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European Parliament resolution on Arctic governance

The European Parliament,

– having regard to the International Polar Year (March 2007 - March 2009),

– having regard to the communication promised by the Commission for autumn 2008 on 
Arctic policy,

– having regard to the Commission communication of 10 October 2007 'An Integrated 
Maritime Policy for the European Union' (commonly known as the 'Blue Book'),

– having regard to the report of 14 March 2008 'Climate change and international security', 
addressed by the High Representative and the Commission to the European Council,

– having regard to its resolutions of 2003, 2005 and 2006 on the Nordic dimension,

– having regard to the UN Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS), which has still 
not been ratified by the US Senate,

– having regard to the conclusions of the report on the evaluation of climate change in the 
Arctic, 

– having regard to the work of the Eighth Conference of Parliamentarians of the Arctic 
Region, held in Fairbanks (Alaska) on 12, 13 and 14 August 2008,

– having regard to the Declaration of Ilulissat adopted by the 'A5 countries' (Denmark, 
Canada, Norway, Russia and the US) in May 2008,

– having regard to the presidential conclusions of the conference organised by the Nordic 
Council of Ministers at Ilulissat (Greenland) on  9 and 10 September 2008 on 'The Arctic: 
our common concern', in which the Commission was a full participant,

– having regard to Rule 108(5) of its Rules of Procedure,

A. whereas the Arctic region is taking on an increasing geopolitical and strategic importance, 
as symbolised by the raising of the Russian flag over the undersea waters at the North 
Pole in August 2007,

B. whereas the recent Conference of Parliamentarians of the Arctic Region brought together 
elected representatives from the European Parliament, Canada, Denmark, Greenland, 
Iceland, Finland, Norway, Sweden, Russia and the US for the purpose of examining issues 
of maritime security, health, environmental protection and sustainable development,
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C. whereas there are still no multilateral rules or regime governing the Arctic region, which 
had not been expected to become a navigable maritime route or a zone of commercial 
exploitation,

D. whereas recent years have seen a considerable rise in maritime traffic in Arctic waters, 
thanks to the growing interest in maritime forage platforms and to the ever more frequent 
transit of commercial and cruise ships through the North-West Passage, 

E. whereas the Arctic region may prove to be home to as much as 20% of the world's 
undiscovered gas and oil reserves, 

F. whereas the EU includes three Arctic Member States, while two of the neighbours with 
which it has close links and which participate in its internal market are also Arctic nations, 
and, as a result, more than half the members of the Arctic Council are either EU Member 
States or countries having relations of association with the Union; 

G. whereas at its conference the Arctic Council expressed concern over climate change in the 
region and its effects on indigenous populations and considered possible adaptation 
measures,

H. whereas the rate of global warming in the Arctic is much higher than in the rest of the 
world, with an average of  + 2° over the last century as opposed to 0.6° elsewhere,

I. whereas climate change in the Arctic is already such that, for instance, the Inuits will soon 
no longer be able to hunt using traditional methods, since the ice will be to thin to support 
their sleighs, and wild fauna such as polar bears, walruses and foxes risk seeing their 
habitats disappear,

1. Expresses its deep concern over the effects of climate change on the lives of indigenous 
peoples in the region, in terms of both the environment in general (melting of the polar 
icecap, thawing of the permafrost, rise in the sea level, flooding) and of biodiversity; notes 
that the retreating icecap is a threat to the polar bears' food system; and stresses that any 
decision on these issues at international level must take account of all the inhabitants and 
nations of the Arctic region; 

2. Welcomes the report containing the conclusions of the Conference of Parliamentarians of 
the Arctic Region held in Fairbanks on 14 August 2008;

3. Welcomes the inclusion of the 'Great North' in the EU's Nordic Dimension policy, but 
believes more needs to be done in raising awareness of the global importance of the Arctic 
region; calls for a differentiated European Arctic policy;

4. Stresses the importance of the Arctic region for the world's climate, and hopes that the 
current support for research activities in the region will continue beyond the International 
Polar Year; 

5. Awaits, with great interest, the Commission's forthcoming communication on Arctic 
Policy, and hopes that it will lay the foundations of a significant Arctic policy at Union 
level; calls on the Commission to include in its communication, as a minimum, the 
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following issues:

a. the state of play regarding climate change in the region and the measures to be 
implemented in order to deal with it; 

b. political options that respect the indigenous communities and their way of life; 
c. the need to cooperate with our Arctic neighbours on crossborder issues, 

notably maritime safety;
d. exploration of options for a future crossborder political structure, whether 

informal or of a more legal nature, aimed at ensuring environmental protection 
and organised sustainable development in the region and able to mediate in any 
political disputes related to the resources and navigable maritime routes of the 
'Great North';

e. the risks involved in any use of the Arctic for strategic or military purposes, 
and the need to make the Arctic Ocean a demilitarised and nuclear-free zone; 

6. Calls on the Commission to include on its agenda energy and security policy in the Arctic 
region, and to propose areas and procedures for the cooperation that is needed between the 
EU and the Arctic countries, especially in the fields of climate change, sustainable 
development and maritime safety;

7. Considers that maritime traffic in the region (whether commercial, tourism-oriented or 
related to maritime forage platforms) needs to be governed by a minimum number of 
international rules, similar to those prevailing in other international waters, and strongly 
advises the Commission to prepare and support, as soon as possible, appropriate 
amendments to the regulations of the International Maritime Organisation (IMO);

8. Draws attention to the external aspects of energy policy and to the role of the Arctic 
region in the formulation of the Energy Policy for Europe (PEE), as proposed by the 
European Council in March 2007;

9. Supports the Arctic Council with regard to preserving the Arctic region as a low-tension 
region and launching international research cooperation arrangements; 

10. Strongly advises the Commission to play an active role in the Arctic region, in particular 
by assuming observer status at the meetings of the Arctic Council, and to set up an office 
dedicated to the Arctic region; 

11. Further suggests that the Commission prepare the opening of international negotiations for 
the drawing-up and adoption of an international treaty for the protection of the Arctic, on 
the lines of that already existing for the Antarctic (the Treaty of Madrid of 1993);

12. Instructs its President to forward this resolution to the Council, the Commission, the 
Governments of the Member States, Norway, Iceland, Russia, Canada and the US and the 
regional cooperation bodies.


