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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Agriculture and Rural Development calls on the Committee on Budgets, as 
the committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions into its motion for a 
resolution:

1. Regrets that, in the proposed revised ceiling for the new heading 3 of the Multiannual 
Financial Framework (MFF) 2021-2027, the major categories of Common Agricultural 
Policy (CAP) spending are likely to be cut in 2021, namely direct payments, market 
measures and rural development; recalls Parliament’s previous resolutions asking for 
the CAP funding to be maintained at least at current levels;

2. Takes note of the EUR 55 182 million in commitments and EUR 54 879,9 million in 
payments for agriculture; is concerned over the severe decrease in European 
Agricultural Guarantee Fund (EAGF) appropriations (EUR -3 231 million in 
commitments and EUR -3 215 million in payments ) compared to the budget for the 
financial year 2020; notes that the European Agricultural Fund for Rural Development 
(EAFRD) appropriations are increased to EUR 15 002,9 million in commitments (+2,1 
%) and EUR 14 715 million (+12,2 %) in payments compared to the budget for the 
financial year 2020; takes note of the net transfer of EUR -753,9 million from the 
EAGF to the EAFRD;

3. Urges the Council to allow the Union to meet its commitments in providing sufficient 
funding for a safe, high-quality food supply, climate action, environmental protection 
and for the Just Transition Mechanism and the Just Transition Fund, which the 
agriculture sector needs to benefit significantly from in order to reach the targets of the 
European Green Deal; notes that increased sustainability requirements demand adequate 
funding; draws attention to the fact that the COVID-19 crisis highlighted the importance 
of Union food production and supply; recalls that food security and food chain 
sustainability require investments and support to farmers and small and medium-sized 
enterprises (SMEs) in rural areas;

4. Asks the Commission to commit, when revising the draft budget via the amending 
letter, to adjusting its figures in order to address the market crisis in certain key sectors 
negatively impacted by the COVID-19 crisis;

5. Recalls the importance of Horizon Europe programme in supporting research, 
development and innovation in the agri-food sector and bioeconomy, which is essential 
in the transition to a zero-carbon economy by replacing fossil-based products.


