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<Commission>{AGRI}Committee on Agriculture and Rural Development</Commission>

AGRI_PV(2020)0507_1
MINUTES
Meeting of 7 May 2020, 9:00-11:00
BRUSSELS (remote participation)
The meeting opened at 9:05 on Thursday, 7 May 2020, with Norbert Lins (Chair) presiding.
1.	Adoption of agenda	AGRI_OJ(2020)0507_1
The agenda was adopted.
2.	Chair's announcements
The recommendations of AGRI Coordinators of 4 May were approved.

1.		REPORTS

1.1.		Equivalence of field inspections carried out in Ukraine on cereal seed-producing crops and the equivalence of cereal seed produced in Ukraine (COM (2020) 0137)

Decision:	Coordinators took note of this legislative proposal.
Mr David asked for the application of an objection in accordance with Rule 52.1, on behalf of the ID Group, which associates Members representing a medium threshold in accordance with Rule 179 paragraph 1) letter b). 
As a result, the Commission will be invited to a future AGRI meeting to explain the proposal and, if necessary, the presentation will be followed by a vote in committee.

2.	OPINIONS

2.1.	AGRI opinion on the COM proposal on the European Climate Law

Decision:	Coordinators decided that AGRI Chair addresses a letter to the ENVI Chair requesting postponement of the vote in ENVI if their timetable remains unchanged.

3.	REQUESTS FOR ITEMS TO BE INCLUDED IN UPCOMING COMMITTEE 
MEETING AGENDAS

3.1.	Invitation to Commissioner Kyriakides and Commissioner Hahn at future AGRI meetings

Decision:	Coordinators agreed to invite Commissioner Kyriakides to come to ComAGRI meeting of 11 May, and Commissioner Hahn to come to ComAGRI meeting of 20 May.

4.		PETITIONS 

4.1.	Petition No 0767/2019 by A.-S.A. (German) on afforestation and on promoting afforestation at European and international level

4.2.	Petition 0883/2019 by Thomas Huber (German), on the abolition of subsidies for the cultivation of maize for biogas production

4.3.	Petition No 1039/2019 by P. W.  (Polish) on the allegedly unfair direct area payments to farmers

4.4.	Petition No 1046/2019 by José Ramón Carrillo Rodríguez (Spanish) on the killing of wild goats in Tenerife

4.5.	Petition 1055/2019 by Johannes Schmuckenschläger (Austrian), on behalf of the Land Chamber of Agriculture of Lower Austria, signed by 58 473 other individuals, on revising Article 16 of Directive 92/43 with regard to wolf populations

Decision:	The AGRI Committee will take note of the above-mentioned petitions and its Chair will inform the Chair of the PETI Committee that it has done so.

5.	OTHER DOCUMENTS FOR INFORMATION

Decision: 	No action with respect to any of the documents included in Annex II.

6.		ANY OTHER BUSINESS

6.1.		Opinion to BUDG-ECON on "Financing the Green Deal" 

Decision: 	The opinion was allocated to the EPP for 1 point. 

6.2.		Package of 12 Implementing and Delegated Acts officially adopted by the Commission last Thursday

Decision: 	Coordinators agreed to draft a letter outlining AGRI miscontent about the package, especially on the proposal on wine.

6.3.		Proposal for a regulation of the European Parliament and of the Council amending Regulation (EU) No 1305/2013 as regards specific measures to provide exceptional temporary support under EAFRD in response to the COVID-19 outbreak - COM(2020) 186

Outcome:	Coordinators agreed that EP input is needed to further improve the proposal. 
		This item will be further discussed at a future ComAGRI meeting.

7.	NEGOTIATION WITH THE EU – EXCHANGE OF VIEWS WITH EU NEGOTIATORS

Outcome:	The EU negotiators gave a full picture of the AGRI-related items being negotiated with the UK.
		The Coordinators underlined among others, the following topics:
		- ensure the Withdrawal Agreement remains unchanged;
		- concerns on the protection of Geographical Indications;
		- full involvement of the EP into the negotiations, particularly participation in the high-level conference taking place in June;
		- the unrealistic timetable.
		The EU negotiators assured that the AGRI opinion is in line with the current discussions.

