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European Parliament resolution on Côte d'Ivoire

The European Parliament,

– having regard to its previous resolutions,

– having regard to the resolutions of the United Nations Security Council and the decisions 
of the African Union and ECOWAS,

– having regard to Rule 110(2) of its Rules of Procedure,

A. whereas the international community as a whole, and primarily ECOWAS, the African 
Union and the UN, have recognised Alassane Ouattara as the winner of the presidential 
elections, which were internationally regarded as free and fair,

B. whereas democratic legitimacy is derived only from universal suffrage and whereas the 
outgoing President, Laurent Gbagbo, had a responsibility to allow a peaceful transition 
guaranteeing that peace would be maintained,

C. whereas on 7 December ECOWAS called on the outgoing President to ‘surrender power 
without delay’,

D. whereas on 8 December the African Union called on Laurent Gbagbo to ‘respect the will 
of the people as expressed at the ballot box and surrender power peacefully in order to 
avoid a bloodbath’,

E. having regard to the efforts of the African Union to avoid confrontation, and its numerous 
attempts at mediation,

F. having regard to the sanctions imposed by the European Union and the UN Security 
Council on Laurent Gbagbo, his main collaborators and economic entities which are 
helping to finance his illegitimate administration,

G. whereas the violence against civilians has resulted in several hundred deaths and displaced 
hundreds of thousands of people and having regard to the call by the UN Secretary-
General on President Ouattara to halt violence against civilians,

H. whereas democracy imposes rules concerning respect for all components of the nation, 
and whereas the protection of civilians remains a pressing concern, as reprisals, settling of 
accounts and acts of brutality are continuing, in a context marked by extreme tension, 
particularly in the areas controlled by President Alassane Ouattara,

I. having regard to the extremely adverse economic impact of the events of the past four 
months on Côte d'Ivoire and the whole of West Africa,

J. whereas young people, who make up three quarters of the population, lack employment 
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prospects,

1. Condemns the refusal by the outgoing President, Laurent Gbagbo, to recognise the results 
of the presidential elections, which has resulted in the death of several hundred Ivorians 
and displaced hundreds of thousands of people, and calls on him once again to surrender 
his power, which he retains illegitimately;

2. Deplores the fact that it has not proved possible to arrive at any diplomatic solution, 
including along the lines advocated by the African Union, and that violence and armed 
confrontation have been used in this conflict over power;

3. Condemns the attitude of those members of the armed forces who have not respected the 
legal state of affairs derived from the elections;

4. Condemns very strongly the brutality and massacres committed, as attested by the United 
Nations and a number of humanitarian and human rights organisations;

5. Condemns in particular the use of heavy weapons against civilian populations, but also the 
assaults on UN forces, extrajudicial executions and rapes, and all the acts of violence 
committed by all the parties, which could constitute crimes against humanity which lie 
within the jurisdiction of the International Criminal Court;

6. Expresses its full solidarity with the injured and the families of the casualties and those 
who have disappeared;

7. Recalls that the elected President is responsible for the security of the Ivorian people, 
particularly in the areas controlled by troops who acknowledge his authority, and calls on 
those in positions of political and military responsibility to give the necessary instructions 
to put an immediate end to the massacres, rapes, looting and other brutalities;

8. Calls on the legal authorities of Côte d'Ivoire to do everything in their power, under the 
authority of President Alassane Ouattara, to re-establish the rule of law without delay, 
particularly by prohibiting illegal reprisals and punishing those who carry them out, and 
for penalties to be imposed on anyone who illegally resorts to violence or incites others to 
do so;

9. Calls on President Ouattara to work for peace and national reconciliation and to guarantee, 
without discrimination, a safe return for all who have been displaced or taken refuge 
abroad;

10. Calls on those in positions of political and religious responsibility of whatever persuasion 
to call for an end to the violence and for reconciliation;

11. Condemns the failure to respect the arms embargo;

12. Calls on UNOCI, which has received the mandate to do so, to act to protect civilian 
population groups, including by means of force, particularly in order to prevent ‘collective 
punishment’ on an ethnic basis;

13. Calls for those who have committed war crimes and crimes against humanity not to be 
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allowed to go unpunished, welcomes the decision by the UN to set up an independent 
international commission of inquiry into the human rights violations and suspicions of war 
crimes and crimes against humanity committed by the forces on the ground, calls on all 
parties concerned to cooperate fully, and hopes that the UN Security Council will bring 
the matter before the International Criminal Court;

14. Welcomes the effectiveness of the sanctions imposed by the European Union and the UN 
on Laurent Gbagbo and those mainly responsible for obstructing the peace process, and 
the decisions of the World Bank and the IMF to refuse to work with an illegitimate 
government;

15. Congratulates the European Commission on its response capacity in view of the 
seriousness of the humanitarian crisis, and encourages it to continue its efforts until the 
refugees and displaced persons have returned;

16. Deplores thoroughly the fact that donors have pledged only USD 7 m of the USD 32 m 
requested by the World Food Programme;

17. Calls for the European Union sanctions on economic entities to be lifted as soon as their 
activities could benefit the legitimate authorities, and hopes that the legitimate authorities 
of Côte d'Ivoire will be able to have 3 billion in foreign debt cancelled as provided for 
under the HIPC Initiative and enjoy the benefits of EDF projects, aid from the World 
Bank and if necessary additional funds from the European Union and its Member States in 
order to revive the Ivorian economy as soon as possible;

18. Instructs its President to forward this resolution to the High Representative, the President 
of Côte d’Ivoire, the African Union, ECOWAS, the Pan-African Parliament and the ACP-
EU Joint Parliamentary Assembly.


