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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Agriculture and Rural Development calls on the Committee on Industry, 
Research and Energy, as the committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions 
into its motion for a resolution:

– having regard to the Commission communication on ‘An SME Strategy for a 
sustainable and digital Europe’ (COM(2020)0103),

A. whereas Europe’s 25 million small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs) employ 
around 100 million people and account for more than half of Europe’s GDP;

B. whereas, according to Commission data, in 2017 there were 289 000 food and drink 
companies in Europe, 90 % of which were SMEs;

C. whereas the European Green Deal involves a wide range of deeply transformative 
policies for farmers, including the ‘Farm to Fork’ strategy, as well as biodiversity 
strategies;

1. Welcomes the fact that the strategy takes into account the diversity of SMEs in terms of 
business models, size, age and entrepreneurial profiles;

2. Recalls that food production and processing is an essential sector in which SMEs play a 
very large role and that this sector will be crucial in the COVID-19 recovery period;

3. Considers it extremely important for the Commission to continue to enhance SMEs’ 
access to third country markets, including through dialogue, exchange of good practice 
with trade partners and a new information portal;

4. Points out that the ‘Farm to Fork’ strategy will affect most farmers, whose operations 
are often small family businesses operating on low margins; believes that the organic 
sector can benefit from this strategy, and calls for adequate and sufficient support for 
SMEs to deal with any associated increased administrative requirements or compliance 
rules;

5. Considers that support under the European Agricultural Fund for Rural Development 
(EAFRD) could be targeted towards farms and other businesses in rural areas, which 
may include SMEs, to ensure long-term sustainability along the entire lifecycle of a 
company.


