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European Parliament resolution on the tragic situation in Burma

The European Parliament,

– having regard to the deep concern expressed by the UN Secretary General Ban Ki-moon 
at the unacceptably slow response of the Burmese authorities to the Cyclone Nargis

- having regard to the visit of the UN Head of Humanitarian Affairs John Homes to Burma, 
followed by the visit of the Secretary General this week, whose attempts to make contact 
to Than Swe by telephone remained without response 

– having regard to the extraordinary session of EU General Affairs and External Relations 
Council (GAERC) Development Ministers on 13 May 2008 calling to give "free and 
unfettered access to international humanitarian experts, including the expeditious delivery of visa 
and travel permits." and to "to take urgent action to facilitate the flow of aid to people in desperate 
need, who should benefit in full from the relief offered by the international community."

- having regard to Commissioner Louis Michel's visit to Burma/Myanmar on 16 May

- having regard to the Special ASEAN (Association of Southeast Asian Nations) Foreign 
Minister's meeting with the Head of Government General Than Swe on Monday 19 May

- having regard to the visit by General Than Swe to the disaster zone 2 weeks after the cyclone hit

- having regard to the Referendum on the new constitution which was organised by the 
government as programmed on 10 May, despite the disaster with exception to the most 
affected provinces

- having regard to the EU Council Conclusions on Burma/Myanmar of 29 April 2008

- having regard to the Report of the International Commission on Intervention and State 
Sovereignty which introduced in 2001 the concept of the 'responsibility to protect', 
opening the way for a revised and reduced interpretation of state sovereignty and obliging 
UN members to militarily intervene in a country - preferably with Security Council 
mandate- where a population is suffering serious harm as a result of internal war, 
insurgency, repression or state failure and the where the state is unwilling or unable to 
halt or avert it 

- having regard to the General Assembly Resolution 60/1 of 24 October 2005 on the World 
Summit Outcome, which endorsed in Art. 139 the possibility of collective cohesive 
action against individual states "in case national authorities are manifestly failing to 
protect their populations from genocide, war crime, ethnic cleansing and crimes against 
humanity",

– having regard to Rule 103(2) of its Rules of Procedure,
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A. Whereas on 2 May the Cyclone Nargis hit Burma/Myanmar and particularly Irrawaddy 
Delta and caused according to official figures 78 000 deaths while 56 000 people are still 
missing; Whereas the UN estimates the number of affected persons to be 2.4 million, who 
have been made homeless and or are in urgent need of aid, conditions becoming worse 
due to the starting monsoon rains

B. Whereas according to UN reports only 20% of the survivors have received even 
rudimentary aid 

C. Whereas the Burmese authorities continue to restrict entry for humanitarian NGOs and 
even for UN agencies and whereas no international staff has been authorised to work in 
the affected areas;

D. Whereas the authorities reject support offers by many countries forcing rescue teams to 
stay idle on the boarders while reports from the disaster zone indicate that people are 
dying because the necessary aid has been refused by the government; 

E. Whereas the European Union has so far released 2 million euros ($3 million) in aid and 
could bring that number to more than 30 million euros if the Burmese leadership eases its 
restrictions on letting helpers inside the country

E. Whereas several governments, including members of the European Union have called for 
the 'responsibility to protect' to be applied in the case of Burma, notably French Foreign Minister 
Bernard Kouchner, and whereas Germany and Britain as well, were ready to deliver aid without 
the Burmese government's consent; whereas the Spanish Foreign Minister Diego Lopez Garrido 
has evoked the International Criminal Court on the basis that refusing aid to ones' population 
could be considered as a crime against humanity;

F. Whereas the initiative by European Member States to put Burma on the agenda of the Security 
Council failed due to resistance from several Security Council members notably China; 

G. Whereas the upcoming effects of climate change will make cyclones like Narbis more 
frequent in the coming years and whereas the Burma experience indicates that a lot more 
has to be done on the international and national level in order to prepare governments to 
be more efficient on disaster management ,

1. Expresses its severe condolences to the Burmese population, particularly to the families 
of those who have perished in the cyclone;

2. Believes that the failure of the Burmese authorities to assure even the most basic relief 
aid for their suffering population, including the regime's refusal to accept outside help, 
should trigger a debate among UN members as to where and how the principle of the 
'responsibility to protect' applies;

3. Calls on the UN to take every possible decision in order to ensure that basic provisions of 
food, fresh water and health care reach the population in the disaster zones;
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4. Welcomes the agreement reached at the summit meeting with ASEAN in Singapore on 
19 May to allow the Association of Southeast Asian Nations to coordinate the 
international relief efforts as well as the decision for an international pledging conference 
in cooperation with the UN in Yangon on Sunday 25 May in order to pool together aid 
for the victims; hopes that this will finally allow those in need to access the aid which the 
international community is most willing to provide them with;

5. believes that even the more narrow definition endorsed the General Assembly in 2005 of 
reasons, justifying "intervention for human protection reasons" raises the issue of whether 
callous neglect of its own population can be considered crime against humanity;

6. insists therefore that the perspective of criminal prosecution before an international court 
of those responsible in the Burmese government for blocking aid to attain the needy 
should be openly pursued and discussed by EU representatives in their contacts with the 
generals as a realistic option; 

7.    condemns the Myanmar/Burmese Government for conducting the referendum about the 
new constitution despite the disaster which hit the country, thereby only confirming to 
what extent even the government itself considered the referendum as a mere farce; is 
therefore not surprised that the government announced the results before the residents of 
the storm ravaged areas could even cast their votes scheduled for 24 May;

7.  restates that it considers the content and procedure as deeply flawed and without 
democratic merits;

8. believes that examples, such as the efficient Cyclone shelter system in Bangladesh which 
has drastically reduced the number of casualties traditionally caused by cyclones in that 
country, show that it is high time to create a disaster management unit at UN level, 
possibly under the auspices of the International Committee of the Red Cross - as a neutral 
body -, in order to train and advice governments on disaster prevention and preparedness;

9. Instructs its President to forward this resolution to the Council, Commission, Member 
States, the SLORC, the governments and Parliaments of the ASEAN countries and the UN 
Secretary General.
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