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SHORT JUSTIFICATION

In December 2019, the European Commission presented the European Green Deal (EGD), 
which intrinsically is the EU’s plan to make our economy sustainable while achieving climate 
neutrality in 2050.  A number of strategies have already been published under its umbrella, 
including the Farm to Fork Strategy and the Biodiversity Strategy, and more are to come. 
Several legislative initiatives and reviews are also planned or ongoing with the aim to 
implement objectives defined by the EGD. 

The EGD constitutes a paradigm shift in terms of policy-making as it aims to link all Union 
activities to achieving climate neutrality and sustainable development while at the same time 
transforming our linear economy into a circular economy. One of the consequences of this new 
context is the different nature of the 8th Environment Action Programme (8th EAP) compared 
to the previous one, which contained lists of targets and actions. Instead, the 8th EAP will give 
accountability to, and be the central monitoring tool for, the European Green Deal, as well as 
the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). It will also be a key co-decision instrument and a 
long-term tool for environmental and climate policy planning until 2030, with a 2050 vision to 
“live well, within the planetary boundaries.”

In order to tackle environmental degradation and achieve the EU’s long-term aim of living 
within our planetary boundaries, the 8th EAP should commit to a shift towards a sustainable 
well-being economy with the 2030 Sustainable Development Goals as the foundation. A well-
being economy considers that public interests should determine economics, and not the other 
way around. It prioritises what truly matters: the wellbeing of all citizens, combining prosperity 
with social progress within planetary boundaries, protecting the planet’s resources for future 
generations and other species. Shifting to a well-being economy requires a governance 
approach, which puts people and their well-being at the centre of policy and decision-making.

The thematic priority objectives set up by the Commission need to be specific, measurable, 
aligned but not limited by the commitments of the European Green Deal. They should provide 
a pathway for progressively stepping up EU environmental actions and measures where 
necessary. These priority objectives should also feature specific contributions from specific 
policy areas such as nature restoration, trade, agriculture and soil, fisheries management, forest 
management and circular economy. This requires that all existing legislation and new initiatives 
are shown to be consistent with the 8th EAP priority objectives, the precautionary principle and 
the polluter-pays-principle, actively contribute to achieving the SDGs and takes account of the 
cost of inaction. A ‘think sustainability first’ principle is needed within the better regulation 
process

The 8th EAP must ensure that the monitoring of “systemic transformation” is a priority and 
include the duty to identify and respond to cases of system lock-in that block progress with the 
European Green Deal as well as the duty to identify solutions and have these feed into policy. 
For agricultural policy, this notably entails the aim of transitioning to a holistic food system 
approach. Insufficient progress or monitoring should trigger new or reformed legislation, as 
well as the creation of financial incentives and penalties, based on the “polluter pays” principle. 
Insufficient progress or regressions should also lead to governance changes in order to 
guarantee policy coherence and implementation. 
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The Union’s environment policies have to be based on science. It is therefore crucial to invest 
in building up a scientific knowledge base on planetary boundaries as well as on how to identify 
and measure the effects of feedback loops, tipping points, policy incoherence and lock-in 
effects. Without this, claims that policies are within the planetary boundaries will remain 
unsubstantiated. A mid-term review shall assess progress of the priority objectives as well as 
incorporate further knowledge in this field in the programme’s monitoring framework, 
informing the development of a Green Deal II. 

The successful achievement of the goals of the EGD is a matter of interest for all EU 
institutions, and thus all should be part of the 8th EAP governance and regularly discuss the 
progress and obstacles to progress in its implementation, and together identify additional 
measures when needed. True to its name, this action programme cannot only be a monitoring 
mechanism that provides information, but rather a forward-looking one that also identifies 
solutions and catalyses change.

AMENDMENTS

The Committee on Agriculture and Rural Development calls on the Committee on the 
Environment, Public Health and Food Safety, as the committee responsible, to take into 
account the following amendments:

Amendment 1

Proposal for a decision
Recital 2

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(2) Decision No 1386/2013/EU of the 
European Parliament and of the Council23 
established the 7th Environment Action 
Programme (the 7th EAP), which sets out 
the Union’s environmental agenda until 31 
December 2020 as well as a long-term 
vision for 2050.

(2) Decision No 1386/2013/EU of the 
European Parliament and of the Council23 
established the 7th Environment Action 
Programme (the 7th EAP), which sets out 
the Union’s environmental agenda until 31 
December 2020 as well as a long-term 
vision to be achieved by 2050 at the latest.

__________________ __________________
23 OJ L 354, 28.12.2013, p. 171 23 OJ L 354, 28.12.2013, p. 171

Or. en

Amendment 2

Proposal for a decision
Recital 3 a (new)
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Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(3a) In its evaluation of the 7th EAP, 
the Commission also concluded that 
progress related to nature protection, 
health and policy integration was not 
sufficient and that there could have been 
more consideration of social issues, 
building on the existing links between 
environment and social policy. Moreover, 
the Commission noted in its evaluation 
that despite increasingly ambitious 
environmental targets, spending on 
environmental protection has remained 
low in the Union over many years. It also 
stated that failing to implement 
environmental legislation costs the Union 
economy yearly around EUR 55 billion in 
health costs and direct costs related to the 
environment. Studies on the cost of 
inaction must inform policy reflections on 
the importance of action, to better 
integrate the costs of inaction into policy,  
REFITs, recasts, impact assessments and 
reviews, ensuring that the costs related to 
the environment and health are taken on 
board in order to create a fuller picture of 
costs and benefits of action.

Or. en

Amendment 3

Proposal for a decision
Recital 4

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(4) According to the EEA report ‘The 
European environment – state and outlook 
2020, Knowledge for transition to a 
sustainable Europe’ (‘SOER 2020’), 2020 
represents a unique window of opportunity 
for the Union to show leadership on 
sustainability and to face the urgent 
sustainability challenges requiring systemic 

(4) According to the EEA report ‘The 
European environment – state and outlook 
2020, Knowledge for transition to a 
sustainable Europe’ (‘SOER 2020’), there 
is a unique but narrow window of 
opportunity for the Union in the next 
decade to show leadership on sustainability 
and to face the urgent sustainability 
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solutions. As stated in SOER 2020, the 
changes in the global climate and 
ecosystems observed since the 1950s are 
unprecedented over decades to millennia. 
The global population has tripled since 
1950, while the population living in cities 
has quadrupled. With the current growth 
model, environmental pressures are 
expected to increase further, causing direct 
and indirect harmful effects on human 
health and well-being. This is especially 
true for the sectors with the highest 
environmental impact – food, mobility, 
energy as well as infrastructure and 
buildings.

challenges requiring systemic solutions. As 
stated in SOER 2020, the changes in the 
global climate and ecosystems observed 
since the 1950s are unprecedented over 
decades to millennia. The global 
population has tripled since 1950, while the 
population living in cities has quadrupled. 
With the current growth model, 
environmental pressures are expected to 
increase further, causing direct and indirect 
harmful effects on human health and well-
being. This is especially true for the sectors 
with the highest environmental impact – 
food, mobility, energy as well as 
infrastructure and buildings.

