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European Parliament resolution on the preparations for the Russian State Duma 
elections in December 2011

The European Parliament,

– having regard to its previous reports and resolutions on Russia and on EU-Russia 
relations, in particular its resolution of 9 June 2011 on the EU-Russia summit1, of 
17 February 20112 on the rule of law, of 17 June 2010 on the EU/Russia Summit, of 
12  November 20093 prior to the EU-Russia Summit held in Stockholm on 
18 November 2009, its resolution of 17 September 2009 on the murder of human rights 
activists in Russia4 and its resolution of 17 September 2009 on external aspects of energy 
security5,

– having regard to the ruling of the European Court of Human Rights from 12 April 2011 
stating that the obligations for political parties to register for elections which have 
frequently been changed in the last years and broadened imposed a disproportionate 
burden on political parties in Russia, 

– having regard to the statement of the High Representative Catherine Ashton of 22 June 
2011 that expressed concerns over the decision, taken on the same day, of the Russian 
Ministry of Justice to refuse the application for official registration of the People's 
Freedom Party (PARNAS),

– having regard to Rule 110(2) of its Rules of Procedure,

A. whereas Russia as a member of the OSCE, the Council of Europe and the UN has 
committed itself to respect and to implement the fundamental principles of these 
organisations,

1. Deplores the decision of the Russian authorities to reject the registration of the People's 
Freedom Party (PARNAS) for the forthcoming DUMA elections in December 2011; calls 
on the Russian authorities to guarantee free and fair elections and to withdraw all 
decisions and rules that oppose this principle;  

2. Points out that some registration procedures of the Russian electoral system have proved 
to be disproportionate; calls on the Russian government to live up to its obligations and to 
implement election standards set by the Council of Europe and the OSCE where it is 
member of; calls further on the Russian government to facilitate a climate conducive to 
the creation and registration of political parties as a fundamental part of democracy and 
the key for further modernisation;  

1      Texts adopted, P7_TA(2011)0268.
2      Texts adopted, P7_TA(2011)0066.
3 Texts adopted, P7_TA(2009)0064.
4 Texts adopted, P7_TA(2009)0022.
5 Texts adopted, P7_TA(2009)0021.
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3. Instructs its President to forward this resolution to the Council, the Commission, the 
governments and parliaments of the Member States, the Government and Parliament of 
the Russian Federation, the Council of Europe and the Organisation for Security and 
Cooperation in Europe.


