture and Rural Development
Cristina Maestre Martín De Almagro

Draft opinion
Paragraph 4

Draft opinion Amendment

5. Emphasises the role that a long-
term vision for the EU’s rural areas should 
play in fostering synergies between 
different EU policies by establishing a 
framework for cooperation between 
authorities and stakeholders and by 
implementing the initiatives provided for in 
the Rural Action Plan;

4. Emphasises the role that a long-
term vision for the EU’s rural areas should 
play in fostering synergies between 
different EU policies by establishing a 
framework for cooperation between 
authorities and stakeholders and by 
implementing the initiatives provided for in 
the Rural Action Plan; stresses the 
importance of involving local and 
regional actors in defining strategies to 
improve rural development and territorial 
cohesion; stresses the need to set cohesion 
policy and CAP objectives that are 
consistent and comparable with each 
other;

Or. es

Amendment 43
Anne Sander

Draft opinion
Paragraph 4

Draft opinion Amendment

4. Emphasises the role that a long-
term vision for the EU’s rural areas should 
play in fostering synergies between 
different EU policies by establishing a 
framework for cooperation between 
authorities and stakeholders and by 
implementing the initiatives provided for in 
the Rural Action Plan;

4. Stresses the importance of rural 
areas, which account for almost 30% of 
the EU’s population and more than 80% 
of its territory; recalls that our rural areas 
are at the heart of our food production 
and are part of the richness of our 
continent; emphasises the role that a long-
term vision for the EU’s rural areas should 
play in fostering synergies between 
different EU policies by establishing a 
framework for cooperation between 
authorities and stakeholders and by 
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implementing the initiatives provided for in 
the Rural Action Plan;

Or. fr

Amendment 44
Álvaro Amaro

Draft opinion
Paragraph 4

Draft opinion Amendment

4. Emphasises the role that a long-
term vision for the EU’s rural areas should 
play in fostering synergies between 
different EU policies by establishing a 
framework for cooperation between 
authorities and stakeholders and by 
implementing the initiatives provided for in 
the Rural Action Plan;

4. Emphasises the role that a long-
term vision for the EU’s rural areas should 
play in fostering synergies between 
different EU policies by establishing a 
framework for cooperation between 
authorities and stakeholders and by 
implementing the initiatives provided for in 
the Rural Action Plan; recalls that EU 
cohesion policy, which seeks to promote 
the economic, social and territorial 
cohesion of the Union, is vitally important 
to rural areas, acknowledging as it does 
the important role of agriculture and 
involving all levels of governance;

Or. pt

Amendment 45
Daniel Buda

Draft opinion
Paragraph 4

Draft opinion Amendment

4. Emphasises the role that a long-
term vision for the EU’s rural areas should 
play in fostering synergies between 
different EU policies by establishing a 
framework for cooperation between 
authorities and stakeholders and by 
implementing the initiatives provided for in 
the Rural Action Plan;

4. Emphasises the role that a long-
term vision for the EU’s rural areas should 
play in fostering synergies between 
different EU policies by establishing a 
framework for flexible cooperation, based 
on continuous assistance for farmers, 
between authorities and stakeholders, and 
by implementing the initiatives provided 
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for in the Rural Action Plan;

Or. ro

Amendment 46
Bronis Ropė
on behalf of the Verts/ALE Group

Draft opinion
Paragraph 4 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

4 a. Notes that depopulation has a 
negative impact on the EU's social, 
economic and territorial cohesion, 
especially in rural and remote areas; 
emphasizes that this increases economic 
as well as the risk of poverty and social 
exclusion; calls on the Commission and 
the Member States, therefore, to pay more 
attention to the financing of rural areas 
by the Regional Development Fund and 
cohesion policy;

Or. en

Amendment 47
Chris MacManus

Draft opinion
Paragraph 5

Draft opinion Amendment

5. Underlines the importance of the 
agricultural sector for the creation of 
employment and for livelihoods in rural 
areas and the need to combat the 
abandonment of rural areas through 
policies and the allocation of the necessary 
funds, by creating and facilitating 
conditions favourable to job creation and 
attracting young people to rural areas, by 
reducing wage gaps between agriculture 
and other sectors, by increasing business 

5. Underlines the importance of the 
agricultural sector for the creation of 
employment and for livelihoods in rural 
areas and the need to combat the 
abandonment of rural areas, which is 
particularly prominent in remote and 
mountainous regions owing to the low 
income and productivity potential of 
agricultural activities in theses 
areas, through policies and the allocation 
of the necessary funds, by creating and 
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competitiveness and improving quality of 
life by encouraging investments in 
infrastructure and services;

facilitating conditions favourable to job 
creation and attracting young people to 
rural areas, by reducing wage gaps between 
agriculture and other sectors, by increasing 
business competitiveness and improving 
quality of life by encouraging investments 
in infrastructure and services;

