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Motion for a European Parliament resolution on creating the office of a European 
ombudsman for the rights of the child

The European Parliament,

– having regard to Community legislation on children's rights,

– having regard to the 1989 United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child,

– having regard to its resolution A5-0223/2001 of 5 July 2001,

– having regard to Rule 113 of its Rules of Procedure,

A. whereas situations involving violations of the rights of the child are often particularly 
serious and may affect children's mental and physical health,

B. whereas respect for the rights of the child is crucial, especially in cases of rape or abuse,

C. whereas such situations require a rapid response based on safeguarding the child's best 
interests,

1. Calls on the Council and Commission to take steps with a view to creating the office of a 
European ombudsman for the rights of the child, whose role would be to promote and 
apply the conventions on the rights of the child and safeguard children's best interests;

2. Encourages the Member States to appoint national ombudsmen for the rights of the child, 
if they have not done so already.