Or. en

Amendment 4

Proposal for a decision
Recital 5

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(5) The European Commission 
responded to the challenges identified in 
the SOER 2020 by adopting the European 
Green Deal25 : a new growth strategy for 
the twin green and digital transition that 
aims to transform the Union into a fair and 
prosperous society, with a competitive, 
climate-neutral and resource-efficient 
economy. Regulation (EU) of the European 
Parliament and of the Council26 enshrines 
into law the Union target to achieve 
climate neutrality by 2050.

(5) The European Commission 
responded to the challenges identified in 
the SOER 2020 by adopting the European 
Green Deal25: a new growth strategy for 
the twin green and digital transition that 
aims to transform the Union into a fair and 
prosperous society, with a competitive, 
climate-neutral and resource-efficient 
economy. Regulation (EU) of the European 
Parliament and of the Council26 enshrines 
into law the Union target to achieve 
climate neutrality by 2050 at the latest. 
That strategy will contribute towards the 
long-term vision to be achieved by 2050 at 
the latest, but further actions and 
measures are necessary to ensure a 
genuine and systemic transformation.

__________________ __________________
25 COM(2019) 640 final. 25 COM(2019) 640 final.
26 COM(2020) 80 final. 26 COM(2020) 80 final.
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Or. en

Amendment 5

Proposal for a decision
Recital 5 a (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(5a) The European Parliament’s 
resolution of 28 November 2019 on the 
climate and environment emergency1a 
declared such emergency in Europe and 
globally, and urged the new Commission 
to take fast and important actions in that 
regard, including by remedying 
inconsistencies of current Union policies 
with the necessity of meeting the 
challenges of the climate and 
environment emergency, in particular 
through a far-reaching reform of its 
agricultural and trade policies, and by 
ensuring that all relevant future 
legislative and budgetary proposals would 
be fully aligned with the objective of 
limiting global warming to 1,5°C and 
would not contribute to biodiversity loss. 
The Commission’s reflection paper of 30 
January 2019 ‘Towards a sustainable 
Europe by 2030’ concluded that the 
ecological crisis is Europe’s most pressing 
sustainability challenge. On 10 December 
2019, the General Affairs Council 
adopted conclusions expressing regret 
that the use of natural resources is 
becoming increasingly unsustainable. The 
Council also noted with concern that a 
significant share of that negative 
environmental impacts appear outside the 
Union. In that respect, the European 
Parliament called on the Commission to 
develop a target to reduce the global 
footprint of Union’s consumption and 
production with respect to the Earth’s 
planetary boundaries.
___________________
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1a Texts adopted, 28.11.2019, 
P9_TA(2019)0078.

Or. en

Amendment 6

Proposal for a decision
Recital 8

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(8) The 8th EAP should support the 
environment and climate action objectives 
of the European Green Deal in line with 
the long-term objective to “live well, 
within the planetary boundaries” by 2050, 
which is already established in the 7th 
EAP. It should contribute to achieving the 
United Nations’ 2030 Agenda and its 
Sustainable Development Goals.

(8) The 8th EAP should support the 
objectives of the European Green Deal in 
line with the long-term objective to “live 
well, within the planetary boundaries” by 
2050 at the latest. It should contribute to 
achieving the United Nations’ 2030 
Agenda and its Sustainable Development 
Goals, and enable a transformative shift 
towards a Union economy that guarantees 
well-being within planetary boundaries.

Or. en

Amendment 7

Proposal for a decision
Recital 9

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(9) The 8th EAP should accelerate the 
transition to a regenerative economy that 
gives back to the planet more than it takes. 
A regenerative growth model recognises 
that the wellbeing and prosperity of our 
societies depend on a stable climate, a 
healthy environment and thriving 
ecosystems, which provide a safe operating 
space for our economies. As the global 
population and the demand for natural 
resources continues to grow, economic 
activity should develop in a way that does 
no harm but, on the contrary, reverses 

(9) The 8th EAP should accelerate the 
transition to a regenerative economy that 
gives back to the planet more than it takes, 
leading to improvement in the state of 
nature, the functioning of ecosystems on 
land and sea, and to commitments in 
ecosystem-based management and 
investments in restoration to enable the 
next generations to inherit a world in 
better state. The regenerative and 
sustainable well-being economy, led by 
public interests, should recognise that the 
wellbeing and prosperity of our societies 
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climate change and environmental 
degradation, minimises pollution and 
results in maintaining and enriching natural 
capital, therefore ensuring the abundance 
of renewable and non-renewable resources. 
Through continuous innovation, adaptation 
to new challenges and co-creation, the 
regenerative economy strengthens 
resilience and protects present and future 
generations’ wellbeing.

depend on a stable climate, a healthy 
environment and thriving ecosystems, 
which provide a safe operating space 
within planetary boundaries for our 
economies. As the global population and 
the demand for natural resources continues 
to grow, economic activity should develop 
in a way that does no harm but, on the 
contrary, reverses climate change and 
environmental degradation, eliminates 
pollution and results in maintaining and 
enriching natural capital and biodiversity, 
therefore ensuring the abundance of 
renewable and non-renewable resources. 
Through continuous innovation, adaptation 
to new challenges and co-creation, the 
regenerative and sustainable well-being 
economy strengthens resilience, improves 
the state of nature left to the next 
generations, and protects present and 
future generations’ well-being.

Or. en

Amendment 8

Proposal for a decision
Recital 9 a (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(9a) The 8th EAP should commit to a 
shift towards a sustainable well-being 
economy based on the 2030 Sustainable 
Development Goals. A well-being 
economy considers that public interests 
should determine economics, and not the 
other way around, and prioritises the well-
being of all citizens, combines prosperity 
with social progress within planetary 
boundaries, and protects the planet’s 
resources for future generations and 
other species. Shifting to such an 
economy requires a governance approach 
which puts people and their well-being at 
the centre of policy and decision-making. 
In order to achieve this, the Union would 
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need to establish new indicators of 
economic performance and social 
progress beyond GDP.

