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MOTION FOR A EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT RESOLUTION 

on how the CAP can improve job creation in rural areas  

(2015/2226(INI)) 

The European Parliament, 

– having regard to Rule 52 of its Rules of Procedure, 

– having regard to the report of the Committee on Agriculture and Rural Development 

and the opinions of the Committee on Employment and Social Affairs and the 

Committee on Women's Rights and Gender Equality (A8-0000/2016), 

A. whereas, in many European countries over the past few decades, the number of farmers 

in rural areas has drastically decreased and employment in those areas has continued to 

decline; 

B. whereas, in the face of the current economic crisis, the European Union has made jobs – 

in particular via the Juncker plan – one of its key priorities, and whereas, in that 

connection, the legitimacy of the CAP must be reaffirmed so that it can be used as one 

of the principal tools for EU action as regards jobs in rural areas; 

C. whereas in order to take on the numerous challenges that European agriculture is facing 

(relating to food, the environment, energy, the climate, etc.), it is vital to come up with a 

‘new social contract’ for agriculture that encourages us to rethink the objectives of a 

genuine public policy that is in everybody’s interests; 

D. whereas the focus of agriculture needs to be shifted so that it becomes territory-based 

once again, in order to ensure that rural areas are dynamic and job-rich; 

E. whereas the foundations of the last CAP reform continue to serve as the basis for a 

dominant mode of agricultural development that relies on increasingly large, 

concentrated and specialised farms that practise intensive farming, with an increasing 

focus on capital rather than employment; 

F. whereas experience on the ground shows that other kinds of agricultural development 

are possible, providing better results in terms of food quality and agronomic, 

environmental and economic performance, and that small and medium-sized farms that 

are generally more diversified, more innovative and better organised in terms of 

forming associations involving group agriculture are more inclined to be resilient in 

times of crisis; 

G. whereas the current crisis shows that the unregulated market is unable to ensure price 

stability or maintain jobs, and that it is time to come up with new regulatory tools that 

are tailored to the hypercompetition pertaining in Europe and the rest of the world; 

H. whereas job creation in rural areas must be part and parcel of a sustainable policy that is 

tailored to ecosystems and involves the maintenance and development of agricultural 

and agriculture-related activities that forge links between the various stakeholders both 

socially and in terms of solidarity; 
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I. whereas the future of rural areas does not depend exclusively on the development of the 

agricultural sector but is also linked to the rest of the economy, and whereas there is a 

need to put in place a genuine territorial system, seeking synergies between all activities 

and allowing for collective and cross-sector approaches; 

J. whereas, to that end, it is absolutely vital to focus on the many jobs that this ‘in-place’ 

agriculture (which includes forestry) provides – jobs that cannot be relocated and that 

involve food and non-food goods, as well as services; 

K. whereas support should be provided first and foremost to family farms run by one or 

more responsible, independent farmers who work on their farms in an effective manner 

and who are much better able to deal with any problems by adapting their production 

and/or their production methods and by diversifying their activities when necessary; 

L. whereas these family farms, which create added value and jobs, help make it possible 

for new generations of farmers to emerge, as it is easier to pass on farms that are viable 

and reasonably sized; 

Under the current CAP 

1. Calls on all the Member States to implement a comprehensive generational renewal 

strategy and, in order to do this, to make full use of all the possibilities provided under 

the new CAP to support young farmers, including outside the family; 

2. Encourages the Member States to step up their support for small and medium-sized 

farms, in particular by making more use of the redistributive payment, and to introduce 

a ceiling on aid of EUR 150 000 across the board; 

3. Points out that the Member States have made extensive use of the option of granting 

coupled aid – which anchors jobs in disadvantaged areas – and calls on the Member 

States to increase the proportion of such aid; 

4. Points out that there is a need to implement the environmental dimension of direct aid, 

and that this must be part and parcel of ensuring that farms are sustainable and viable, 

and help create new jobs; 

5. Takes the view that the market measures and exceptional crisis measures provided for 

under the Single CMO must be implemented much more swiftly and proactively so as 

to limit the negative effects that falling prices have on income;  

6. Emphasises that geographical indications and organic farming represent and guarantee 

territory-based added value and create jobs, and as such should not only be protected 

but also developed; 

7. Recommends that the Member States should make more extensive use of the priority 

area concerning job creation within priority 6 of the second pillar, and of the measures 

concerning knowledge transfer and vocational and continuing training; 

8. Calls on the Member States and their regions to shift the focus of their rural policy to 

job creation, and calls on the Commission to assist them in achieving that objective; 
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9. Emphasises that establishing synergies among all stakeholders in rural society will 

make it possible – with the help of the EAFRD and other European funds – to meet the 

challenge of providing jobs in rural areas and ensure that agriculture is once again 

recognised as a key factor in territorial development; 

Under the future CAP after 2020 

10. Emphasises that the CAP must have sufficient funding to play an effective long-term 

role in fostering employment, promoting the sustainable development of agriculture and 

ensuring that rural areas retain their appeal (with a focus on quality of life) in 

comparison with urban areas; 

11. Calls on the Commission to clearly redefine and propose a European agricultural model 

that makes retaining territory-based jobs a priority; 

12. Takes the view that the funds under the future CAP ought to provide more support for 

small and medium-sized farms, which, because they are generally more diversified, 

economical and autonomous, and more easily handed over, are more effective in terms 

of creating added value and territory-based jobs; 

13. Emphasises that it is important that the CAP should provide funding for the positive 

effects that agriculture brings in terms of jobs and the environment, and that it should 

provide more support for organic farming and all other sustainable production methods 

in the context of agroecology, which will entail moving beyond current cross-

compliance standards and agri-environmental and climate measures; 

14. Takes the view that regaining control of the European market must be a principle for 

action under the future CAP, before turning to markets outside the EU; 

15. Emphasises that, against a backdrop of deep uncertainty as regards the future of low, 

volatile agricultural prices, the EU must do more to influence the markets by 

establishing safety nets and prevention and crisis management systems that could, for 

example, draw on countercyclical aid, allowing farmers to benefit from more 

advantageous prices; 

16. Calls for the PAC to prioritise, under the EIP, support for innovative, more sustainable 

agricultural and forestry models for the production of food and non-food goods and 

services (renewables, bioeconomics, etc.), developing the full range of resources in each 

rural territory; 

17. Takes the view that bottom-up approaches to local development such as 

LEADER/CLLD have proven to be effective and that they should be further 

strengthened and implemented in all Member States by means of multi-fund 

approaches; 

18. Calls for investment provided under the rural development policy to be prioritised with 

a focus on jobs; 

19. Takes the view that, for the future, there is a need to develop high-quality, territory-

based food systems by promoting individual responsibility and the involvement of all 
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stakeholders in qualitative and contract-related activities designed to ensure food and 

health security, as well as fair incomes for farmers; 

20. Calls on the Member States to make significant progress towards top-down social 

harmonisation of the agricultural workforce, thereby minimising the damage done by 

internal social dumping, which undermines jobs; 

21. Takes the view that it is vital to ensure that public and private services are in place to 

make it possible to maintain and develop employment in rural areas; 

° 

° ° 

22. Instructs its President to forward this resolution to the Council and the Commission. 

 


