
PA\1235072EN.docx PE695.060v01-00

EN United in diversity EN

European Parliament
2019-2024

Committee on Agriculture and Rural Development

2021/XXXX(BUD)

25.6.2021

DRAFT OPINION
of the Committee on Agriculture and Rural Development

for the Committee on Budgets

on the draft general budget of the European Union for the financial year 2022 - 
all sections
(2021/XXXX(BUD))

Rapporteur for opinion: Pina Picierno



PE695.060v01-00 2/3 PA\1235072EN.docx

EN

PA_NonLeg



PA\1235072EN.docx 3/3 PE695.060v01-00

EN

SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Agriculture and Rural Development calls on the Committee on Budgets, as 
the committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions into its motion for a 
resolution:

1. Highlights the importance of transitional common agricultural policy (CAP) measures 
to bridge the gap to the new legal basis for a strong contribution to the European Green 
Deal; points at the possible strong repercussions of the negotiated compromises on the 
budget structure; welcomes the reinforcement of the European Agricultural Fund for 
Rural Development (EAFRD) by EUR 5,7 billion from Next Generation EU (NGEU) in 
2022; highlights that NGEU support is not only essential to the recovery of farmers and 
rural areas from the impact of the pandemic, but also crucial to the Union’s ambitious 
environmental targets;

2. Highlights the contribution of the European Agricultural Guarantee Fund (EAGF) and 
EAFRD to the Union objective of mainstreaming climate and biodiversity in the budget 
2021-2027; highlights the preliminary estimates showing that their contribution to 
climate mainstreaming reaches over 20 % of the Union target while their contribution to 
biodiversity mainstreaming represents over 60 % of the Union objective, thus 
compensating for programmes which do not contribute to those goals;

3. Questions the cost-benefit analysis of the current crisis reserve which has remained 
unused despite several demands for support during the COVID-19 pandemic;

4. Recalls that the COVID-19 pandemic has emphasised the strategic role that agriculture 
plays in avoiding a food crisis by providing safe, high-quality food at affordable prices; 
Insists that some of the COVID-19 crisis measures supporting agricultural sectors need 
to be continued in 2022 to mitigate the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic;

5. Stresses the necessity to allocate a significant share of the Horizon Europe funds to the 
agri-food sector to support research and innovation in food, agriculture and rural 
development in order to accommodate the ambitions of the European Green Deal; urges 
the Commission to ensure that the results reach farm level; recalls the importance of 
proper advisory services for farmers to integrate state-of-the-art technologies and 
improve the sector’s competitiveness and sustainability.


