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European Parliament resolution on human rights in Iran, particularly the cases of 
Sakineh Mohammadi Ashtiani and Zahra Bahrami

The European Parliament,

– having regard to having regard to its previous resolutions on Iran, notably those 
concerning human rights and, in particular, those of 31 January 2008 and 10 February 
2010,

– having regard to the statement by the High Representative of the Union for Foreign 
Affairs and Security Policy, Catherine Ashton, of 6 July 2010 on the imminent executions 
in Iran,

– having regard to the statement of the Secretary of State of the USA Hillary Clinton on 10 
August 2010 urging Iran to respect the fundamental freedoms of its citizens,

– having regard to the UN Universal Declaration of Human Rights, the International 
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, to which Iran is a party,

– having regard to Rule 110(2) of its Rules of Procedure,

A. whereas Sakineh Mohammadi Ashtiani, a 43 year old mother of two, was convicted in 
May 2006 of having an 'illicit relationship' with two men and received 99 lashes as her 
sentence; despite already having been punished, she has now been further convicted of 
'adultery' and sentenced to death by stoning,

B. whereas despite an international condemnation of the sentence of death by stoning, this 
sentence remained and could be implemented at any time by decision of the Head of 
Judiciary Sadegh Larijani, 

C. whereas in a televised 'confession' Sakineh Mohammadi Ashtiani appears to implicate 
herself in the murder of her husband; whereas there are strong signs that the 'confession' 
was delivered under duress,

D. whereas Sakineh Mohammadi Ashtiani has been sentenced to another 99 lashes for 
spreading 'indecency' and 'corruption' for allegedly appearing without a veil in a picture 
published in a British newspaper,

E. whereas Mohammad Mostafaei, Sakineh Mohammadi Ashtiani’s lawyer, fled Iran after 
Iranian security forces issued a warrant for his arrest, arrested his wife, and his brother-in-
law,

F. whereas Ebrahim Hamidi, an 18-year old charged with homosexuality, faces imminent 
execution despite the fact that he is currently without legal representation,

G. whereas the stoning sentence is in clear violation of Iran’s international obligations under 
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the International Covenant for Civil and Political Rights; whereas only recently Iran 
accepted, during its Universal Periodic Review at the UN Human Rights Council, to 
respect at least the minimum standards and the provisions of ICCRP concerning the death 
penalty, for as long as it is maintained,

H. whereas on 1 August President Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva of Brazil offered Ms.Ashtiani 
asylum, but the Iranian government rejected Brazil’s offer under the pretext that Lula ‘did 
not have enough information on this case’,

I. whereas Zahra Bahrami, a Dutch-Iranian woman, was arrested after participating in 
Ashura protests (December 27, 2009) against the fraudulent presidential elections in Iran; 
whether she has been held in Evin prison in Tehran since her arrest, and showed signs of 
torture,

J. whereas Zahra Bahrami was charged with setting up an anti-government organisation, 
membership in an unnamed monarchist group, and spreading anti-regime propaganda; 
whereas she was denied legal representation and the Dutch embassy in Tehran is not 
permitted to offer her any assistance,

K. whereas Zahra Bahrami is denied visiting rights in Evin prison, and is reported to be 
suffering from a dire physical and psychological condition,

L. whereas Nasrin Sotoudeh, a prominent human rights lawyer widely respected for her 
efforts on behalf of juveniles facing the death penalty and for her defence of prisoners of 
conscience, was arrested on 4 September 2010 on charges of 'propaganda against the state' 
and 'collusion and gathering with the aim of acting against national security',

M. whereas the authorities of the Islamic Republic of Iran are continuing to arrest and jail 
civil society activists while persecuting and prosecuting independent lawyers; while a new 
method of persecuting human rights lawyers by the government is to make unfounded 
financial allegations on tax grounds; while members of the One Million Signatures 
Campaign advocating for gender equality and Central Council of ADVAR, a student 
alumni organization devoted to human rights and social enhancement have been 
imprisoned on trumped-up charges,

N. whereas the residence of the former presidential candidate Mehdi Karroubi was attacked 
by dozens of armed plainclothes forces which resulted in graffiti, vandalism, broken 
windows, and shootings inside Karroubi’s home; whereas these attacks came after 
comments made by the Commander of the Revolutionary Guards Mohammad Ali Jafari 
that the people of Iran would judge the 'heads of sedition,' referring to opposition leaders; 
whereas there was no attempt made by police forces to stop the attacks,

1. Expresses its horror and dismay at the case of Sakineh Mohammadi Ashtiani sentenced to 
death by stoning; urges the authorities of the Islamic Republic of Iran not to execute 
Sakineh Mohammadi Ashtiani by stoning or any other method;

2. Calls on the authorities of the Islamic Republic of Iran to initiate a comprehensive review 
of her case;
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3. Condemns the TV ‘confession’ of Sakineh Mohammadi Ashtiani, apparently orchestrated 
by Iranian authorities in an attempt to invent new charges of murdering her husband; notes 
that this kind of broadcasts calls into question the independence of the judiciary;

4. Urges the Government of Iran to ban stoning, a particularly cruel method of execution;

5. Reaffirms EU’s strong opposition to the death penalty under all circumstances and calls 
on Iran to introduce a moratorium on executions pending the abolition of the death penalty 
in accordance with UN General Assembly resolutions 62/149 and 63/168;

6. Urges the Government of Iran to halt the execution of Ebrahim Hamidi, an 18-year old 
charged with homosexuality;

7. Expresses its opposition to any criminalisation of consensual sexual relations between 
adults, and urges the authorities of Iran to decriminalize 'adultery';

8. Demands the immediate release of Zahra Bahrami; calls on Catherine Ashton, the EU 
High Representative of the Union for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy and Vice-
President of the Commission to address Zahra Bahrami’s detention with Iranian 
authorities;

9. Calls for the immediate release of prominent human rights lawyer, Nasrin Sotoudeh, and 
for all charges against her to be dropped;

10. Expresses its grave concern about government-led violence against the former presidential 
candidate Mehdi Karrubi and the spread of an atmosphere of fear and intimidation through 
the use of thugs and plainclothes forces coordinated by security forces; demands that the 
government refrain from sanctioning such criminal acts; holds Iran’s Supreme Leader 
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei responsible for the safety of presidential candidate Mehdi 
Karroubi and his family;

11. Expresses its serious concern over the abuse of judicial powers by Iranian authorities to 
target members of the human rights community and civil society activists, such as 
members of the One Million Signatures Campaign and Central Council of ADVAR, 
among others;

12. Calls for the establishment of a UN mandate that will investigate abuses and encourage 
accountability for those perpetrating human rights violations in Iran; 

13. Reminds Iran of its obligations under the International Covenant for Civil and Political 
Rights and the commitments it undertook during its Universal Periodic Review at the UN 
Human Rights Council and calls for the immediate release of all political prisoners and 
imprisoned human rights defenders;

14. Calls for the existing list of individuals and organisations subject to the EU travel ban and 
freezing of assets to be extended to include those that are responsible for the violations of 
human rights, repression and curtailment of freedom in the country;

15. Calls on the Commission and Council to devise additional measures in the context of the 
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European Instrument for Democracy and Human Rights and European immigration policy 
in order actively to protect Iranian human rights defenders; 

16. Instructs its President to forward this resolution to the High Representative / Vice-
President of the Commission, the parliaments of the Member States, the UN Secretary-
General, the UN Human Rights Council and the Government and Parliament of the 
Islamic Republic of Iran.


