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European Parliament resolution on ten years of Srebrenica - the future of the Balkans

The European Parliament,

– having regard to its previous resolutions on Bosnia-Herzegovina and the western 
Balkans, in particular that on the state of regional integration in the western Balkans 
adopted on 14 April 2005;

– having regard to the Stabilisation and Association Process (SAP) for the countries of the 
western Balkans initiated by the EU in 1999 in an effort to promote democratisation, 
justice, reconciliation and peace in the region; 

– having regard to the conclusions of the EU Thessaloniki summit of 21 June 2003 
highlighting the European perspective of the western Balkan countries, which will 
become an integral part of the EU once they meet the established criteria;

– having regard to the conclusions of the last European Council meeting held in Brussels 
on 16-17 June 2005 reaffirming its commitment to full implementation of the 
Thessaloniki agenda;

– having regard to the previous UN resolutions, in particular Security Council Resolution 
827 of 25 May 1993 whereby the International Criminal Tribunal for Former Yugoslavia 
(ICTY) was set up, and to the fact that since its creation the ICTY has singled out some 
of the worst cases of war criminals and brought them to justice;

– having regard to the forthcoming tenth Anniversary of the Srebrenica massacre and of the 
signing of the Dayton accords,

– having regard to the UN's Special Process on missing persons in the territory of the 
former Yugoslavia, and to the Red Cross International Committee's tracing,

– having regard to the report by the Chief Prosecutor of the ICTY, Carla del Ponte, to the 
UN Security Council on 13 June 2005;

– having regard to Rule 103(2) of its Rules of Procedure,

A. whereas on 11 July 1995 the eastern Bosnian town of Srebrenica, which was proclaimed 
a safe area by the UN Security Council resolution of 16 April 1993, fell to the Bosnian 
Serb forces led by General Ratko Mladic and under the direction of the then president of 
the Republika Srpska, Radovan Karadzic;
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B. whereas during four days of carnage after the fall of Srebrenica more than 8,000 Muslim 
men and boys, who had sought safety in the area of Srebrenica under the protection of the 
United Nations Protection Force (UNPROFOR), were summarily executed by Bosnian 
Serb forces commanded by General Mladic and by paramilitary units, including Serbian 
irregular police units which had entered Bosnian territory from Serbia; 

C. whereas the ICTY has made its top priority investigating and prosecuting those 
responsible for the Srebrenica genocide, Europe's worst slaughter of civilians since the 
Second World War and an infamy for the whole of the continent; 

D. having regard to the multiple violations of the Geneva Convention perpetrated by 
Bosnian Serb troops against Srebrenica's Muslim civilians, including deportations of 
thousands of women, children and elderly and the rape of a large number of women; 

E. whereas there cannot be a real peace without justice, and full and unrestricted cooperation 
with the ICTY remains a basic requirement for further continuation of the process of 
integration into the EU for the countries of the Western Balkans; 

F. whereas General Radislav Krstic of the Bosnian Serb army is the first person found guilty 
by the ICTY of aiding and abetting the Srebrenica genocide, but the two most 
prominently indicted persons, Ratko Mladic and Radovan Karadzic, are still at large ten 
years after the tragic events; 

G. whereas securing peace and stability in the western Balkans remains of the utmost 
importance for the future, and the full implementation of the Thessaloniki agenda plays a 
key role in achieving the objectives of the stabilisation and association process; 

1. Condemns in the strongest possible terms the Srebrenica massacre and expresses all its 
solidarity with the families of the victims and the survivors; states that it will do 
everything in its power to prevent such acts of monstrous barbarism from happening in 
Europe ever again; 

2. Calls on the Council and Commission to pay adequate remembrance to the tenth 
anniversary of the Srebrenica-Potocari genocide, stressing that this unbearable shame in 
Europe should be considered forever the last massacre carried out in the name of ethnic 
ideology;

3. Calls for all war criminals in the former Yugoslavia to be placed in custody and tried; 
stresses that as long as the most wanted suspects, Radovan Karadzic, Ratko Mladic and 
Ante Gotovina, manage to escape justice and defy the international community, the work 
of the ICTY will remain unfinished.  

 
4. Expresses its wholehearted support for the valuable and difficult work of the ICTY, and 

reiterates that full cooperation with the Tribunal is a precondition for all the countries of 
the region for closer cooperation with the EU; 
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5. Reiterates its demand that all persons indicted by the ICTY should be apprehended and 
transferred to The Hague without further delay, and that all countries in the region should 
meet their obligations to cooperate fully with the ICTY at all times; the capture, transfer 
and the condemnation of those guilty of war crimes is a minimum act of recognition for 
the thousands of war crimes victims in Srebrenica and elsewhere;

6. Recalls that the UN peacekeeping force failed to protect the assigned safe areas; calls on 
the UN and the relevant international institutions to put into practice the lessons learned 
from this failure and to be truly prepared for future peacekeeping missions; 

7. Is deeply moved and shocked by the video footage recently released at the Hague 
Tribunal aired on channels across the world, depicting the cold-blooded execution of six 
prisoners in civilian clothing and presenting irrefutable evidence of what actually took 
place; stresses the fact that this footage clearly shows the notorious 'Scorpions Unit', a 
Serb paramilitary group associated with the national army and police, cravenly murdering 
civilians near Srebrenica; 

8. Welcomes the reaction of Serbian Prime Minister Vojislav Kostunica to the release of the 
video footage, resulting in the arrest of the former members of the 'Scorpions Unit' 
identified in the video; supports the decision of the Serbian President, Boris Tadic, and 
the President of Serbia-Montenegro, Svetozar Marovic, to go to mourn at the Potocari 
memorial on the tenth anniversary of the Srebrenica massacre;

9. Regrets deeply that the Serbian Parliament failed to adopt a draft resolution recognising 
and formally condemning the Srebrenica massacre and giving a sign of willingness to 
cope with the past and contribute to reconciliation and peaceful resolution of problems in 
the region; 

10. Supports the call made by Lord Ashdown, the EU High Representative for Bosnia-
Herzegovina, on the Bosnian Serb ministers to specify the number of troops and identify 
all individuals from outside Bosnia involved in the video footage;

11. Calls on all parties involved, in particular the governments of Montenegro and the 
Republika Srpska, to fully cooperate with Belgrade as well as with NATO and EUFOR in 
Bosnia-Herzegovina in order to locate and bring to justice Radovan Karadzic and Ratko 
Mladic; therefore calls on the Serbian government to continue and strengthen its 
cooperation with the ICTY in an efficient way and further improve its national law 
enforcement;

12. Regrets the fact that the return of refugees and IDPs to the region has still to be fully 
implemented;

13. Stresses the importance of securing peace and stability in the western Balkans and the 
role that full implementation of the Thessaloniki agenda plays in achieving the objectives 
of the stabilisation and association process; emphasises that full and unrestricted 
cooperation with the ICTY remains an essential requirement for further continuation of 
the process of integration with the EU;
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14. Takes note that the Dayton agreement has been an important instrument to bring peace to 
the region, but is aware that Dayton is no longer an appropriate framework; therefore 
urges the Council and all parties concerned to support initiatives aiming at adapting the 
agreement by consensus;

15. Instructs its President to forward this resolution to the Council and Commission, the 
Member States, the Government and Parliament of Bosnia-Herzegovina, and the 
Governments and Parliaments of the countries of the western Balkans.