Or. en

Amendment 9

Proposal for a decision
Recital 10

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(10) The 8th EAP should set out thematic 
priority objectives in areas of climate 
neutrality, adaption to climate change, 
protecting and restoring biodiversity, 
circular economy, the zero pollution 
ambition and reducing environmental 
pressures from production and 
consumption. It should furthermore 
identify the enabling conditions to achieve 
the long-term and the thematic priority 
objectives for all actors involved.

(10) The 8th EAP should set out thematic 
priority objectives in areas of climate 
neutrality, adaption to climate change, 
protecting, and restoring biodiversity, a 
toxic-free circular economy, the zero 
pollution ambition and reducing 
environmental pressures from production 
and consumption. It should furthermore 
identify the enabling conditions to achieve 
the long-term and the thematic priority 
objectives for all actors involved.

Or. en

Amendment 10

Proposal for a decision
Recital 11

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(11) Environment policy being highly 
decentralised, action to achieve the priority 
objectives of the 8th EAP should be taken 
at different levels of governance, i.e. at the 
European, the national, the regional and the 
local level, with a collaborative approach 
to multi-level governance. The integrated 
approach to policy development and 
implementation should be strengthened 
with a view to maximising the synergies 
between economic, environmental and 

(11) Environment policy being highly 
decentralised, action to achieve the priority 
objectives of the 8th EAP should be taken at 
different levels of governance, i.e. at the 
European, the national, the regional and the 
local level, with a collaborative approach 
to multi-level governance. 
Implementation, enforcement and 
accountability are essential at all levels. 
The integrated approach to policy 
development and implementation should 
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social objectives, while paying careful 
attention to potential trade-offs and to the 
needs of vulnerable groups. Moreover, 
transparent engagement with non-
governmental actors is important for 
ensuring the success of the 8th EAP and the 
achievement of its priority objectives.

be strengthened with a view to maximising 
the synergies between economic, 
environmental and social objectives, while 
systematically evaluating the potential 
trade-offs and the needs of vulnerable 
groups. Moreover, transparent and 
continuous engagement with non-
governmental actors and the broader 
public is important for ensuring the success 
of the 8th EAP. That includes making the 
impact assessments the policies are based 
on public and accessible immediately 
upon their completion, in light of the 
judgment of the European Court of 
Justice in Case C-57/16 P1a.

__________________
1a C-57/16 P, ClientEarth v Commission, 
ECLI:EU:C:2018:660.

Or. en

Amendment 11

Proposal for a decision
Recital 11 a (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(11a) The 8th EAP recognises that, in 
order to achieve those objectives, a deep 
transformative change is required, and 
that an integrated, systems-thinking 
analysis is needed to understand and 
address inter-dependencies, feedback 
loops, and system lock-in effects. That 
transformative change requires coherent 
whole-of-government approaches to 
enable progress.

Or. en
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Amendment 12

Proposal for a decision
Recital 12

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(12) Enhanced cooperation with partner 
countries, good global environmental 
governance as well as synergies between 
internal and external Union policies are 
key to reach the Union’s environmental 
and climate objectives.

(12) Enhanced cooperation with partner 
countries, good global environmental 
governance as well as synergies and 
coherence between all internal and 
external Union policies in order to attain 
Policy Coherence for Sustainable 
Development (PCSD) are key to achieving 
the Union’s environmental and climate 
objectives. Achievement of those 
objectives is also dependent on achieving 
all the UN 2030 Sustainable Development 
Goals.

Or. en

Amendment 13

Proposal for a decision
Recital 13

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(13) The European Commission should 
assess the progress in achieving the priority 
objectives of the 8th EAP by the Union and 
the Member States in the context of the 
transition towards greater sustainability, 
wellbeing and resilience. This is in line 
with calls of the Council27 and the 
European Economic and Social 
Committee28 for measuring economic 
performance and societal progress “beyond 
GDP”, and moving towards using well-
being as a compass for policy, which is 
also supported by the OECD29 .

(13) The Commission should assess the 
progress in achieving the priority 
objectives of the 8th EAP by the Union and 
the Member States in the context of the 
transition towards a resilient, sustainable 
well-being economy within planetary 
boundaries. This is in line with calls of the 
Council27 and the European Economic and 
Social Committee28 for measuring 
economic performance and societal 
progress “beyond GDP”, and moving 
towards using well-being as a compass for 
policy, which is also supported by the 
OECD29.

__________________ __________________
27 See e.g. 
https://data.consilium.europa.eu/doc/docu

27 See e.g. 
https://data.consilium.europa.eu/doc/docu
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ment/ST-10414-2019-INIT/en/pdf ment/ST-10414-2019-INIT/en/pdf
28 https://www.eesc.europa.eu/en/our-
work/opinions-information-
reports/opinions/reflection-paper-towards-
sustainable-europe-2030.

28 https://www.eesc.europa.eu/en/our-
work/opinions-information-
reports/opinions/reflection-paper-towards-
sustainable-europe-2030.

29 See e.g. the OECD Well-being 
Framework, the OECD Framework for 
Policy Action on Inclusive Growth, the 
Better Life Initiative and the New 
Approaches to Economic Challenges 
Initiative.

29 See e.g. the OECD Well-being 
Framework, the OECD Framework for 
Policy Action on Inclusive Growth, the 
Better Life Initiative and the New 
Approaches to Economic Challenges 
Initiative.

Or. en

Amendment 14

Proposal for a decision
Recital 14

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(14) The assessment of progress towards 
the priority objectives of the 8th EAP 
should reflect the latest developments as 
regards the availability and relevance of 
data and indicators. It should be coherent 
with and without prejudice to monitoring 
or governance tools covering more specific 
aspects of environment and climate policy, 
such as in particular Regulation 1999/2018 
of the European Parliament and of the 
Council30 , the Environmental 
Implementation Review or monitoring 
tools relating to circular economy, zero 
pollution, biodiversity, air, water, soil, 
waste, or any other environment policies. 
Together with other tools used in the 
European Semester, the Eurostat SDG 
Monitoring and in the Commission’s 
Strategic Foresight Report31, it would be 
part of a coherent interconnected set of 
monitoring and governance tools.

(14) The assessment of progress towards 
the priority objectives of the 8th EAP 
should reflect the latest developments as 
regards the availability and relevance of 
data and indicators. It should be coherent 
with and without prejudice to monitoring 
or governance tools covering more specific 
aspects of environment and climate policy, 
such as in particular Regulation 1999/2018 
of the European Parliament and of the 
Council30 , the Environmental 
Implementation Review or monitoring 
tools relating to a toxic-free circular 
economy, zero pollution, biodiversity, air, 
water, soil, waste, or any other 
environment policies. Together with tools 
used in the European Semester, the 
Eurostat SDG Monitoring and in the 
Commission’s Strategic Foresight 
Report31, assessment of progress towards 
the 8th EAP’s priority objectives should 
form part of a larger, coherent and 
interconnected set of monitoring and 
governance tools, covering not only 
environmental but also social and 
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economic factors. The Commission 
should carry out an assessment of existing 
monitoring frameworks and indicators at 
Union level, the results of which could 
lead to the establishment of a set of 
indicators which measure progress 
towards a sustainable well-being 
economy.

