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European Parliament resolution on the suspension of the WTO Doha Development 
Agenda

The European Parliament,

– having regard to the Doha Ministerial Declaration of the World Trade Organisation 
(WTO) of 14 November 2001,

– having regard to its previous resolutions on the Doha Development Agenda (DDA),

– having regard to the Outcome Document of the Annual 2008 Session of the Parliamentary 
Conference on the WTO, adopted by consensus on 12 September 2008 in Geneva,

– having regard to Rule 103(2) of its Rules of Procedure,

A. whereas the WTO Ministerial talks held in July 2008 achieved some progress but failed in 
their goal of concluding negotiations on the main outstanding issues of the DDA, 

B. whereas the prospects for finalisation of the DDA before the autumn of 2009 are 
dwindling, due to the unlikelihood that serious negotiations on key issues will take place 
until after the new US administration has adopted positions on trade policy,

C. whereas the vital interests of developing countries and the commitment of all WTO 
members to make the DDA a genuine 'Development Round' must be kept at the heart of 
the negotiations,

D. whereas the break-up of the July Ministerial talks on a safeguard measure relating to food 
security - an issue of vital importance to many developing countries, but of minor 
importance for trade flows in agricultural goods - points up the fact that the development 
concept at the basis of the DDA has lost momentum and needs to be restated,

E. whereas the negotiating position of some industrialised WTO members proved contrary - 
as it has in other instances during the seven years of DDA negotiations - to vital concerns 
of developing countries and was thus not conducive to facilitating compromises among 
the entire WTO membership, for example with regard to subsidies for cotton producers,

F. whereas deal-making procedures in the DDA negotiations have become increasingly 
exclusive, culminating in the July 'Micro Ministerial' of de facto just 7 negotiating WTO 
Member States, thus undermining the legitimacy of decisions,

G. whereas as long as the DDA is not concluded, the WTO will fail to achieve its role in 
addressing the pressing global problems connected to international trade, such as climate 
change, financial market turbulence, energy price volatility and local food shortages,

1. Is seriously concerned about the prospect of a prolonged stalemate in the DDA 
negotiations, as a result of the unsuccessful WTO Ministerial meetings last July; believes 
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that this could undermine the role of the multilateral trade system in the context of 
aggressive trade strategies pursued by some countries on a bilateral level;

2. Calls on India and the USA to find a political solution on the issue of the conditions for 
the application of Special Safeguard Mechanisms (SSM) to ensure a fair balance between 
trade and food security concerns, in order to enable a continuation of DDA negotiations in 
Geneva on the other outstanding issues;

3. Regards the breakdown of the July Ministerial meetings as a much needed opportunity to 
critically reflect about the development content of the DDA and the decision-making 
procedures in the WTO, and to give priority to urgent improvements in both regards at a 
forthcoming ministerial meeting;

4. Reiterates its commitment to the multilateral approach to trade policy and an equitable 
outcome of the DDA which fully respects the concern of poorer WTO members to attain 
the Millennium Development Goals;

5. Reiterates the need for targeted technical assistance and capacity building to help 
developing countries to engage effectively in the DDA;

6. Appeals to the industrialised and emerging countries to restrain their short-term economic 
demands in favour of enabling a conclusion of the DDA which puts the needs of the 
poorest countries first and opens the way for the WTO to finally take up its role in 
tackling the urgent global challenges relating to food security, energy and climate change;

7. Is convinced that, in the current context characterised by financial and food crises, an 
equitable conclusion of the DDA could be a stabilising factor, by underlining a 
commitment of the international system to find common solutions to global problems; 

8. Believes that the difficulties of the DDA highlight the need, after its conclusion, to 
address urgently the question of reform of the WTO in order to make it more effective, 
democratic and transparent, to strengthen its accountability, and to improve its integration 
into the wider architecture of economic global governance; 

9. Calls on the Commission and the Council to conclude an agreement to ensure full 
participation by the European Parliament in the EU's international trade negotiations;

10. Instructs its President to forward this resolution to the Council, the Commission, the 
governments and parliaments of the Member States and the Director General of the WTO.