Or. en

Amendment 48
Daniel Buda

Draft opinion
Paragraph 5

Draft opinion Amendment

5. Underlines the importance of the 
agricultural sector for the creation of 
employment and for livelihoods in rural 
areas and the need to combat the 
abandonment of rural areas through 
policies and the allocation of the necessary 
funds, by creating and facilitating 
conditions favourable to job creation and 
attracting young people to rural areas, by 
reducing wage gaps between agriculture 
and other sectors, by increasing business 
competitiveness and improving quality of 
life by encouraging investments in 
infrastructure and services;

5. Underlines the importance of the 
agricultural sector for the creation of 
employment and for livelihoods in rural 
areas and the need to combat the 
abandonment of rural areas through 
policies and the allocation of the necessary 
funds, by creating and facilitating 
conditions favourable to job creation and 
attracting young people to rural areas, by 
reducing wage gaps between agriculture 
and other sectors, by pinpointing solutions 
to ensure income compensation for 
farmers in line with the accelerated rise in 
prices, by increasing business 
competitiveness and improving the quality 
of life by encouraging investments in 
infrastructure, and especially in health, 
school and road infrastructure and in 
services;

Or. ro

Amendment 49
Clara Aguilera
on behalf of the Committee on Agriculture and Rural Development
Cristina Maestre Martín De Almagro

Draft opinion
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Paragraph 5

Draft opinion Amendment

5. Underlines the importance of the 
agricultural sector for the creation of 
employment and for livelihoods in rural 
areas and the need to combat the 
abandonment of rural areas through 
policies and the allocation of the necessary 
funds, by creating and facilitating 
conditions favourable to job creation and 
attracting young people to rural areas, by 
reducing wage gaps between agriculture 
and other sectors, by increasing business 
competitiveness and improving quality of 
life by encouraging investments in 
infrastructure and services;

5. Underlines the importance of the 
agricultural sector for the creation of 
employment and for livelihoods in rural 
areas and the need to combat the 
abandonment of rural areas through 
policies and the allocation of the necessary 
funds, by creating and facilitating 
conditions favourable to job creation and 
attracting young people to rural areas, by 
reducing wage gaps between agriculture 
and other sectors, improving digital 
connectivity through high-capacity 
networks in rural areas by increasing 
funding for the modernisation and 
digitisation of farming and 
stockbreeding, by increasing business 
competitiveness and improving quality of 
life by encouraging investments in 
infrastructure and services;

Or. es

Amendment 50
Ivo Hristov

Draft opinion
Paragraph 5

Draft opinion Amendment

5. Underlines the importance of the 
agricultural sector for the creation of 
employment and for livelihoods in rural 
areas and the need to combat the 
abandonment of rural areas through 
policies and the allocation of the necessary 
funds, by creating and facilitating 
conditions favourable to job creation and 
attracting young people to rural areas, by 
reducing wage gaps between agriculture 
and other sectors, by increasing business 
competitiveness and improving quality of 
life by encouraging investments in 
infrastructure and services;

5. Underlines the importance of the 
agricultural sector for the creation of 
employment and for livelihoods in rural 
areas and the need to combat the 
abandonment of rural areas through 
policies and the allocation of the necessary 
funds, by creating and facilitating 
conditions favourable to quality job 
creation and attracting new and young 
people to rural areas, by reducing wage 
gaps between agriculture and other sectors, 
by increasing labour productivity and 
business competitiveness and improving 
quality of life by encouraging investments 
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in infrastructure and services;

Or. bg

Amendment 51
Anne Sander

Draft opinion
Paragraph 5

Draft opinion Amendment

5. Underlines the importance of the 
agricultural sector for the creation of 
employment and for livelihoods in rural 
areas and the need to combat the 
abandonment of rural areas through 
policies and the allocation of the necessary 
funds, by creating and facilitating 
conditions favourable to job creation and 
attracting young people to rural areas, by 
reducing wage gaps between agriculture 
and other sectors, by increasing business 
competitiveness and improving quality of 
life by encouraging investments in 
infrastructure and services;

5. Underlines the importance of the 
agricultural sector for the creation of 
employment and for livelihoods in rural 
areas and the need to combat the 
depopulation and abandonment of rural 
areas through policies and the allocation of 
the necessary funds, by creating and 
facilitating conditions favourable to job 
creation and attracting young people to 
rural areas, by reducing wage gaps between 
agriculture and other sectors, by increasing 
business competitiveness and improving 
quality of life by encouraging investments 
in infrastructure and services;

Or. fr

Amendment 52
Bronis Ropė
on behalf of the Verts/ALE Group

Draft opinion
Paragraph 5 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

5 a. Notes the positive impact that 
green sustainable local agro-tourism can 
have on local economies and climate 
mitigation, and encourages Member 
States and regional authorities to make 
use of the possibilities offered by the 
Cohesion Policy and by Regional 
environmental strategies to support its 
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development, conditional on respecting 
environmental and social standards;

Or. en

Amendment 53
Chris MacManus

Draft opinion
Paragraph 5 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

5 a. Highlights the important role 
played by LEADER in rural areas, in 
engaging local actors in the design and 
delivery of strategies, decision-making 
and resource allocation for the 
development of their rural areas.