__________________ __________________
30 Regulation (EU) 2018/1999 of the 
European Parliament and of the Council of 
11 December 2018 on the Governance of 
the Energy Union and Climate Action, OJ 
L 328, 21.12.2018, p. 1–77.

30 Regulation (EU) 2018/1999 of the 
European Parliament and of the Council of 
11 December 2018 on the Governance of 
the Energy Union and Climate Action, OJ 
L 328, 21.12.2018, p. 1–77.

31 COM/2020/493 final. 31 COM(2020)0493.

Or. en

Amendment 15

Proposal for a decision
Recital 14 a (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(14a) There is an increasing body of 
knowledge and ongoing work-streams in 
the Joint Research Centre, the European 
Environment Agency and other 
organisations on the planetary boundaries 
(e.g. freshwater use, land use change, 
ocean acidification) and on the Union 
consumption footprint. Advancing this 
work is important to inform policy makers 
and stakeholders and supports the 
identification of key systemic challenges.

Or. en

Justification

See, for example, 'Is Europe living within the limits of our planet? An assessment of Europe’s 
environmental footprints in relation to planetary boundaries, Joint EEA/FOEN Report (EEA 
Report No 01/2020)
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Amendment 16

Proposal for a decision
Recital 14 b (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(14b) In order to achieve the 8th EAP's 
priority objectives and 2050 vision, a deep 
transformative change is required in the 
way that our societies are organised. 

Or. en

Amendment 17

Proposal for a decision
Recital 18

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(18) In order to take account of evolving 
policy objectives and the progress made, 
the 8th EAP should be evaluated by the 
Commission in 2029.

(18) In order to take account of evolving 
policy objectives and the progress made, 
the 8th EAP should be evaluated by the 
Commission in 2029, and the Commission 
should present a proposal for the 9th EAP 
in a timely matter, with a view to avoiding 
a gap between the 8th and 9th EAP. 
Moreover, to assess progress on the 8th 
EAP and to inform the priorities of the 
incoming Commission, a mid-term 
evaluation should be carried out in 2024. 
Also, the Commission should take into 
account the results in its political 
guidelines and produce a report by 31 
March 2025 in which it would outline its 
environment and climate priorities for the 
years to follow in a European Green Deal 
II.

Or. en
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Amendment 18

Proposal for a decision
Recital 18 a (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(18a) Pursuant to Article 191(2) of the 
Treaty on the Functioning of the 
European Union (TFEU), Union policy 
on the environment is to aim at a high 
level of protection taking into account the 
diversity of situations in the various 
regions of the Union, and is to be based 
on the precautionary principle and on the 
principles that preventive action should be 
taken, that environmental damage should 
as a priority be rectified at source and that 
the polluter should pay.

Or. en

Amendment 19

Proposal for a decision
Recital 18 b (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(18b) The phasing out of 
environmentally harmful subsidies at 
Union and national level without delay 
was one of the 7th EAP’s objectives which 
was not reached. It has since then been 
confirmed as a central objective of the 
European Green Deal. The removal of all 
harmful subsidies, including subsidies 
through State aid and indirect subsidies, 
such as tax exemptions, which contribute 
to the continuation of harmful practices, 
including in the food sector, undermine 
climate and biodiversity efforts, and use 
up valuable resources that are needed for 
a just transition towards a climate-neutral 
and biodiversity-rich economy. The 
removal of such subsidies should 
therefore be kept as a priority and actually 
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enforced.

Or. en

Amendment 20

Proposal for a decision
Recital 18 c (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(18c) Regular monitoring, reporting and 
consideration of progress and lack of 
progress and the obstacles hindering the 
progress are essential to appreciate 
whether advances are sufficient for given 
objectives and hence whether adaptive 
management measures are needed. It is 
particularly important to understand 
enabling and blocking measures, lock-in 
issues and system effects in a timely 
manner. In addition, metrics to monitor 
the systemic transformation in the Union, 
ecosystem and societal resilience, and 
well-being are needed in each areas 
where existing metrics could be 
strengthened. It is also essential to 
understand cases where there is a lack of 
policy coherence that requires attention if 
commitments are to be met. The 
monitoring should include specific 
measures on system change and lock-in, 
policy coherence, and identification of 
feedback loops, interactions and non-
linearities that could significantly affect 
understanding and hence policy response; 
and integrate emerging knowledge and 
scientific evidence.

Or. en

Amendment 21

Proposal for a decision
Article 1 – paragraph 2



PE663.278v01-00 18/41 PA\1222490EN.docx

EN

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

2. The 8th EAP aims at accelerating 
the transition to a climate-neutral, 
resource-efficient, clean and circular 
economy in a just and inclusive way, and 
endorses the environmental and climate 
objectives of the European Green Deal and 
its initiatives.

2. The 8th EAP aims at accelerating 
the transition to a climate-neutral, 
sustainable, non-toxic, resource-efficient, 
circular, renewable energy-based and 
resilient economy in a just and inclusive 
way, and at protecting, restoring and 
improving the quality of the environment, 
including air, water, and soil, halting and 
reversing biodiversity loss, and tackling 
the degradation of ecosystems. It endorses 
and builds on the objectives of the 
European Green Deal.

Or. en

Amendment 22

Proposal for a decision
Article 1 – paragraph 3

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

3. The 8th EAP forms the basis for 
achieving the environmental and climate 
objectives defined under the United 
Nations 2030 Agenda and its Sustainable 
Development Goals and its monitoring 
framework constitutes the environment and 
climate part of the EU’s efforts to measure 
progress towards greater sustainability, 
including climate neutrality and resource 
efficiency, wellbeing and resilience.

3. The 8th EAP forms the basis for 
achieving the environmental and climate 
objectives defined under the United 
Nations 2030 Agenda and its Sustainable 
Development Goals and its monitoring 
framework constitutes the environment and 
climate part of the EU’s efforts to measure 
progress towards sustainability, including 
climate neutrality and resource efficiency, 
wellbeing and resilience.

