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European Parliament resolution on lifting the EU embargo on arms sales to China

The European Parliament,

– having regard to the conclusions of the 6th Summit meeting between China and the 
European Union held in Beijing on 30 October 2003,

– having regard to the recent release of both EU and Chinese policy papers on EU-China 
relations, which set out the way ahead for the development of relations in the years to 
come,

– having regard to Rule 37(2) of the Rules of Procedure,

A. whereas policy towards China must necessarily take the following three key factors into 
account: EU economic interests, china's role in world politics and the development of 
human rights and of the rule of law,

B. whereas China and the EU reaffirmed their commitment to promoting peace, security and 
sustainable development throughout the world,

C. whereas China and the EU attach great importance to multilateral non-proliferation, arms 
control and disarmament,

D. whereas the human rights situation in China is still causing serious concern, as the 
crackdown on fundamental freedoms continues and torture, ill-treatment, mistreatment of 
HIV-AIDS sufferers, arbitrary detention and executions are still used to punish peaceful 
dissent and against philosophical and religious communities,

E. whereas the EU ban on arms sales to China was imposed in late June 1989, three weeks 
after pro-democracy demonstrations were ruthlessly suppressed in and around Beijing's 
Tiananmen Square,

F. taking note of a proposal by some EU countries to encourage the lifting of the ban on arms 
sales to China,

1. Strongly believes that China needs to prove it has made significant progress on human 
rights before the EU can consider lifting the ban;

2. Believes this is the wrong time, in view of Chinese threats against Taiwan, to be opening 
the way to a lifting of the European arms embargo;

3. Expresses its hope for a peaceful resolution of the Taiwan question through constructive 
dialogue, notably through supporting efforts to counter proliferation of weapons of mass 
destruction;

4. Recognises that the political situation in China has moved on since the events of June 
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1989 (Tiananmen Square) and that significant changes occurred also in the relations 
between EU and China, including the quality of the political dialogue;

5. Regrets, however, that China's observance of some basic human rights continues to fall 
short of international norms and points out that in the EU's view there are continuing 
serious human rights problems in China;

6. Calls on the Council and the Commission, given the high political value placed on it by 
China, to use the issue of the embargo as a unique opportunity to engender real progress in 
key areas of human rights, such as the long delayed Chinese ratification of key UN 
Conventions;

7. Regrets the fact that some Member States are favourably disposed towards considering a 
lifting of the EU arms embargo without consulting the other Member States of the 
European Union;

8. Deeply regrets that the European Council has invited the General Affairs and External 
Relations Council to re-examine the question of the embargo on sales of arms to China 
without any evaluation of the human rights situation in this country;

9. Instructs its President to forward this resolution to the Presidency of the EU, the 
Secretary-General of the Council and the Commission.