Or. en

Amendment 54
Bronis Ropė
on behalf of the Verts/ALE Group

Draft opinion
Paragraph 5 b (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

5 b. Notes that improving access to 
green transport and services in rural and 
remote areas is crucial to tackling the 
social and digital exclusion of the 
population in the regions; calls on the 
Member States, therefore, to recognize the 
importance of rural and remote areas, 
given their diversity, and to develop their 
potential by stimulating investment in the 
local economy, promoting 
entrepreneurship and improving their 
infrastructure;

Or. en
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Amendment 55
Chris MacManus

Draft opinion
Paragraph 5 b (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

5 b. Notes that less developed regions 
depend significantly more on agricultural 
employment and as a result feel a greater 
negative impact from economic 
restructuring and agricultural 
modernisation that requires less labour, 
therefore new opportunities must be 
explored to keep people in these areas, 
such as the development of rural tourism.

Or. en

Amendment 56
Chris MacManus

Draft opinion
Paragraph 5 c (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

5 c. Notes that land abandonment can 
have a negative impact on biodiversity, 
where the practices engaged in by 
farmers have been maintaining high 
biodiversity habitats and landscape 
features.

Or. en

Amendment 57
Clara Aguilera
on behalf of the Committee on Agriculture and Rural Development
Cristina Maestre Martín De Almagro

Draft opinion
Paragraph 5 a (new)
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Draft opinion Amendment

5a. Stresses that population ageing in 
the coming years is a general problem for 
the Union as a whole; points out that the 
working-age population will fall by 10 % 
over the next decade in one in four 
regions, which could pose a serious 
challenge to generational replacement in 
the European agricultural sector; stresses 
the importance of measures designed to 
stabilise population levels in rural areas 
and promote the employment of young 
people in the agricultural sector; stresses 
the need to promote policies conducive to 
work-life balance, encouraging the 
creation of public and private family care 
services;

Or. es

Amendment 58
Bronis Ropė
on behalf of the Verts/ALE Group

Draft opinion
Paragraph 6

Draft opinion Amendment

6. Stresses the need to continue 
investing in the digital and green 
transitions, innovation and rural skills 
training in order to reduce the gaps 
between rural and urban areas and improve 
the attractiveness of rural areas overall.

6. Stresses the need to continue 
investing in the digital and green 
transitions, innovation and rural skills 
training in order to reduce the gaps 
between rural and urban areas and improve 
the attractiveness of rural areas overall; 
stresses that education and training, 
notably on environmental and climatic 
issues, would help local authorities, 
workers and companies to take greater 
account of the new challenges faced by 
underdeveloped regions, notably caused 
by Climate change and the biodiversity 
crisis, and the role they can play in 
mitigation and adaptation in their 
respective sectors; notes that the digital 
transformation is still uneven across 
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Europe; Stresses the urgent need to 
strengthen the EU's core digital 
capabilities;

Or. en

Amendment 59
Chris MacManus

Draft opinion
Paragraph 6

Draft opinion Amendment

6. Stresses the need to continue 
investing in the digital and green 
transitions, innovation and rural skills 
training in order to reduce the gaps 
between rural and urban areas and improve 
the attractiveness of rural areas overall.

6. Stresses the need to continue 
investing in the digital and green 
transitions, innovation and rural skills 
training in order to reduce the gaps 
between rural and urban areas and improve 
the attractiveness of rural areas overall, 
through for example the improvement of 
the provision of broadband connectivity.

Or. en

Amendment 60
Clara Aguilera
on behalf of the Committee on Agriculture and Rural Development
Cristina Maestre Martín De Almagro

Draft opinion
Paragraph 6

Draft opinion Amendment

6. Stresses the need to continue 
investing in the digital and green 
transitions, innovation and rural skills 
training in order to reduce the gaps 
between rural and urban areas and improve 
the attractiveness of rural areas overall.

6. Stresses the need to continue 
investing in the digital and green 
transitions, innovation and rural skills 
training in order to reduce the gaps 
between rural and urban areas and improve 
the attractiveness of rural areas overall; 
regrets that today only one in six people in 
rural areas of the Union have access to 
very high speed networks; stresses that the 
transition to a digital and modernised 
agricultural model will not be possible 
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without improving the connectivity of EU 
rural areas.