Or. en

Amendment 23

Proposal for a decision
Article 2 – paragraph 1
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Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

1. The 8th EAP has the long-term 
priority objective for 2050 that citizens 
live well, within the planetary boundaries 
in a regenerative economy where nothing 
is wasted, no net emissions of greenhouse 
gases are produced and economic growth 
is decoupled from resource use and 
environmental degradation. A healthy 
environment underpins the well-being of 
citizens, biodiversity thrives and natural 
capital is protected, restored and valued in 
ways that enhance resilience to climate 
change and other environmental risks. The 
Union sets the pace for ensuring the 
prosperity of present and future generations 
globally.

1. The 8th EAP shall have the long-
term priority objective that by 2050, at the 
latest, citizens live well within the 
planetary boundaries in a regenerative and 
sustainable well-being economy where 
nothing is wasted and climate neutrality is 
achieved, notably through enhanced 
carbon storage in farmlands and forests. 
A healthy environment underpins the well-
being of present and future generations, 
biodiversity thrives and nature is protected 
and restored, as well as allowing for 
enhanced resilience to climate change and 
other environmental risks. The Union sets 
the pace for ensuring the prosperity of 
present and future generations globally, 
taking into account planetary boundaries, 
within a safe operating space where we 
can flourish and thrive without harming 
the Earth’s natural systems.

Or. en

Amendment 24

Proposal for a decision
Article 2 – paragraph 2 – introductory part

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

2. The 8th EAP has the following six 
thematic priority objectives:

2. The 8th EAP has the following six 
thematic priority objectives, to be achieved 
by 2030 at the latest:

Or. en

Amendment 25

Proposal for a decision
Article 2 – paragraph 2 – point a
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Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(a) irreversible and gradual reduction 
of greenhouse gas emissions and 
enhancement of removals by natural and 
other sinks in the Union to attain the 2030 
greenhouse gas emission reduction target 
and achieve climate neutrality by 2050 as 
laid down in Regulation (EU) …/…32 ;

(a) irreversible, swift and predictable 
reduction of greenhouse gas emissions and 
enhancement of removals by natural sinks 
in the Union, in line with the Union's 
climate and environment objectives, to 
attain the 2030 greenhouse gas emission 
reduction target as laid down in Regulation 
(EU) …/…32 ;

__________________ __________________
32 COM/2020/80 final. 32 COM(2020)0080.

Or. en

Amendment 26

Proposal for a decision
Article 2 – paragraph 2 – point b

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(b) continuous progress in enhancing 
adaptive capacity, strengthening resilience 
and reducing vulnerability to climate 
change;

(b) continuous progress in enhancing 
adaptive capacity, strengthening resilience 
and reducing vulnerability of society, the 
economy and nature to climate change;

Or. en

Amendment 27

Proposal for a decision
Article 2 – paragraph 2 – point c

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(c) advancing towards a regenerative 
growth model that gives back to the planet 
more than it takes, decoupling economic 
growth from resource use and 
environmental degradation, and 
accelerating the transition to a circular 
economy;

(c) advancing towards a regenerative 
and sustainable well-being economy that 
gives back to the planet more than it takes, 
achieving full transition to a toxic-free 
circular economy, combining the idea of 
prosperity with the possibility of social 
progress within planetary boundaries;
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Or. en

Amendment 28

Proposal for a decision
Article 2 – paragraph 2 – point e

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(e) protecting, preserving and restoring 
biodiversity and enhancing natural 
capital, notably air, water, soil, and forest, 
freshwater, wetland and marine 
ecosystems;

(e) protecting, preserving and restoring 
biodiversity and improving the 
environment, notably air, water, soil, and 
improving the health and functioning of 
ecosystems including forests, freshwater, 
wetland and marine ecosystems, with at 
least 30 % of the Union’s land areas 
protected, including at least 10 % of the 
Union’s land areas strictly protected, as 
well as implementing binding nature-
restoration targets as laid down in Union 
law;

Or. en

Amendment 29

Proposal for a decision
Article 2 – paragraph 2 – point f

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(f) promoting environmental 
sustainability and reducing key 
environmental and climate pressures 
related to production and consumption, in 
particular in the areas of energy, industrial 
development, buildings and infrastructure, 
mobility and the food system.

(f) promoting environmental 
sustainability and reducing key 
environmental and climate pressures 
related to production and consumption, in 
particular in the areas of energy, industrial 
development, buildings and infrastructure, 
mobility, international trade and food 
systems including agriculture.

Or. en
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Amendment 30

Proposal for a decision
Article 2 – paragraph 2 a (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

2a. The thematic priority objectives 
laid down in paragraph 2 shall also cover 
the targets and actions set out in the 
European Green Deal strategies as well as 
any legislative measures that contribute to 
the achievement of these objectives.
Initiatives, strategies and frameworks that 
fall under or relate to the European 
Green Deal include, inter alia, the 
Union’s 2030 climate and energy 
framework, the 2020 Circular Economy 
Action Plan, the EU Biodiversity Strategy 
to 2030, the Farm to Fork Strategy, the 
fisheries and marine ecosystems action 
plan, the EU Forest Strategy, the zero 
pollution action plan, the EU chemicals 
strategy and the EU industrial strategy.

Or. en

Amendment 31

Proposal for a decision
Article 2 – paragraph 2 b (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

2b. In order to achieve the priority 
objectives, a transformative system 
change, as well as an integrated, systems-
thinking analysis addressing inter-
dependencies, feedback loops, and system 
lock-in effects, are needed together with 
coherent whole-of-government 
approaches. As part of a new Union 
overarching framework to measure and 
establish progress towards a sustainable 
well-being economy, that is in line with 
the UN 2030 Sustainable Development 
Goals and helps guide the development of 
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new policies and initiatives, the 
Commission shall develop a 
comprehensive dashboard of “beyond 
GDP” indicators. To that end, the 
Commission shall produce a report by 31 
December 2022 in which it identifies the 
interlinkages between the various social, 
economic and environmental progress 
and monitoring frameworks that are in 
use at Union level, and highlight how 
these interlinkages can be streamlined 
and better captured by making use of 
headline indicators which are to guide 
and inform future policy making.

