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European Parliament resolution on market regulations and competition rules for the 
liberal professions

The European Parliament,

– having regard to Articles 6, 43, 49, 81 and 82 of the Treaty establishing the European 
Community,

– having regard to Rule 42(5) of the Rules of Procedure,

A. whereas the liberal professions are one of the pillars of pluralism and independence in 
society and fulfil roles in the public interest,

B. whereas the specificity of liberal professions and the importance of their professional 
organisations' rules should be in keeping with internal market and competition rules,

1. Reaffirms that liberal professions are the expression of a fundamental democratic order 
based on law and, more particularly, are an essential element of European societies;

2. Underlines the importance of rules which are necessary, in the specific context of each 
profession, to ensure the impartiality, competence, integrity and responsibility of the 
members of that profession so as to guarantee the quality of their services, to the benefit of 
their clients and society in general;

3. Points out the need and benefits for the liberal professions to promote competition and 
freedom of provision of services in their own Member States and throughout the European 
Union;

4. Calls upon the Commission to analyse the rules governing the exercise of the different 
liberal professions in the Member States and to put an end to any restriction of 
competition or barriers to the cross-border provision of services, and if necessary to 
present legislative proposals for the liberalisation of these services;

5. Instructs its President to forward this resolution to Commission.


