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European Parliament resolution on observers from Bulgaria and Romania

The European Parliament,

– having regard to Rule 103(2) of its Rules of Procedure,

A. whereas the Treaties of Accession of Bulgaria and Romania have been signed following 
the assent given by the European Parliament,

B. whereas these Treaties have to be ratified by each of the existing 25 Member States and 
by Bulgaria and Romania for accession to come into effect,

C. whereas these Treaties explicitly provide for the possibility of postponing accession for a 
single period of one year, i.e. until 1 January 2008,

D. whereas, on the occasion of the accession of Estonia, Lithuania, Latvia, Malta, Poland, 
Slovakia, Slovenia, the Czech Republic, Hungary and Cyprus on 1 May 2004, Parliament 
welcomed observers from each of these countries for a period of one year prior to the 
date of accession,

E. whereas there is no justification for granting Bulgaria and Romania privileged treatment 
with regard to observers compared to the ten Member States which acceded in 2004,

1. Shares the Commission's view that the decision on the exact date of accession (2007 or 
2008) can only be taken in the light of the forthcoming regular reports of progress 
towards accession;

2. Takes the view that inviting observers before this decision is premature;

3. Underlines that Bulgaria and Romania must be treated with regard to observers in the 
same way as the Member States which acceded in 2004;

4. Requests that observers from Bulgaria and Romania be admitted to the European 
Parliament one year before the final date of accession;

5. Instructs its President to forward this resolution to the governments and parliaments of 
the Member States and those of Bulgaria and Romania.