Or. en

Amendment 32

Proposal for a decision
Article 3 – title

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

Enabling conditions to achieve this 
programme’s priority objectives

Enabling conditions to achieve this 
programme’s priority objectives and the 
actions necessary to implement such 
conditions

Or. en

Amendment 33

Proposal for a decision
Article 3 – paragraph 1 – point a

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(a) ensuring effective and efficient 
implementation of Union legislation on 
environment and climate and striving for 
excellence in environmental performance 
at Union, national, regional and local levels 
including through providing appropriate 
administrative and compliance assurance 

(a) ensuring swift and full 
implementation of Union legislation on 
environment and climate and striving for 
excellence in environmental performance 
at Union, national, regional and local levels 
including through providing additional 
administrative and compliance assurance 
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capacity, as laid out in the regular 
Environmental Implementation Review, as 
well as stepping up action against 
environmental crime,

capacity, as laid out in the regular 
Environmental Implementation Review, as 
well as improving incentives, including 
fees and penalties, to reduce risks of non-
compliance, stepping up responses to 
environmental non-compliance and 
taking action against environmental crime,

Or. en

Amendment 34

Proposal for a decision
Article 3 – paragraph 1 – point a a (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(aa) prioritising implementation and 
enforcement of Union environmental law, 
with a systematic follow-up of 
infringement proceedings, including by 
ensuring that sufficient financial and 
human resources are allocated at Union 
and national level for this purpose;

Or. en

Amendment 35

Proposal for a decision
Article 3 – paragraph 1 – point a b (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(ab) ensuring full implementation and 
respect of the precautionary principle, the 
principles of preventive action and of 
rectification of pollution at source, and 
the polluter-pays principle;

Or. en
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Amendment 36

Proposal for a decision
Article 3 – paragraph 1 – point a c (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(ac) bringing Union trade policy in line 
with the 8th EAP, and reviewing the 
current extractive model of trade, which is 
based upon deforestation and conversion 
of other tropical and subtropical habitats, 
notably in order to feed farm animals in 
the Union;

Or. en

Amendment 37

Proposal for a decision
Article 3 – paragraph 1 – point b – indent 1

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

— mainstreaming the priority 
objectives set out in Article 2 in all 
relevant strategies, legislative and non-
legislative initiatives, programmes, 
investments and projects at Union, 
national, regional and local levels so that 
they and their implementation do no harm 
to any of the priority objectives set out in 
Article 2;

– mainstreaming the priority 
objectives set out in Article 2 in all 
relevant strategies, legislative and non-
legislative initiatives, programmes, 
investments and projects at Union, 
national, regional and local levels so that 
they and their implementation do no harm;

Or. en

Amendment 38

Proposal for a decision
Article 3 – paragraph 1 – point b – indent 1 a (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

– embedding the transition towards 
a sustainable well-being economy within 
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policy-making and evaluation processes 
by ensuring that all future legislative and 
non-legislative initiatives actively 
contribute to achieving the Sustainable 
Development Goals, and reflecting this in 
the Union’s political priorities and annual 
programming;

Or. en

Amendment 39

Proposal for a decision
Article 3 – paragraph 1 – point b – indent 1 b (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

– regularly reviewing the 
consistency of Union measures and 
policies, including sectoral legislation, the 
Union’s external action and the Union’s 
budget with the 8thEAP priority objectives 
set out in Article 2; assessments by the 
Commission of national or regional 
implementation of Union law, such as the 
CAP strategic plans, shall also include 
such a review;

Or. en

Amendment 40

Proposal for a decision
Article 3 – paragraph 1 – point b – indent 1 c (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

– assessing the consistency of any 
draft measure, including but not limited to 
any legislative and budgetary proposal, 
with the 8th EAP priority objectives set out 
in Article 2;

Or. en
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Amendment 41

Proposal for a decision
Article 3 – paragraph 1 – point b – indent 3

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

— paying careful attention to 
synergies and potential trade-offs between 
economic, environmental and social 
objectives so as to ensure that citizens’ 
needs for nutrition, housing and mobility 
are met in a sustainable way that leaves no-
one behind;

– systematically evaluating synergies 
and potential trade-offs between economic, 
environmental and social objectives for all 
initiatives so as to ensure that citizens’ 
well-being needs are met in a sustainable 
way that leaves no-one behind;

Or. en

Amendment 42

Proposal for a decision
Article 3 – paragraph 1 – point b – indent 4

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

— regularly evaluating existing 
policies and preparing impact assessments 
for new initiatives, which are based on 
wide consultations following procedures 
that are accountable, inclusive, informed 
and simple to implement, and which pay 
due regard to projected impacts on 
environment and climate;

– systematically evaluating existing 
policies, evaluating new policies within a 
year after those policies enter into force, 
and preparing impact assessments for new 
initiatives, which are based on wide 
consultations following procedures that are 
accountable, inclusive, informed and 
simple to implement, and which pay due 
regard to projected impacts on environment 
and climate;

Or. en

Amendment 43

Proposal for a decision
Article 3 – paragraph 1 – point b – indent 4 a (new)
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Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

– considering the costs of inaction 
while evaluating existing policies and 
carrying out impact assessments for new 
initiatives and ensuring due regard is paid 
to the costs related to the environment and 
health; ensuring that those evaluations 
and impact assessments take into account, 
where data exists, environmental feedback 
loops and non-linearities to ensure a more 
robust picture of risks and hence urgency 
of action; where no adequate studies exist, 
carrying out additional research, with the 
aim of creating a more robust picture of 
environmental feedback loops and future 
risks;

Or. en

Amendment 44

Proposal for a decision
Article 3 – paragraph 1 – point c

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(c) effectively integrating 
environmental and climate sustainability in 
the European Semester of economic 
governance, including in the National 
Reform Programmes and National 
Recovery and Resilience plans;

(c) effectively integrating the 
Sustainable Development Goals and 
environmental and climate sustainability in 
the European Semester of economic 
governance, including in the National 
Reform Programmes and National 
Recovery and Resilience plans;

Or. en

Amendment 45

Proposal for a decision
Article 3 – paragraph 1 – point d
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Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(d) mobilising sustainable investments 
from public and private sources, including 
of funds and instruments available under 
the Union budget, via the European 
Investment Bank and at national level;

(d) mobilising sustainable investments 
from public and private sources, including 
of funds and instruments available under 
the Union budget, via the European 
Investment Bank and at national level, 
consistent with the Union's sustainable 
finance strategy;

Or. en

Amendment 46

Proposal for a decision
Article 3 – paragraph 1 – point e

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(e) phasing out environmentally 
harmful subsidies at Union and national 
level, making the best use of market-based 
instruments and green budgeting tools, 
including those required to ensure a 
socially fair transition, and supporting 
businesses and other stakeholders in 
developing standardised natural capital 
accounting practices;

(e) strengthening environmentally 
positive incentives while phasing out as 
early as possible all direct and indirect 
environmentally harmful subsidies at 
Union and national, sub-national and local 
level, including all fossil fuel subsidies by 
2025 at the latest;

Or. en

Amendment 47

Proposal for a decision
Article 3 – paragraph 1 – point f

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(f) ensuring that environmental 
policies and action are based on the best 
available scientific knowledge and 
strengthening the environmental 
knowledge base and its uptake, including 
by research, innovation, fostering green 

