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European Parliament resolution on the EU objectives for the 8th meeting of the Conference of Parties (COP8) to the United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification (UNCCD), to be held in Madrid from 3 to 14 September 2007
The European Parliament,

–
having regard to the 8th meeting of the Conference of Parties (COP8) to the United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification (UNCCD), to be held from 3 to 14 September 2007 in Madrid, Spain,
–
having regard to Rule 108(5) of its Rules of Procedure,
A.
whereas desertification means land degradation in arid, semi-arid and dry sub-humid areas resulting from various factors, including climatic variations and human activities, and therefore requiring a holistic diagnosis and implementation programme,
B.
whereas climate change provokes earth warming, with an increase in soil temperature and a consequent increase in the evaporation level, which results in desertification,
C.
whereas an increased temperature dries out springs, reduces the flow of the water level of rivers and of the underground water basins, thereby destroying the superficial structure of soil; whereas, under the present condition of increasing drought duration, it will be more difficult to restore forests after fires, with the attendant risk of desertification,
D.
whereas desertification and drought are problems affecting all regions of the world and whereas joint action is needed to combat desertification and/or mitigate the effects of drought; whereas the UN Convention to Combat Desertification is the only legally binding international instrument that addresses the problem of land degradation in drylands, with a near universal membership of 191 States Parties,
E.
whereas there is a high concentration of developing countries, notably the least developed countries, among those experiencing serious drought and/or desertification,
F.
whereas the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) estimates that desertification currently affects approximately twenty-five to thirty percent of the world's land surface area, and whereas between 1.2 and 2 billion people in at least 100 states are at risk; whereas economic losses due to lost productivity have been estimated at $ 42 billion in 1992 ($ 64 billion in 2006 prices); whereas the global rate of desertification is increasing, leading to poverty, forced migration and conflict,
G.
whereas three quarters of the soils in arid, semi-arid and dry sub-humid regions are undergoing degradation and almost half of land under fluvial cultivation is under threat while the degradation results in loss of biodiversity, reduction in soil fertility and the soil's capacity to retain water, increased erosion and reduction of carbon capture,

H.
whereas desertification occurs mainly through over-cultivation, over-grazing, improper irrigation practices and deforestation; whereas these activities arise from poor land management, which, in turn, often stems from the socio-economic conditions in which the farmers live;  whereas according to studies investments into sustainable land management practices would be profitable,
I.
whereas extreme climatic events such as floods and droughts linked to climate change are becoming more frequent and more drastic in their effects, further increasing the risk and the negative economic and social consequences of desertification,
J.
whereas desertification also contributes to climate change, with land degradation and related loss of vegetation resulting in increased emissions and reduced carbon sink; whereas restoration of dryland conditions could have an important positive impact,

K.
whereas the UNCCD plays a key role in global efforts to eradicate poverty, achieve sustainable development and reach the Millennium Development Goals,

1.
Expresses its support for the UNCCD and its reform process; calls on the Commission and the Member States to present a unified position in the COP meeting, in close cooperation with ACP partners;

2.
Expresses its support for a strategic plan for action with time-bound targets; calls for the EU to engage constructively in the formulation and negotiation of the 10-year strategic plan in order to build strong and efficient mechanisms for an effective implementation of the Convention; in this connection, calls for particular attention to be given to
· achieving progress on the ground and in local communities

· the synergies with achieving UNCCD and Millenium Development Goals
· capacity building beyond central level, focusing on local stakeholders;
3.
Stresses the role of civil society and local populations in the implementation and achievement of UNCCD objectives;

4.
Recommends organising a Conference to assess the implementation and effectiveness of Action Plans in the most affected regions, notably in Africa, before future Conferences of Parties;

5.
Recognises the importance of land degradation as a crucial hindering factor in the future development of affected countries, calls for the EU development policy to pay special attention to this phenomenon, including in the assessment of development assistance needs;

6.
Voices its concern at the lack of committed funding for actions, welcomes the use of the Global Environment Facility as the Convention's financial mechanism and calls for the EU to strengthen financing for measures against desertification in the context of flexible mechanisms under the UN Climate Convention framework;

7.
Calls for the CAP reform to introduce binding criteria on combating desertification and land degradation in the affected areas in the European Union; calls, moreover, for a prevention and implementation policy in order to maintain people in the rural areas;
8.
Calls on the Commission to consider the establishment of a European Drought Observatory, that would collect knowledge and propose mitigation and follow-up measures in order to minimise the effects of the droughts on Europe;

9.
Recognises that recent studies have come to the conclusion that the cost of investment into reducing land degradation in affected areas would be lower than the costs resulting from the degradation; is mindful of the long-term commitment needed for measures against desertification to be effective;
10.
Calls on the Commission and the Member States to step up international cooperation in the implementation of the UNCCD by providing additional incentives and financial support, and to support transboundary cooperation water programmes; calls, furthermore, for the issue to be put to the agenda of next EU-Africa summit;

11.
Reiterates its resolution of July 2005 and its disappointment regarding the absence of compulsory and comprehensive regulations prohibiting the import of illegal and unsustainably harvested timber into the EU;

12.
Instructs its President to forward this resolution to the Council, the Commission, the parties to the UNCCD and the UNCCD Secretariat.
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