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European Parliament resolution on the upcoming EU-Canada summit on 5 May 2010

The European Parliament,

– having regard to the negotiations towards a comprehensive economic trade agreement 
which were launched at the EU Canada summit on 6 May 2009 in Prague,

– having regard to its successful 32nd Interparliamentary Meeting of the Delegation on 
relations with Canada on November 2009 in Brussels,

– having regard to Articles 207 and 218 of the Treaty on the Functioning of the European 
Union (TFEU),

– having regard to its resolution of 9 February 2010 on a revised Framework Agreement 
between the European Parliament and the Commission for the next legislative term 
(INTA),

– having regard to the Fifth Report from the Commission to the European Parliament and 
the Council on certain third countries’ maintenance of visa requirements in breach of the 
principle of reciprocity (COM/2009/0560 final),

– having regard to the EP Resolution of 9 October 2008 on Arctic Governance 
(RSP/2008/2633),

– having regard to Rule 110(2) of its Rules of Procedure,

A. whereas Canada is one of the European Union’s oldest and closest partners, dating back to 
the year 1959,

B. whereas the ongoing negotiations towards a comprehensive economic trade agreement 
could strengthen the EU- Canada relations,

C. whereas in 2010, Canada holds the chairmanship of the G8 groups of countries, and will 
be hosting the next G20 Summit,

D. whereas the forthcoming EU-Canada summit in Brussels on 5 May is expected to focus on 
strengthening the already close political relationship between the two partners, in 
particular addressing such joint challenges as: negotiations on a comprehensive economic 
trade agreement; foreign and security challenges, in particular Afghanistan/Pakistan; a 
common way forward on Iran; nuclear non-proliferation; Haiti and the follow-up to the 
New York donor conference; development cooperation; a coordinated answer for the 
financial and economic crisis; climate change and energy; and moving towards a 
conclusion of the Development Round,

E. whereas on 27 January 2010 the Commission provided assurances as to its commitment to 
a reinforced association with Parliament, in line with Parliament’s resolution of 9 
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February 2010 on a revised Framework Agreement with the Commission calling for 
‘immediate and full information at every stage of negotiations on international 
agreements, in particular on trade matters and other negotiations involving the consent 
procedure, to give full effect to Article 218 of the TFEU’,

F. Whereas Czech, Romanian and Bulgarian citizens are still required a visa for entering 
Canada,

G. Whereas the Arctic region is currently not governed by any specifically formulated 
multilateral norms and regulations, as it was never expected to become a navigable 
waterway or an area of commercial exploitation, and may contain approximately 20 % of 
the world’s undiscovered oil and gas reserves,

H. whereas the EU and Canada share common values and a strong commitment to working 
multilaterally in addressing major challenges,

1. Welcomes the statement of the Commission where progress in the negotiations on a 
comprehensive economic trade agreement is cited as a key point of EU-Canada economic 
relations; in this regard, believes that the EU- Canada summit in Brussels on 5 May 2010 
provides a good opportunity to continue these negotiations;

2. Notes the robustness of the Canadian economy during the economic crisis, especially the 
banking sector; expresses its willingness to work closely with Canada in the context of the 
G20 to achieve a coordinated global approach to fiscal stimulus;

3. Notes that both Canada and the EU are committed to undertake a coordinated, coherent 
and comprehensive approach to meeting Haiti’s immediate and longer-term needs; 
together, we are fully committed to building a new Haiti that meets the legitimate and 
long-held aspirations of the Haitian people for their country, while ensuring the Haitian 
national ownership of the reconstruction process;

4. Welcomes the intention spelt out in the recent Speech from the Throne to open the 
Canadian telecommunications industry to outside competition;

5. Welcomes equally the intention to launch a major reform of Canada’s fisheries 
management system, also involving NAFO;

6. Reminds that EU visa policy is based on reciprocity; repeats its concern for the visa 
requirement for citizens of the Czech Republic, Romania and Bulgaria, and calls for that 
requirement to be lifted without delay; notes that the reintroduction of a visa requirement 
for Czech citizens has been decided by the Canadian government due to an enormous 
influx of Roma people into Canada and therefore calls upon the Member States to 
adequately address the situation of the Roma people in Europe; in this regard, welcomes 
the opening of a visa office in the Canadian embassy in Prague and the establishment of an 
expert working group on this issue, and looks to see whether the promised comprehensive 
review of the Canadian refugee system will lead to the requirement being lifted;

7. Emphasises that the EU and Canada are committed to building a low-carbon global 
economy that is safe and sustainable while strengthening capacity to adapt to the impacts 
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of climate change; underlines the importance of continuing discussions on environmental 
topics in the EU-Canada High Level Dialogue on the Environment, including 
environmental, energy and maritime cooperation in the Arctic Zone;

8. Welcomes Canada’s commitment, as expressed in the recent Throne Speech, to invest in 
clean energy technologies, to secure its place as a clean energy superpower and to be a 
leader in green job creation; emphasises the need of bilateral cooperation in terms of 
nuclear energy strategy;

9. Expresses its concern with the impact of the extraction of oil sand on local biodiversity 
and on environment due to increased greenhouse gas emissions; invites Canada in view of 
the forthcoming United Nations Climate Change Talks, to join the ‘Coalition of the 
willing’ alongside to EU;

10. Reminds the Council and Commission that since entry into force of the Lisbon Treaty the 
European Parliament has to give its consent on international agreements and has to be 
immediately and fully involved at all stages of the of international negotiations, and looks 
forward to an early statement from the Commission on how it intends to do this; recalls, in 
this respect, that its concerns on the EU Canada PNR agreement will have to be duly and 
jointly addressed before the consent can be given;

11. Congratulates the Vancouver Organising Committee on the success of the 2010 Winter 
Olympic and Paralympic games;

12. Notes that the role and prerogatives of the provinces are duly taken into account in all 
aspects of EU-Canada relations;

13. Instructs its President to forward this resolution to the Council, the Commission, and the 
EU rotating Presidency, the Vice-President of the Commission/High Representative of the 
Union for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy and the Canadian Government.