(f) ensuring that environmental 
policies and action are based on the best 
available scientific knowledge and 
strengthening the environmental 
knowledge base and its uptake, including 
by research, innovation, fostering green 
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skills, and further building up 
environmental and ecosystem accounting;

skills, engagement with civil society and 
further building up environmental and 
ecosystem accounting;

Or. en

Amendment 48

Proposal for a decision
Article 3 – paragraph 1 – point f a (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(fa) building up the knowledge base on 
the requirements for a deep 
transformative change, including on how 
to effectively identify, evaluate, assess and 
measure inter alia the effects of feedback 
loops, tipping points, the lack of policy 
coherence and lock-in effects;

Or. en

Amendment 49

Proposal for a decision
Article 3 – paragraph 1 – point g

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(g) harnessing the potential of digital 
and data technologies to support 
environment policy while minimising their 
environmental footprint;

(g) harnessing the potential of digital 
and data technologies to support 
environment policy while minimising their 
environmental footprint, and ensuring 
transparency and public accessibility of 
this data;

Or. en

Amendment 50

Proposal for a decision
Article 3 – paragraph 1 – point h
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Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(h) making full use of nature based 
solutions and social innovation;

(h) making full use of ecosystem based 
solutions and social innovation including 
by investing more into biodiversity 
protection and restoration, in line with the 
minimum spending targets agreed in the 
Union budget and with the funding 
objectives in the EU Biodiversity Strategy, 
which should be tracked through a strong 
methodology that builds on the Union’s 
taxonomy criteria as they become 
available;

Or. en

Amendment 51

Proposal for a decision
Article 3 – paragraph 1 – point k – indent 1

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

– engaging with partner countries on 
climate and environmental action, 
encouraging and supporting them to adopt 
and implement rules in these areas that are 
as ambitious as those of the Union, and 
ensuring that all products placed on the 
Union market fully comply with relevant 
Union requirements in line with the 
Union’s international commitments;

– engaging with partner countries on 
the 8th EAP priority objectives, 
encouraging and supporting them to adopt 
and implement rules in these areas that are 
as ambitious as those of the Union, and 
ensuring that all products placed on the 
Union market or exported from the Union 
fully comply with relevant Union 
requirements in line with the Union’s 
international commitments; in this regard 
promoting the global phase-out of 
pesticides no longer approved in the 
Union and committing to ensure that 
hazardous pesticides banned for use in 
the Union are not exported outside the 
Union;

Or. en



PE663.278v01-00 32/41 PA\1222490EN.docx

EN

Amendment 52

Proposal for a decision
Article 3 – paragraph 1 – point k – indent 5

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

– ensuring that the Union and the 
Member States’ financial assistance to 
third countries promotes the UN 2030 
Agenda.

– ensuring that the Union and the 
Member States’ financial assistance to 
third countries promotes the UN 2030 
Agenda and does not undermine any of 
the Sustainable Development Goals.

Or. en

Amendment 53

Proposal for a decision
Article 3 – paragraph 1 – point k – indent 5 a (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

– strengthening the capacity of 
citizens to act, through awareness raising, 
lifelong education and civic involvement.

Or. en

Amendment 54

Proposal for a decision
Article 3 – paragraph 1 a (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

1a. Achieving the enabling conditions 
set out in Article 3(1) shall require 
concrete actions to be taken:
– the Commission shall, by 30 June 
2022, establish a public database on its 
website showing the steps taken in 
response to environmental infringement 
and preliminary reference judgements. 
That database shall be kept up to date;
– the Commission shall adopt and 
implement by 30 June 2022 a ‘think 
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sustainability first’ approach in its better 
regulation guidelines;
– the Commission shall align Union 
trade policy with the 8th EAP, which shall 
notably be achieved through the 
Commission’s ongoing review of its trade 
policy, which should aim at eliminating 
all trade and investment rules that conflict 
with climate and biodiversity protection, 
and to make the European Green Deal 
and the Sustainable Development Goals 
the reference point of Union trade policy. 
The Commission shall ensure that the 
sustainable development chapters (TSD) 
are legally binding and enforceable in 
future, and revised trade agreements, and 
their compliance, is checked regularly by 
the parties of the agreements, including a 
strong role for civil society;
– the Commission shall carry out the 
reviews referred to in indent 1b of point 
(b) of paragraph 1 of this Article). Where, 
based on those reviews, the Commission 
finds that Union measures and policies 
are inconsistent with the 8th EAP priority 
objectives set out in Article 2, it shall take 
as soon as possible the necessary 
measures in accordance with the Treaties 
for remedying that inconsistency;
– the Commission shall carry out the 
assessments referred to in indent 1c of 
point (b) of paragraph 1 of this Article. 
Where, based on those assessments, the 
Commission finds that Union measures 
and policies are inconsistent with the 8th 
EAP priority objectives set out in Article 
2, it shall align the draft measure with the 
priority objectives before its adoption. 
That analysis shall be included in any 
impact assessment accompanying those 
measures or proposals;
– the Commission shall, for the 
purpose of carrying out impact 
assessments, develop additional tools to 
assess the environmental impacts of new 
policies, initiatives and legislation on 
biodiversity, pollution and resource use, 
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in addition to the sole tool currently used 
which focuses on climate change, and 
extend their use to Member States, 
wherever possible;
– the Commission shall, for all 
environmentally harmful subsidies apart 
from fossil fuel subsidies, produce an 
assessment by 30 June 2022 capturing the 
current situation at Union, national, sub-
national and local level, identifying 
pathways for a full and swift phase out, 
and for repurposing the expenditures 
saved from environmentally harmful 
subsidies to provide incentives for 
environmental protection;
– the Commission shall 
systematically present detailed feedback 
on how stakeholder consultation 
responses have influenced, and are 
thereby integrated into, new Union 
strategies, policies and law;
– the Commission shall publish 
impact assessments immediately upon 
their completion;
– the Commission shall establish by 
31 December 2021 a public dashboard on 
its website where it maintains an up-to-
date overview of all of the targets 
established through the European Green 
Deal. This dashboard shall give an 
overview of Union and, where applicable, 
national targets. The Commission shall 
also add links to the reports of the 
monitoring framework as set out in 
Article 4 to the dashboard. The 
Commission shall actively communicate 
the dashboard to citizens.

Or. en

Amendment 55

Proposal for a decision
Article 3 – paragraph 2 a (new)
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Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

2a. The relevant Union institutions 
and Member States shall be responsible 
for taking appropriate action, with a view 
to the delivery of the priority objectives set 
out in Article 2. Action shall be taken with 
due account of the principles of conferral, 
subsidiarity and proportionality, in 
accordance with Article 5 of the Treaty on 
European Union.
Public authorities at all levels shall work 
with businesses and social partners, civil 
society and individual citizens in 
implementing the 8th EAP.

