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European Parliament resolution on the situation in Syria (2011/2880(RSP))

The European Parliament,

– having regard to its previous resolutions on Syria,

– having regard to the conclusions of the Foreign Affairs Council of 14 November and 
1 December 2011,

– having regard to the statements of the Vice-President of the Commission/High 
Representative of the Union for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy (VP/HR) of 3 and 28 
November; and 2 December 2011,

– having regard to the Plan of Action of 2 November and the decisions of 12 and 16 
November 2011 of the League of Arab States,

– having regard to the resolution of the United Nations General Assembly Third Committee 
on the situation of human rights in the Syrian Arab Republic of  22 November 2011,

– having regard to the report of the Independent International Commission of Inquiry on the 
Syrian Arab Republic of 23 November 2011,

– having regard to the resolution of the United Nations Human Rights Council (UNHRC) on 
the situation of human rights in the Syrian Arab Republic of 2 December 2011,

– having regard to the Universal Declaration of Human Rights of 1948,

– having regard to the International Covenant of Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR) of 
1966, to which Syria is a party,

– having regard to Rule 110(2) of its Rules of Procedure,

A. whereas, since the start of the violent crackdown on peaceful protesters in Syria in March 
2011, the systematic killings, violence and torture have been dramatically escalating and 
the Syrian army and security forces continue to respond with targeted killings, torture and 
mass arrests; whereas, according to UN estimates, over 4000 people have lost their lives, 
many more have been injured and thousands detained; whereas many Syrians are facing a 
deteriorating humanitarian situation as a result of the violence and displacements;

B. whereas in the report of the Independent International Commission of Inquiry on the 
Syrian Arab Republic widespread, systematic and gross violations of human rights and 
fundamental freedoms by the Syrian military, security forces and pro-government militias 
are documented; whereas the Commission of Inquiry concluded that crimes against 
humanity have occurred in Syria;
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C. whereas the League of Arab States has suspended Syria from participating in the League's 
council meetings and activities until Syria implements all its commitments under the Plan 
of Action of 2 November 2011;

D. whereas the crisis in Syria constitutes a threat to the stability and security of the entire 
Middle East region;

1. Strongly condemns the brutal use of force against peaceful protesters and the systematic 
persecution of pro-democracy activists, human rights defenders and journalists; expresses 
its deepest concern at the gravity of the human rights violations perpetrated by the Syrian 
authorities, including mass arrests, extrajudicial killings, arbitrary detention, enforced 
disappearances, torture and ill treatment of detainees, including children; reiterates its call 
on President Bashar al-Assad and his regime to relinquish power immediately to allow for 
a peaceful and democratic transition to take place in Syria, and rejects impunity;

2. Expresses its sincere condolences to the families of the victims; commends the courage 
and determination of the Syrian people and strongly supports their aspirations to achieve 
full respect of the rule of law, human rights and fundamental freedoms and the guarantee 
of better economic and social conditions and international cooperation;

3. Calls on the Syrian authorities to fully comply with their obligations under international 
human rights law and calls again for an immediate end to violent crackdowns against 
peaceful demonstrators and harassment of their families, the release of all detained 
protesters, political prisoners, human rights defenders and journalists, and full access to 
the country for international humanitarian and human rights organisations as well as 
international media;

4. Welcomes the publication of the report of the Independent International Commission of 
Inquiry on the violations of international human rights law in Syria since March 2011; 
welcomes the resolution of the UNHRC on the situation of human rights in Syria of 
2 December 2011, which establishes a mandate of a Special Rapporteur on the situation of 
human rights in Syria;

5. Welcomes the commitment of the EU to continue to press for strong UN action to increase 
international pressure; reiterates its call on the members of the UN Security Council, and 
in particular Russia and China, not to block a resolution condemning the use of lethal 
force by the Syrian regime and urging that this use of force be ended, and to put in place 
sanctions for failure to do so; strongly supports the decisions of the Council on 14 
November and 1 December 2011 to place new restrictive measures against the Syrian 
regime; underlines the necessity for the EU to stand ready to adopt further measures in 
order to assist the Syrian people who are striving for a democratic future through peaceful 
means;

6. Strongly supports the efforts of the League of Arab States to end the violence and to 
promote a political solution in Syria; welcomes the League's proposal to send an observer 
mission to provide protection to civilians; is concerned about the lack of commitment by 
the Syrian authorities to implement the Plan of Action; welcomes the decision of the 
League of Arab States to impose sanctions against the Syrian regime; calls on the Syrian 
regime to refrain from any direct or indirect attempt to destabilise neighbouring countries; 
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7. Supports the Council's conclusions of 1 December 2011, which state that the EU 
encourages the Syrian opposition to establish a united platform and to continue to engage 
with the Arab League towards a successful transition, and that the EU will continue to 
actively engage with representative members of the Syrian opposition which adhere to 
non violence, inclusiveness and democratic values;

8. Welcomes the condemnation of the Syrian regime by Turkey and its decision to impose 
sanctions on Syria; welcomes its role in accepting refugees;

9. Instructs its President to forward this resolution to the Council, the Commission, the Vice-
President of the Commission/High Representative of the Union for Foreign Affairs and 
Security Policy, the governments and parliaments of the Member States, the Government 
and Parliament of the Russian Federation, the Government and Parliament of the People's 
Republic of China, the US Administration and the US Congress, the Government and 
Parliament of Turkey, the Secretary-General of the United Nations, the Secretary-General 
of the League of Arab States and the Government and Parliament of the Syrian Arab 
Republic.


