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European Parliament resolution on the earthquake in Haiti

The European Parliament,

– having regard to the conclusions of the extraordinary Foreign Affairs Council meeting in 
Brussels on 18 January 2010,

– having regard to the statement on the earthquake in Haiti by the High Representative of 
the Union for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy on 19 January 2010,

– having regard to the conclusions of the Ministerial Preparatory Conference in Montreal on 
25 January 2010,

– having regard to the European Consensus on Humanitarian Aid signed in December 2007 
by the three European institutions,

– having regard to Rule 110(2) of its Rules of Procedure,

A. whereas an earthquake measuring 7.0 on the Richter scale struck the island of Haiti on 
12 January 2010,

B. whereas the earthquake was followed by as many as 30 aftershocks, one of them reaching 
5.9 on the Richter scale,

C. whereas the epicentre of the earthquake was the town of Léogâne, about 19 kilometres 
west of the Haitian capital Port-au-Prince,

D. whereas the earthquake is estimated to have caused 200 000 deaths and some 250 000 
people were injured,

E. whereas close to 3 million people have been directly affected by the tragedy and more 
than 2 million people require food assistance,

F. whereas there is an urgent need to build over 25 campuses in the next six months, ahead 
of the rainy season, to house 10 000 people each, thereby providing shelter for 250 000 
displaced homeless people,

G. whereas Haiti is the poorest country in the Western Hemisphere and before the earthquake 
struck over 70% of people had been living below the poverty line on less than USD 2 per 
day, 

H. whereas Haiti carries a large external debt, owing some USD 890 million to international 
creditors and a large part of that to the IMF,
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I. whereas the reconstruction efforts in the medium and long term, including state building 
measures, need to be properly coordinated between international aid donors and closely 
implemented with the Haitian authorities and civil society,

J. whereas the destruction caused by the earthquake and the accompanying humanitarian 
disaster emphasise the role and necessity of the incoming Commissioner for International 
Cooperation, Humanitarian Aid and Crisis Response,

K. whereas the immediate rebuilding of the Haitian capacity for a functioning democracy and 
government is an essential part of moving from providing the first phase of emergency aid 
towards the considerable task of rebuilding the nation,

1. Expresses its sincere condolences to, compassion for and solidarity with the people of 
Haiti and of other nations, the families of the victims of this tragedy and the staff of 
international organisations, including the UN and the European Commission, for the 
massive loss of life and great devastation caused by the earthquake;

2. Welcomes the Commission’s preliminary commitment for immediate humanitarian 
assistance of EUR 30 million, in addition to EUR 136 million in preliminary 
commitments by Member States, as well as the Commission’s preliminary commitment of 
EUR 100 million for early non-humanitarian assistance and EUR 200 million for longer 
term responses; 

3. Welcomes the decision of the EU Council to send 350 military police to support the aid 
effort in Haiti, which will fall under UN command, and the decision to set up a 
coordination cell (EUCO Haiti) in Brussels to facilitate a proactive European response in 
the military and security domain as well as coordination of contributions by EU Member 
States;

4. Recognises the work done by individual Member States of the European Union through 
the EU Civil Protection Mechanism and the effective coordination of this assistance by the 
MIC (Monitoring and Information Centre) and ECHO teams which were deployed only 
hours after the earthquake, the assistance provided by 24 EU/EEA countries (including 
search and rescue, health, shelter, water, hygiene and clothing), which has contributed to 
the alleviation of urgent needs, and the immediate response from the international 
community as a whole;

5. Notes that for the first time the Commission deployed two modules made available 
through a preparatory action on an EU Rapid Response Capability established with 
Parliament’s support, namely a water purification unit and an advanced medical post with 
surgery, which were kept on standby by France and Italy for the EU Civil Protection 
Mechanism operations;

6. Calls on the Commission to proceed as soon as possible to an evaluation of the European 
response to the humanitarian crisis in Haiti and present proposals with a view to further 
improving EU actions in respect of similar situations in the future;

7. Stresses the need for better coordination and complementarity of actions between the EU 
and the Member States so that a swift, effective and coordinated and visible crisis/disaster 
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response is achieved, thus ensuring a linked relief rehabilitation and development 
approach, with a sustained transition between immediate relief and post-emergency 
response;

8. Strongly urges the Commission to present legislative proposals on establishing a genuine, 
independent and permanent EU Civil Protection Force based on the EU Civil Protection 
Mechanism as soon as possible, including military capacity for civilian rescue missions to 
ensure security and swiftness in delivering aid, as requested in its resolutions of 2007, 
2008 and 2009 in the follow-up to the Barnier report;

9. Calls on the High Representative for Foreign Affairs to play a leading role in the 
coordination of the European Union’s crisis response, using the responsibilities created 
under the Lisbon Treaty to better coordinate the European Union’s response to future 
crises, while building on what has already been achieved;

10. Urges the EU to address the issue of improved EU visibility for future crises, 
corresponding to the EU’s significant civil protection, humanitarian and development aid 
contributions;

11. Calls on the international community to complete a post-disaster needs assessment as soon 
as possible so that the planned international conference/global summit on rebuilding Haiti 
finishes with genuine plans for the country’s sustainable reconstruction in the short, 
medium and long term;

12. Calls on the international community to ensure that the people of Haiti and their 
government are the main actors in the reconstruction process, to allow them to take 
ownership of their collective future; 

13. Calls on the Member States of the EU and the European Commission to coordinate a 
response with, among others, the United States, to assume a key role in rebuilding the 
basic state capacity and to concentrate on medium- and long-term aid aimed at the 
reconstruction of Haitian towns and villages, their infrastructure, schools and hospitals;

14. Urges the international community to address the issue of extensive outstanding Haitian 
debt and to explore the ways and means of helping the reduction of this debt; calls 
especially on the IMF to consider the conversion of the recent USD 100 million loan into 
a grant;

15. Calls on the EU and the international community to use this opportunity to solve the 
problem of the underlying poverty in Haiti once and for all, notes that the slum of Cité 
Soleil in Port au Prince is one of the most dangerous places on Earth, home to nearly 
500 000 people, most of whom live in extreme poverty; 

16. Calls on the EU and the international community to urgently assess the need for a 
coordinated plan to deal with the thousands of children left orphaned by the earthquake; 
highlights the grave risk of human trafficking abuses and calls on the EU to give special 
attention to ensuring that children are provided with at least the basic needs of health and 
education in the short to medium term; 



RE\803730EN.doc 5/5 PE432.924v01-00

EN

17. Strongly urges the European Commission and the international community to monitor the 
health situation of the Haitian population, especially women and children; calls for the 
establishment of an ad hoc group with the objective of creating a database containing 
health information concerning all Haitian children so the medical staff currently operating 
in Haiti will be able to optimise the quality of first aid and will have access to a useful 
instrument for preventing common childhood diseases and other general infections;

18. Urges the international community to ensure that the issue of alleviating poverty in Haiti 
is kept high on the agenda so as to help Haiti to emerge from this disaster as a fully 
functioning democracy with an economy that can sustain its people and to ensure that its 
recovery is measured over the years and not just in the weeks and months after this crisis;

19. Instructs its President to forward this resolution to the High Representative of the Union 
for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy, the Council, Commission and Member States, the 
President and Government of Haiti, the UN Under-Secretary-General for Humanitarian 
Affairs and Emergency Relief, the World Bank and the IMF.


