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European Parliament resolution on the World Economic and Social Fora in Davos and 
Porto Alegre respectively

The European Parliament,

– having regard to the Declarations of the 'World Economic Forum' in Davos and the 
'World Social Forum' in Porto Alegre,

A. whereas globalisation has become a key element of today's world order,

B. whereas growth and economic development models must move beyond economic 
growth per se to include high environmental protection standards and responsible social 
protection,

C. whereas international organisations such as the IMF, the World Bank, the World Trade 
Organisation and the Organisation for Economic Cooperation and Development 
(OECD) have an ever increasing influence on our economies,

D. whereas world conferences and summits of recent years have won from states 
commitments at the highest political level to open markets to developing country 
products, give debt relief, increase aid, protect the environment and place development 
at the centre of policy-making,

E. whereas world debt has increased rapidly, in particular in the developing countries 
where it has had a 35-fold increase between 1970 and 2001,

 
F. whereas the number of people living in extreme poverty in less developed countries 

(LDCs) has more than doubled over the last thirty years,

G. whereas democratic and corruption-free governance is just as important for raising 
living standards, improving distribution of food, education, health care and incomes as 
economic growth,

H. whereas globalisation is not only an economic issue, but also implies the spreading of 
democracy and human rights; whereas a good example of this is the war crime tribunals 
set up after the conflicts in the Balkans and in Rwanda and the International Criminal 
Court, which would never have been possible without globalisation,

1. Welcomes the fact that the meetings in both Davos and Porto Alegre were peaceful 
expressions of many points of view on the state of the world economic and social order 
and globalisation;

2. Emphasises, à propos the often violent anti-globalisation demonstrations that tend to 
occur on the occasion of large international summits, such as the World Economic 
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Forum and European Council meetings, that public debate must be carried out with 
political arguments, not with violence; believes also that the meeting of international 
political leaders to take decisions, solve cross-border problems or exchange views on 
current matters must be considered an essential part of democratic life;

3. Endorses the fundamental principle that free trade, entrepreneurship, competition, 
sustainable development and the use of  new technologies are the main means to create 
long-term sustainable economic growth in the world;

4. Calls for the building of a form of globalisation which aims at a better redistribution of 
wealth and respects universal human rights and the environment;

5. Calls, therefore, on the European Commission and the Member States to enhance their 
support for human rights and democratic development throughout the world; firmly 
believes that liberal democracy respecting human rights (including core labour 
standards), the rule of law and private property, combined with an open market 
economy without trade barriers, are essential for improving economic growth and 
raising standards of living in developing countries;

International Trade

6. Believes that the development of equitable international trade is an efficient instrument 
in the attempt to bring about a drastic reduction in poverty and calls for comprehensive 
private-sector development strategies;

7. Supports the development of a coherent set of global competition rules that would serve 
to structure international trade within the framework of the WTO;

8. Supports the spreading use of Corporate Social Responsibility as a positive 
development and calls on more multinational companies to include social, societal and 
environmental concerns in their business activities, but underlines that CSR must 
remain a voluntary concept; would welcome the creation of international or regional 
forums similar to the EU Multi-Stakeholder Forum on CSR;

9. Is concerned about the cloudy global economic outlook; sees entrepreneurship and 
competition as one of the key factors in establishing growth and creating jobs but not 
through a process of constant relocation of production to the cheapest labour markets or 
least regulated working environment; believes international companies have a 
responsibility to create a more humane and sustainable economic future by respecting 
minimum standards of working conditions and environmental conservation as central 
planks of their global business strategies; in this regard, supports the mainstreaming of 
Socially Responsible Investment (SRI) and stresses the need to clearly define SRI which 
can and should be motivated by sound business self-interest;

Development Policy

10. Endorses the remarks of President Fox and President Lula on the need to link together 
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social and economic policies, to build trust in government, and to tackle major world-
wide problems such as poverty, which can breed exclusion, mistrust and conflict; 
believes these comments are all the more apposite in the current uncertain climate of 
international terrorism;

11. Calls for a global development strategy based upon open markets and free competition 
balanced by equal opportunity and solidarity; in this sense believes that much of 
international trade policy, as conducted by the industrialised world, is unbalanced and 
must take more account of the need for fair access for developing countries to world 
markets, especially in those areas where they are competitive and have an opportunity to 
raise much-needed foreign earnings;

12. Believes, conversely, that the developing world must address the serious problems of 
corruption and money laundering if it is to attract stable Foreign Direct Investment 
flows in the medium term, which are essential for growth;

13. Believes that the fight against poverty must address the structural causes of poverty in 
the developing countries, and, accordingly, calls for measures to foster access to land, 
water and resources of biodiversity, a policy of local support for sustainable agriculture 
smallholdings and the alleviation of the debt, which swallows up more than 40% of the 
GNP of the LDCs;

14. Underlines that women's rights and equal opportunities are vital in democratic society, 
and that equal rights also contribute greatly to balanced population growth and 
economic development;

15. Believes that trade barriers, subsidies and other trade-distorting measures, particularly in 
sectors of special export interest to LDCs like agriculture, should be assessed with a 
view to being reduced; calls upon all industrialised countries to be prepared 
subsequently to make further market access concessions to agricultural products from 
the developing world;

16. Considers that LDCs should in some cases be allowed to protect their economy and 
proceed to selective market opening, in order to develop their own industries, their food 
independence and the survival and development of their farming;     

--0--

17. Firmly believes that no international gathering to consider the world economic order, 
international trade, the situation of developing countries or globalisation can afford to 
ignore the environmental consequences of all of these policy sectors, and that 
sustainable development has to be the cornerstone of these policies if we are to cater for 
the economic and environmental well-being of future generations;

18. Instructs its President to forward this resolution to the Council, the Commission, the 
governments of the Member States, the WTO and the Secretary-General of the United 
Nations.


