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European Parliament resolution on the new Hungarian Media Law

The European Parliament,

– having regard to European and international obligations in the field of human rights, such 
as those set out in the United Nations conventions on human rights and the European 
Convention on Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms,

– having regard to the European Union’s provisions on fundamental freedoms, and in 
particular to Articles 2, 3 and 6 of the Treaty on the European Union and to Article 11 of 
the Charter of Fundamental Rights on non discrimination and press freedom,

– having regard to Directive 2007/65/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of 
11 December amending Council Directive 89/552/EEC on the coordination of certain 
provisions laid down by law, regulation or administrative action in Member States 
concerning the pursuit of television broadcasting activities,

– having regard to Rule 110(2) of its Rules of Procedure,

A. whereas freedom of expression constitutes one of the essential foundations of European 
democratic societies, recognised in the European Treaties and in the EU Charter of 
fundamental rights,

B. whereas on 21 December 2010 the Hungarian Parliament passed the new Media Law,

C. whereas the new regulatory framework awaits signature and official pronouncement by 
the President of the Republic of Hungary,

D. whereas on 23 December 2010 the European Commissioner, Mrs Neelie Kroes, wrote a 
letter to the Hungarian Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Public Administration and 
Justice, Mr Tibor Navracsics, expressing concerns on the competence and independence 
of the new Media Authority and on the registration of media established in the new 
Hungarian Media Act,

E. whereas the Prime Minister Viktor Orban declared that the Hungarian Government will 
modify the Media Law in line with the remarks made by the European Commission,

F. whereas Hungary’s new media law requires all media to register and to provide ‘balanced’ 
coverage of national and EU events which is not ‘offensive to human dignity’,

G. whereas the law sets in place a new media authority which consists of five members 
elected for nine years, who will oversee all public news production,

1. Calls on the Commission, as the guardian of the Treaties, to carry out a full assessment to 
verify that the new Hungarian Media Act is compatible with the EU Audiovisual and 
Media Services (AVMS) Directive and the Charter of Fundamental Rights;
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2. Welcomes the Hungarian Government’s commitment to modify the Hungarian Media Act 
if the European Commission’s analysis finds it necessary to be in line with the European 
legislation and democratic values;

3. Instructs its President to forward this resolution to the Commission, the Council, the 
Governments and Parliaments of the Member States and the President of the Republic of 
Hungary.


