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European Parliament resolution on the FAO World Summit on Food Security - 
Eradicate hunger from the face of the earth

The European Parliament,

– having regard to the conclusions of the 1996 World Food Summit and the Millennium 
Declaration on reducing by half the number of people suffering from hunger by 2015,

– having regard to the obligations contained in the UN International Covenant on Economic, 
Social and Cultural Rights, to which all EU Member States are party, particularly Article 
11 thereof on the right to food,

– having regard to the Special Session of the UN Human Rights Council of 22 May 2008 in 
Geneva on ‘The negative impact on the realisation of the right to food of the worsening of 
the world food crisis, caused inter alia by soaring food prices’,

– having regard to the reports of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC),

– having regard to the current negotiations in the Doha Development Round,

– having regard to the Kigali Declaration of 22 November 2007 for development-friendly 
Economic Partnership Agreements (EPAs), adopted by the ACP-EU Joint Parliamentary 
Assembly,

– having regard to its resolution of 25 October 2007 on rising feed and food prices,

– having regard to its resolution of 22 May 2008 on rising food prices in the European 
Union and developing countries,

– having regard to Regulation (EC) No 1337/2008 of the European Parliament and of the 
Council of 16 December 2008 establishing a facility for rapid response to soaring food 
prices in developing countries,

– having regard to the Joint Statement on Food Security made in L'Aquila on 10 July 2009,

– having regard to the declaration of the World Summit on Food Security in Rome on 16-18 
November 2009,

– having regard to Rule 110(2) of its Rules of Procedure,

A. whereas approximately 1.02 billion people are facing severe hunger and more than 17 000 
children die of starvation every day, equating to six million children each year,

B. whereas as a direct result of the food and fuel crises an additional 130-155 million people 
are now living in poverty compared to 2008,
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C. whereas the current situation will only be exacerbated by climate change, water scarcity, 
population growth and rural-urban migration,

D. whereas agricultural assistance as a share of official development assistance (ODA) fell 
from 17% in 1980 to 3.8% in 2006, and the same trends have been observed in national 
budgets,

E. whereas the World Bank estimates that growth in the agricultural sector is twice as 
effective at reducing poverty as growth in other sectors,

1. Reaffirms that access to sufficient and wholesome food is a basic human right under the 
Universal Declaration of Human Rights and must be guaranteed through common action 
by governments, international bodies and corporate entities; stresses that the withholding 
or denial of that right must be considered a violation of a universal human right;

2. Welcomes the principal commitments made at the Rome Summit; is nevertheless 
disappointed by the lack of specific financial pledges and poor attendance by G8 high 
level representatives; calls, in that context, on all Member States to redouble their 
commitment to MDG 1 (to halve hunger by 2015) and endorse the global goal of 
eradicating hunger and malnutrition by 2025 or the earliest possible date;

3. Calls on the Member States to step up their commitment to the Millennium Development 
Goals (MDGs) by reaffirming funding commitments; believes that the EU should identify 
specific milestones and actions within timeframes in key areas, such as eradicating hunger 
ahead of the progress review meeting on the Millennium Development Goals in 
September 2010;

4. Notes that only 16 countries have so far achieved the goal of reducing hunger levels by 
50% by 2015; underlines, however, the importance of a favourable economic 
environment, targeted investment and sensible planning to be successful in the fight 
against hunger;

5. Welcomes the outcome of the EU-US summit of 9 November, in particular the 
commitment to re-launch the High-Level Group on Development, which will pay 
particular attention to food security, agricultural development and the Millennium 
Development Goals;

6. Welcomes the Food Summit’s general agreement that small farmers are key to fighting 
hunger and poverty and asks for this conclusion to be properly reflected in the EU’s future 
development, agriculture and trade policies;

7. Underlines the need for reform of the Committee on World Food Security (CFS) in order 
for it to become the central high-level political pillar of global food security governance, 
by including a wide range of stakeholders from both the public and private sector and non-
governmental organisations;

8. Stresses that such international funding mechanisms must respect key governance 
principles; stresses the importance of national, regional and global partnerships for 
advancing the food security agenda;
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9. Remains concerned that food prices may surge again as the global economy recovers, as 
many of the structural problems persist, including a lack of investment, high demand in 
certain regions and unsustainable land use;

10. Urges the Commission and the Member States to include equitable financial mechanisms 
and the concept of sharing the burden of adapting to climate change in the upcoming 
negotiations in Copenhagen, and to pay special attention to making the necessary support 
for climate-friendly agricultural practices a coherent tool in the fight against hunger, by 
concentrating on the needs of small and subsistence farmers in the South;

11. Renews calls for an immediate focus on providing food aid, as well an increase in the 
availability of agricultural inputs such as fertiliser, seeds and other tools to help farmers 
stimulate production as well as promoting sustainable management of water resources; 

12. Recalls that the food crisis is closely interconnected with the financial crisis, in which 
liquidity injections made by central banks to prevent bankruptcies may have increased 
speculative investments in commodities; calls on the IMF and the Financial Stability 
Forum to assess this side-effect and take it into consideration when proposing global 
remedies; in that context, the financial crisis should be used as a good opportunity to 
reform the global agricultural system in order to ensure food security and reform 
agricultural production capacities in the long term;

13. Calls on the Commission to draw up a full impact assessment of EU policies and 
programmes under the Common Agriculture Policy and the Development and Trade 
Policy in order to establish a coherent, sustainable policy approach to global food security;

14. Instructs its President to forward this resolution to the Council, the Commission and the 
UN Food and Agriculture Organisation.