*** 
ANNEX II

5.1.	Communication from the Commission to the European Parliament and the Council on identity of the asset manager for the common provisioning fund in accordance with article 212 of Financial Regulation 2018/1046

5.2.	Forwarding of an adopted Council decision on the position to be taken on behalf of the European Union in the international grains council concerning the accession of the Republic of Serbia to the grains trade convention, 1995, in accordance with article 218 (10) of the TFEU 

5.3.	EFSI investment committee decisions - March 2020

5.4.	Committee of the Regions decision not to issue on opinion on a draft resolution of the EP and of the Council laying down certain transitional provisions for the support by the European Agricultural Fund for Rural Development (EAFRD) and by the European Agricultural Guarantee Fund (EAGF) in the year 2021 and amending Regulations (EU) No 228/2013, (EU) No 229/2013 and (EU) No 1308/2013 as regards resources and their distribution in respect of the year 2021 and amending Regulations (EU) No 1305/2013, (EU) No 1306/2013 and (EU) No 1307/2013 as regards their resources and application in the year 2021 (COM(2019)0581 final - 2019/0254 (COD))

5.5.	ECA annual activity report for the year 2019

5.6.	ECA annual audit report for the year 2019

5.7.	Raw data used for the EFSI report 2019

5.8.	EFSI investment committee decisions - 01/10/2020 to 30/03/2020

5.9.	Proposal for a Council Regulation amending Regulation (EU, Euratom) No 1311/2013 laying down the multiannual financial framework for the years 2014-2020 - COM(2020)0174

5.10.	Communication from the Commission to the European Parliament, the European Council, the Council, the European Economic and Social Committee and the Committee of the Regions on Coronavirus Response - Using every available euro in every way possible to protect lives and livelihoods - COM(2020)0143

5.11.	Commission proposal for a Council decision on the position to be taken on behalf of the European Union in the Assembly of the Lisbon Union - COM(2020)0136

5.12.	Commission proposal for a decision of the EP and of the Council on amending Council decision 2003/17/EC as regards the equivalence of fiels inspections carried out in Ukraine on cereal seed-producing crops and on the equivalence of cereal see produced in Ukraine - COM(2020)0137

5.13.	Report from the Commission to the European Parliament and the Council on EAGF expenditure Early Warning System No 1-3/2020 - COM(2020)0147
5.14.	Motion for a resolution from Joëlle Mélin on " on banning the sale of organic products cultivated in heated greenhouses outside their harvesting season " - B9 0141/2020

5.15.	Joint communication to the EP, the Council, the European Economic and Social Committee and the Committee of the Regions on Communication on the Global EU response to Covid-19 - JOIN(2020)11

5.16.	International peer review assessing the implementation of the European Court of Auditors strategy for 2018-2020

5.17.	ECA Opinion 1/2020 on the Commission’s proposal for a regulation on transitional provisions for the Common Agricultural Policy in 2021 - COM(2019)581

5.18.	Proposal for a Council Regulation amending Regulation (EU) No 1387	/2013 suspending the autonomous Common Customs Tariff duties on certain agricultural and industrial products - COM(2020)156

5.19.	Proposal for a Council Regulation amending Regulation (EU) No 1388	/2013 opening and providing for the management of autonomous tariff quotas of the Union for certain agricultural and industrial products - COM(2020)157

5.20.	EFSI Investment Committee Decisions - April 2020 and reporting on amendment of the EFSI agreement


3.	Exchange of views with Executive Vice-President Frans Timmermans, responsible for European Green Deal, on the agriculture sector after the COVID-19 outbreak
Speakers: Norbert Lins, Frans Timmermans, Herbert Dorfmann, Paolo De Castro, Ulrike Müller, Ivan David, Martin Häusling, Zbigniew Kuźmiuk, Luke Ming Flanagan, Christine Schneider, Isabel Carvalhais, Riho Terras, Eric Andrieu, Martin Hlaváček, Elena Lizzi, Thomas Waitz, Simone Schmiedtbauer, Bert‑Jan Ruissen, Carmen Avram, Juan Ignacio Zoido Álvarez, Petros Kokkalis, Michaela Šojdrová, Maria Noichl, Francesca Donato, Atidzhe Alieva‑Veli, Anna Deparnay‑Grunenberg, Irène Tolleret, Balázs Hidvéghi, Juozas Olekas, Ruža Tomašić, Álvaro Amaro, Hilde Vautmans, Clara Aguilera, Sylvia Limmer, Sarah Wiener, Dino Giarrusso 
4.	Other business
Speakers: Mairead McGuinness, Krzysztof Jurgiel, Daniel Buda
[bookmark: PVXContinue]5.	Next meetings
•	11 May 2020, 17.00 – 19.00 (Brussels)
•	20 May 2020 (to be confirmed) (Brussels)

The meeting closed at 10.56.
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