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European Parliament resolution on Ethiopia

The European Parliament,

– having regard to Rule 103(2) of its Rules of Procedure;

A. whereas the preparations for the parliamentary elections in May were satisfactory and 
the elections generally carried out in a peaceful and orderly manner, but whereas the 
process of final counting and tabulation of the votes left a lot to be desired, 

B. whereas the opposition maintains its accusation of fraud and intimidation in the May 
15 legislative elections and threatens to boycott the new Parliament, scheduled to 
begin its work on 10 October, saying last minute rules of procedure were adopted by 
the old legislature to cripple the rights of opposition parties,

C. whereas the EU Election Observation Mission found evidence of serious irregularities 
during the election process, and whereas the international standards for authentically 
democratic elections have therefore not been fulfilled,

D. whereas at least 36 people were killed by police during street protests in June and 
whereas a climate of mutual suspicion, intimidation, repression and human rights 
abuses has characterised the post-election period,

E. whereas the Government of Ethiopia has accused the opposition of plotting an armed 
uprising against the government and whereas some 120 opposition members were 
arrested prior to the scheduled national strike which was declared illegal by the 
government,

F. whereas the opposition coalitions have stated their commitment to acting within the 
framework of the Constitution, without recourse to violence,

G. whereas there is growing evidence of a looming famine in Ethiopia, with one half of 
the population being malnourished and lacking access to safe drinking water, whereas 
the Government of Ethiopia was very late in signalling this looming famine and 
calling for international assistance,

H. whereas the Commission has therefore decided, through ECHO, on emergency 
humanitarian aid of EUR 4.5 million to provide medical and nutritional assistance as 
well as basic water supplies and shelter,

I whereas the Government of Ethiopia and the two main opposition coalitions entered 
into political negotiations on 2 October, following EU and US consultations with the 
opposition that lead to the cancellation of a planned three-day national strike to protest 
against election results,
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1. Welcomes the political dialogue between the government and the opposition and calls 
on all parties to commit fully and constructively to this process, and to work together 
peacefully and renounce all use of violence and inflammatory messages likely to 
increase tensions;

2. Welcomes the key role played by the head of the Commission's delegation in Ethiopia 
and the EU Presidency through its British Ambassador, in cooperation with other 
international diplomats, in realising the political talks;

3. Welcomes the commitment of the main opposition coalitions to pursue their objectives 
through a democratic process, and to cancel the planned national strike in order to 
avoid clashes and increased violence;

4. Calls for the immediate release of all political prisoners;

5. Calls on the government to swiftly address remaining concerns with regard to the 
respect of human rights, safety and security of the citizens and a balanced access to the 
media;

6. Calls on all political parties to take an active part in, and to commit to, continuing the 
process of democratic and institutional reform; calls for a return to the old rules of 
procedure of the parliament so as to allow all parties their constitutional rights and 
duties;

7. Calls on the EU and the international community to stay vigilant, in particular with 
regard to the respect international principles of human rights, and to continue 
supporting the Ethiopian democratisation process;

8. Welcomes the EU emergency aid allocated to Ethiopia; calls on the Commission and 
ECHO to follow the situation closely and to be prepared to step up efforts if necessary;

9. Instructs its President to forward this resolution to the Ethiopian government, to the 
two main opposition coalitions, the Council, the Commission and the African Union.