Or. es

Amendment 61
Daniel Buda

Draft opinion
Paragraph 6

Draft opinion Amendment

6. Stresses the need to continue 
investing in the digital and green 
transitions, innovation and rural skills 
training in order to reduce the gaps 
between rural and urban areas and improve 
the attractiveness of rural areas overall.

6. Stresses the need to continue 
investing in the digital and green 
transitions, ensuring broadband internet 
access, innovation and information as 
regards rural skills, in order to reduce the 
gaps between rural and urban areas and 
improve the attractiveness of rural areas 
overall.

Or. ro

Amendment 62
Anne Sander

Draft opinion
Paragraph 6

Draft opinion Amendment

6. Stresses the need to continue 
investing in the digital and green 
transitions, innovation and rural skills 
training in order to reduce the gaps 
between rural and urban areas and improve 
the attractiveness of rural areas overall.

6. Stresses the need to continue 
investing in the digital and green 
transitions, innovation and rural skills 
training in order to reduce the gaps 
between rural and urban areas and improve 
the attractiveness and dynamism of rural 
areas overall.

Or. fr

Amendment 63
Bronis Ropė
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on behalf of the Verts/ALE Group

Draft opinion
Paragraph 6 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

6 a. Notes that community and citizens 
initiatives can strongly support the local 
economy and social cohesion, the 
ecological transition, as well as climate 
change mitigation and adaptation, and 
that Local Action Groups and the 
LEADER program can be primary tools 
to achieve this; calls on the Commission 
and Member states to reinforce the 
LEADER program, and notably its 
budget; highlights that the definition of 
city can differ widely from member state 
to member state and that it could be 
useful to extend LEADER support to 
smaller cities under a reasonable 
threshold;

Or. en

Amendment 64
Chris MacManus

Draft opinion
Paragraph 6 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

6 a. Underlines the need to better study 
and adapt to the impact climate change is 
having on European regions, particularly 
the agricultural sector, as this presents a 
significant threat to the future of these 
regions.

Or. en

Amendment 65
Bronis Ropė
on behalf of the Verts/ALE Group
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Draft opinion
Paragraph 6 b (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

6 b. Stresses that equality and 
inclusion aspects must be strengthened 
even further in regional development; 
highlights the particular role of youth in 
Cohesion Policy;

Or. en

Amendment 66
Bronis Ropė
on behalf of the Verts/ALE Group

Draft opinion
Paragraph 6 c (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

6 c. Highlights that women are 
disproportionately impacted by the gaps in 
development between EU member states 
and regions; notes the crucial need for 
providing women entrepreneurs in rural 
areas with an enabling environment, 
including legal and political 
considerations, leading to greater access 
to information, knowledge and skills, as 
well as facilitating access to financial 
resources, leading to the creation of more 
jobs in rural areas;

Or. en

Amendment 67
Bronis Ropė
on behalf of the Verts/ALE Group

Draft opinion
Paragraph 6 d (new)
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Draft opinion Amendment

6 d. Recalls that Article 174 of the 
Treaty on the Functioning of the 
European Union, which deals with 
economic, social and territorial cohesion, 
provides for priority to be given to rural 
areas; notes, however, that the allocation 
of cohesion funds underestimates rural 
areas and their specific needs; calls on the 
Commission, therefore, to consider 
developing a clear methodology for 
assessing the share of cohesion funding 
reaching rural areas;

Or. en

Amendment 68
Daniel Buda

Draft opinion
Paragraph 6 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

6a. Highlights the need for investment 
in scientific research on quality criteria 
for organic products, so that consumers 
are better informed about the market 
price-quality ratio of produce;

Or. ro

Amendment 69
Daniel Buda

Draft opinion
Paragraph 6 b (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

6b. Points out that some Member 
States have been harder hit by the effects 
of the war in Ukraine and calls on the 
Commission to allocate the additional 
funds needed to implement cohesion 
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policies, with a focus on flexibility of 
transfers between different funding axes 
where funds have not been used;

Or. ro

Amendment 70
Daniel Buda

Draft opinion
Paragraph 6 c (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

6c. Calls on the Commission to 
identify and implement the necessary 
flexibility measures to ensure the transfer 
of unspent EU funds, channelling them to 
the various agricultural sectors, 
particularly with a view to developing the 
raw product processing component and to 
strengthening short supply chains and the 
trade in locally grown food;

Or. ro

Amendment 71
Daniel Buda

Draft opinion
Paragraph 6 d (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

6c. stresses the importance of 
increasing the number of jobs that can be 
filled by Ukrainian refugees, and calls on 
the Commission to develop urgently 
needed policies and measures in this 
regard;

Or. ro


