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European Parliament resolution on Burma/Myanmar

The European Parliament,

– having regard to its previous resolutions on Burma/Myanmar, in particular that of 22 
April 2008,

- having regard to the EU Presidency Statement on the cyclone Nargis in 
Burma/Myanmar of 6 May 2008,

– having regard to Rule 103(2) of its Rules of Procedure,

A. whereas on 2-3 May cyclone Nargis severely struck southern regions of Burma, 
including the country's main city Yangoon and Irrawaddy Delta region, where an 
estimated 95% of housing was destroyed,

B. whereas the official national sources report the death toll of 77,738 with 55,917 missing, 
while independent observers and international aid agencies put the toll at least 100,000 
dead,

C. whereas the estimated number of affected people is 2.4 million, who are at risk of death 
by disease, deprivation or starvation,

D. whereas the Burmese authorities have so far blocked most large-scale foreign aid offers,

E. whereas the Burmese authorities have prohibited all but a few of the humanitarian aid 
workers needed to coordinate the vast relief effort from entering the country; whereas 
no international aid workers are allowed anywhere near the disaster area,

F. whereas the lack of access to drinking water and the near-total absence of sanitation in 
the affected areas will increase the risk of diarrhoeal diseases, including cholera,

G. whereas an estimated 2,000 of primary schools have been severely damaged in the 
affected townships, while the school year starts on 2 June,

H. whereas the cyclone has filled rice fields with sea water, devastating the crops and 
putting in danger country's rice supplies, as farmers in the Irrawaddy Delta usually 
provide two-thirds of Burma's rice harvest, 

I. whereas on 10 May the Burmese authorities held the vote on the so-called Constitution 
in two-thirds of the country, despite the disastrous effects of the cyclone Nargis,
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1. Calls upon Burma's authorities to lift all restrictions preventing the free dispatch of aid 
into the entire disaster area;

2. Urges the Governments of China, India and the ASEAN countries to use their influence 
with the Burmese authorities in order to open Burma for immediate access by all 
possible humanitarian relief;

3. Deplores the distorted priorities of the regime in pushing ahead with its so-called 
referendum on the sham constitution and rejects the implausible outcome at a time when 
a large part of the country has been devastated and millions are suffering from what has 
been aptly described as a natural disaster turned into a manmade catastrophe;

4. Calls on the Burmese authorities to allow emergency rehabilitation of the most affected 
schools in order to ensure that primary and pre-school children in affected areas are able 
to start their schooling without interruption; considers it important to ensure that 
affected farmers receive the rice seed and fertiliser to be able to plant a new crop of rice 
in time so as to avoid another disaster;

5. Instructs its President to forward this resolution to the Council, the Commission, the 
governments of the ASEAN and ASEM member states, the ASEAN Inter-Parliamentary 
Myanmar Caucus, Ms Aung San Suu Kyi, the NLD, the UN Secretary-General, the UN 
High Commissioner for Human Rights and the UN Human Rights Special Rapporteur 
for Burma.
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