Or. en

Amendment 56

Proposal for a decision
Article 4 – title

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

Monitoring framework Indicators, monitoring framework and 
governance

Or. en

Amendment 57

Proposal for a decision
Article 4 – paragraph -1 (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

-1. The Commission shall set out a set 
of headline indicators to measure 
progress towards the priority objectives 
referred to in Article 2, by 31 December 
2021, in a consultative process whereby 
all relevant stakeholders are consulted.
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Or. en

Amendment 58

Proposal for a decision
Article 4 – paragraph 1

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

1. The Commission, supported by the 
European Environment Agency and the 
European Chemicals Agency, shall assess 
and report on the progress of the Union and 
the Member States with regard to 
achieving the priority objectives laid down 
in Article 2 on a regular basis, taking into 
consideration the enabling conditions laid 
down in Article 3.

1. The Commission, supported by the 
European Environment Agency and the 
European Chemicals Agency, shall 
monitor, assess and report on the progress 
of the Union and the Member States with 
regard to achieving the priority objectives 
laid down in Article 2 on a regular basis, 
taking into consideration the enabling 
conditions laid down in Article 3.

Or. en

Amendment 59

Proposal for a decision
Article 4 – paragraph 1 a (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

1a. The assessment referred to in 
paragraph 1 shall also include 
information on progress made towards a 
genuine systemic transformation that is 
needed in order to reach the 8th EAP 
long-term priority objective of living well 
within planetary boundaries by 2050. In 
order to achieve that objective, monitoring 
shall, as soon as possible, include specific 
measurements on systems change and 
lock-in, policy coherence , and the 
identification and measurement of 
feedback loops and interactions, whilst 
also integrating emerging scientific 
knowledge and information from 
foresight studies.



PA\1222490EN.docx 37/41 PE663.278v01-00

EN

Or. en

Amendment 60

Proposal for a decision
Article 4 – paragraph 1 b (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

1b. The Commission, European 
Parliament and the Council shall 
regularly exchange views on the report 
referred to in paragraph 1 and, as part of 
the Union’s annual programming, shall 
identify additional legislative and non-
legislative measures and actions when 
progress is considered to be too slow or in 
order to overcome identified barriers.

Or. en

Amendment 61

Proposal for a decision
Article 4 – paragraph 3 – point b a (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(ba) working on closing gaps in, and 
optimising, relevant indicator sets, such as 
those relating to planetary boundaries, 
environmental footprints, governance, 
sustainable finance, inequalities, 
production and consumption systems; 
developing further methods to 
operationalise planetary boundaries for 
use at the Union and national levels in 
order to monitor performance against 
planetary boundaries; this applies in 
particular to food and farming related 
indicators in order to achieve a holistic, 
more localised, low-input, nature-based 
food system in a way that fits planetary 
and local boundaries;
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Or. en

Amendment 62

Proposal for a decision
Article 4 – paragraph 3 – point c a (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(ca) identifying environmental 
thresholds, such as planetary boundaries, 
which represent tipping points, with the 
aim of defining a safe operating space for 
the Union, and monitoring whether 
Union policies and legislation are 
ambitious enough to keep the Union 
within the planet’s safe operating space 
with a view to identifying and proposing, 
where necessary, legislative proposals in 
order to prevent exceeding those 
thresholds;

Or. en

Amendment 63

Proposal for a decision
Article 4 – paragraph 3 – point c b (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(cb) conducting research into, and 
compiling different tools, such as 
foresight reports, which provide 
information on 'distance to target', by 
using the current state of progress 
towards achieving the priority objectives 
and the 2050 vision and assessing how far 
away from achieving these objectives the 
Union will be in 2030 and 2050 
respectively;

Or. en
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Amendment 64

Proposal for a decision
Article 4 – paragraph 3 – point c c (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(cc) building on existing monitoring in 
order to incorporate specific 
measurements on systems change and 
lock-in, policy coherence and the 
identification of feedback loops and 
interactions;

Or. en

Amendment 65

Proposal for a decision
Article 4 – paragraph 3 – point c d (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(cd) issuing country specific 
recommendations where weak progress 
has been identified;

Or. en

Amendment 66

Proposal for a decision
Article 4 – paragraph 3 – point c e (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(ce) considering reviewing legislation 
where inconsistencies are found between 
the priority objectives set out in Article 2 
and the Union measures and policies, 
including sectoral legislation, the Union’s 
external action and the Union’s budget;

Or. en
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Amendment 67

Proposal for a decision
Article 4 a (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

Article 4a
Mid-term review

By 31 March 2024, the Commission shall 
carry out a mid-term evaluation of the 
progress achieved towards the priority 
objectives set out in Article 2(2), including 
the targets under the European Green 
Deal, based on the assessment referred to 
Article 4(1), and the outcome of a public 
consultation, and shall submit a report to 
the European Parliament and the 
Council.
While the monitoring of the progress 
towards achieving the 2050 vision and the 
thematic priority objectives shall be 
initially based on existing indicators, 
there is a need to transition to a more 
sophisticated way of measuring progress 
which can identify and take into account 
the effects of feedback loops, tipping 
points, policy incoherence and lock-in 
effects. The mid-term evaluation of the 8th 
EAP shall include an assessment of 
progress made towards the development of 
such an evolved monitoring framework 
with the aim of deploying it in the context 
of the 8th EAP for the period 2025-2030.
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Amendment 68

Proposal for a decision
Article 4 b (new)
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Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

Article 4b
European Green Deal II

The Commission shall, by 31 March 2025, 
present to the European Parliament and 
to the Council the environment and 
climate priorities on which it plans to take 
action and how this action shall ensure 
the full achievement of the 8th EAP’s 
priority objectives and 2050 vision, in 
light of progress outlined in the mid-term 
evaluation.
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Amendment 69

Proposal for a decision
Article 5 – paragraph 1

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

By 31 March 2029, the Commission shall 
carry out an evaluation of the 8th EAP. The 
Commission shall submit a report to the 
European Parliament and to the Council 
containing the main findings of that 
evaluation, accompanied, if the 
Commission deems appropriate, by a 
legislative proposal for the next 
environmental action programme.

By 31 March 2029, the Commission shall 
carry out an evaluation of the 8th EAP. The 
Commission shall submit a report to the 
European Parliament and to the Council 
containing the main findings of that 
evaluation, accompanied, if appropriate, by 
a legislative proposal for the next 
environmental action programme.
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