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European Parliament resolution on the tragic situation in Burma/Myanmar

The European Parliament,

- having regard to the urgent meeting of EU Ministers in charge of humanitarian aid 
held in Brussels on 13 May 2008,

- having regard to the International Conference on Humanitarian Rights which will take 
place in Brussels on 16 September 2008,

– having regard to Rule 103(2) of its Rules of Procedure,

A. Whereas on 4 May 2008 Burma/Myanmar was struck by cyclone Nargis, more 
devastating in its effects than any natural disaster in the country since the tsunami of 26 
December 2005,

B) Whereas the Burmese state media reports 23,000 deaths so far, with 42,000 missing, 
other sources suggest total deaths may exceed 100,000, and over a million Burmese are injured, 
sick, and lack food and shelter,

C) Whereas, instead of welcoming this assistance, the junta has denied aid workers entry 
and has seized the limited United Nations relief supplies that were sent in to help the people of 
Burma/Myanmar, forcing the UN to temporarily suspend relief efforts and further delaying 
much-needed help;

D) Recalling the repeated requests to the Burmese authorities by the international 
community to allow access without hindrance to the victims of the cyclone Nargis and  to 
urgently take all the necessary measures to facilitate the distribution of aid;

1. Urges the Burmese authorities immediately to open their country to international 
humanitarian assistance;

2. Urges the UN Secretary General to use its influence with the Burmese authorities in 
order to open Burma/Myanmar for immediate access by all possible humanitarian relief;

3. Condemns the military junta in Burma/Myanmar which is failing the basic 
responsibility of any government  -  to take care of its citizens; 

4. Instructs its President to forward this resolution to the Council, the Commission, the 
Government and Parliament of Burma, the ICRC, the UNHCR, ASEAN and the United Nations 
Assembly.   


