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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Agriculture and Rural Development calls on the Committee on Budgetary 
Control, as the committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions into its 
motion for a resolution:

1. Recalls that the Common Agricultural Policy (CAP) accounts for 98 % of expenditure 
on ‘Natural resources’; notes that the level of error is below materiality for ‘Natural 
resources’, taking into consideration the Court’s estimated level of error (1,9 %); notes 
that direct payments, representing 70 % of ‘natural resources’ expenditure, were 
significantly below the materiality threshold;

2. Notes that the level of error was material for the spending areas that the Court had 
identified as higher risk, including rural development, market measures, environment 
and climate action; points out, however, that the error rate of 2,7 % for rural 
development represents a considerable improvement on the situation in previous years; 
observes that high-risk expenditure mainly concerned reimbursement-based payments, 
for instance in the fields of cohesion and rural development, where Union spending is 
managed by Member States; understands that high-risk expenditure is often subject to 
complex rules and eligibility criteria;

3. Is satisfied that the level of expenditure on direct payments, compared to the net ceilings 
laid down in Regulation (EU) No 1307/2013,  have reached 99 % since 2017; notes that, 
for the European Agricultural Fund for Rural Development (EAFRD), execution had 
reached a satisfactory rate at an average of 50 % of the total envelope by the end of 
2019;

4. Considers that simplification for final beneficiaries, in particular for young and new 
farmers, should be a priority for Member States when carrying out their strategic 
planning;

5. Recalls that both the Commission and the Member States are responsible for addressing 
fraud in CAP spending; encourages them to step up their efforts to prevent and detect 
fraud, in cooperation with the anti-fraud office (OLAF);


