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European Parliament resolution on the tragic situation in Burma

The European Parliament,

– having regard to its previous resolutions on Burma,

– having regard to the conclusions of the extraordinary meeting of the General Affairs and 
External Relations Council of 13th May on the humanitarian situation in 
Burma/Myanmar,

– having regard to Rule 103(2) of its Rules of Procedure,

A. whereas on the 2nd May the tropical cyclone Nargis devastated a large part of Burma, 
mainly in the Irrawaddy delta, home to nearly half of the Burma population, resulting in 
deaths estimated by the UN agencies at over a hundred thousands people, with over 2mln 
being injured and/or homeless;

B.  whereas the ruling State Peace and Development Council has been very slow in accepting 
foreign assistance: to date it has permitted only very limited deliveries of international 
humanitarian aid into the country insisting that they have to be distributed by the military 
and has been delaying the issuance of visas to UN and other disaster relief and logistics 
experts;

C.  whereas the World Food Programme has estimated that the cyclone survivors in the 
country need at least 375 tonnes of food daily while the current deliveries amount to 30 
tonnes;

D. whereas despite the disaster, the government did not deem necessary to put aside the 
constitutional referendum and the voting on the draft constitution took place as originally 
planned on 10th May in most regions with the exception of 47 districts most affected by 
the cyclone where it has been postponed till 24th May; 

E. whereas the Burmese government is blocking international aid efforts partly to avoid any 
foreign involvement into the voting process, completely disregarding the fact that the lack 
of clean water, food and medical care is likely to cause infectious diseases significantly 
increasing the number of victims;

F. whereas the operating environment for the provision of humanitarian aid had been sharply 
restricted since the new guidelines were issued by the Burmese government in February 
2006 resulting in complicated travel and monitoring procedures for foreign staff;

G. whereas 2 days after the cyclone the European Commission disbursed 2 mln € to help 
meet the basic needs of the survivors in the disaster zone while the current level of the 
pledged EU aid amounting to 17 mln Euro;

H.  whereas the EU Commissioner for Development was not allowed to travel to the most 
affected areas and his pledges for better access of aid workers to the Irrawaddy delta have 
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fallen on deaf ears; 

I.  whereas French and US vessels have been waiting for several days outside Burmese 
territorial waters hoping to deliver clean drinking water, medical aid and other much-
needed relief supplies to the cyclone victims while their offer of aid and logistical 
assistance is being rebuffed;

J.   whereas the Burmese military leadership has indicated that the first phase of emergency 
relief was completed and stated that it would not rely too much on international assistance 
and would reconstruct the nation on a self-reliance basis;

K.   whereas the UN agencies such as UNDP or UNICEF that operate since decades in the 
country have gained some level of trust from the authorities and could therefore be more 
effective in providing the much needed assistance to the cyclone-hit areas;

L.   Whereas the ethnic nationalities, notably the Karen, have been severely affected in the 
Delta area and this when they have already suffered from inordinate discrimination and 
deprivation.

1. Condemns the unacceptably slowly response to this grave humanitarian crisis by the 
Burmese authorities that put preservation of its own power before the survival of its 
citizens;

2.   Calls in the most strenuous terms upon the Burmese government to put its people's lives 
first and open cyclone-affected areas to the international humanitarian aid provision, 
immediately grant visas to aid workers, allow UN and international humanitarian agencies 
to distribute the aid directly to those in need and allow nearby countries to deliver aid by 
air and sea to the victims who cannot be reached quickly in any other way;

3. Also calls on the authorities to allow appropriate government agencies and aid 
organisations, both national and international, to take over the logistic part of the 
operation in order to ensure proper aid coordination;

4. Reminds that, according to the UN Guiding Principles on Internal Displacement, a state 
should not arbitrarily withhold permission for international humanitarian organisations to 
provide aid, particularly when authorities concerned are unable or unwilling to provide the 
required humanitarian assistance but grant and facilitate the free passage of humanitarian 
assistance and grant persons engaged in the provision of such assistance rapid and 
unimpeded access to the people in need; 

5.   Upholds the calls for a special session of the UN to be convened in the coming days; takes 
also note of the extraordinary high-level meeting of the ASEAN organisation to be held 
on 24th May that is expected to lay the framework for a broader aid donors conference; 
calls in this regard for urgent setting up of special fund under the auspices of the UN that 
could facilitate the effective distribution of aid in the country;

 6.  Reiterates that the sovereignty of a nation cannot be allowed to override the human rights 
of its people; calls in this respect on the members of the UN Security Council to take 
seriously their responsibility, uphold 'responsibility to protect' and find an urgent and 
effective response to the humanitarian crisis that could become the worst human tragedy 
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in the region;

7. Stresses the urgent character of the assistance to be delivered to the suffering population 
as the weather conditions in the affected area worsen posing an additional threat to 
destitute survivors; calls in this respect on the Council, the Commission and those 
Member States that have diplomatic representation in Burma to make every effort to 
convince the junta of the urgent necessity of international aid being widely deployed to 
the cyclone-affected areas;

7a  Sets great hopes on the forthcoming mission of the UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon 
invited for talks with the Burmese authorities that his visit might result in the regime 
allowing more international aid to the cyclone survivors;

8. Expresses support for the efforts of the EU, the UN, individual countries and other 
international and non-governmental organisations to obtain access for humanitarian aid 
workers and stresses that without the full cooperation of the Burmese authorities the threat 
of an even greater tragedy is looming;

9.   Is of the opinion that if the Burmese authorities continue to prevent aid to reach those in 
peril, they should be held accountable for crimes against humanity before the ICC;

10. Calls on the Council and the Commission as well as on individual EU Member States to 
make available additional means in order to increase assistance to cyclone-hit population 
of Burma; further calls on the Council and the Commission to devise new ways of 
reaching the suffering populations with supplies of water, food, medical aid and shelter;

11. Instructs its President to forward this resolution to the Council, the Commission, the 
governments and parliaments of the Member States, the Burmese State Peace and 
Development Council, the governments and parliaments of the ASEAN countries, the 
government and parliaments of India, the government of People's Republic of China, and 
the United Nations Secretary-General. 


