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European Parliament resolution on the tragic situation in Burma

The European Parliament,

- having regard to its resolutions of 14 December 2006, 21 June 2007, and 22 April 2008 on 
Burma,

- having regard to Common Position 2008/349/CFSP of 29 April 2008 renewing restrictive 
measures against Burma,

- having regard to Rule 103(2) of its Rules of Procedure,

- whereas on 4 May 2008 Burma was struck by cyclone Nargis, more devastating in its effects 
than any natural disaster in the country since the tsunami of 26 December 2005,

- whereas the Indian Government gave the Burmese authorities two days warning of the 
cyclone,

- whereas the Burmese state media reports 77,738 dead so far, with 55,917 missing, other 
sources suggest total deaths may exceed 100,000, and over a million Burmese are injured, 
sick, and lack food and shelter,

- whereas the Burmese authorities seem in a state of denial and refused for many days after 
the crisis to admit foreign aid,

- whereas the Burmese authorities are refusing visas to humanitarian aid workers, and 
declining offers of international assistance, including from US military forces able to deliver 
immediate relief into many areas,

- whereas on 8 May 2008 John Holmes, UN Under-Secretary-General for Humanitarian 
Affairs added his voice to widespread calls for abandonment or postponement of the proposed 
Constitutional Referendum of 10 May 2008,

1. Urges the Burmese authorities immediately to open their country to international 
humanitarian assistance;

2. Urges the governments of China and India, to use their influence with the Burmese 
authorities in order to open Burma for immediate access by all possible humanitarian relief;

3. Calls on the Government of the United Kingdom, which holds the May Presidency of the 
UN Security Council, to take urgent action to put the situation in Burma on the agenda of the 
Council and calls on the Council to examine whether aid shipments to Burma can be 
authorised even without the consent of the Burmese military junta;

4. Deplores the distorted priorities of the regime in pushing ahead with its so-called 
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referendum on the sham constitution and rejects the implausible outcome at a time when a 
large part of the country has been devastated and millions are suffering from what has been 
aptly described as a natural disaster turned into a manmade catastrophe;

5. Instructs its President to forward this resolution to the Council, the Commission, the 
governments and parliaments of the Member States, the Governments and Parliaments of 
ASEAN countries, the President of India, the President of the peoples Republic of China,  the 
Burmese National League for Democracy, the Burmese State Peace and Development 
Council and the United Nations Secretary-General.


