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European Parliament resolution on cases of impunity in the Philippines
(2012/2681(RSP))

The European Parliament,

- having regard to its resolution on the Philippines of 21 January 2010 and its previous 
resolutions on the Philippines,

- having regard to the UN Covenant on Civil and Political Rights and the Additional 
Protocol thereto, to which the Philippines are a signatory,

- having regard to the Commission's Country Strategy Paper 2007-2013 for the 
Philippines,

- having regard to the report of the Working Group on the Universal Periodic Review 
(UPR) on the Philippines of 31 May 2012,

- having regard to Rule 122 (5) of its Rules of Procedure,

A. whereas a murder of the third witness to the Maguindanao massacre was reported on 
31 May 2012 and extrajudicial killings and enforced disappearances are still prevalent;

B. whereas on 29 May 2012 at the meeting of the Working Group on the UPR the review 
of the Philippines was held; whereas during the interactive dialogue the Philippines 
was recommended to end impunity for extrajudicial killings, enforced disappearances 
and torture and bring those responsible to justice; step up efforts to fully prohibit cases 
of torture, extrajudicial killings, and enforced disappearances, and to end impunity by 
bringing perpetrators to justice, in particular to ensure the adequate protections of 
journalists and human rights defenders;

C. whereas the Philippine government has made several notable human rights 
improvements since the first UPR in 2008, but prosecutions for extrajudicial killings 
remain elusive;

D. whereas the Philippines has ratified the Rome Statute of the International Criminal 
Court on 30 August 2011 and the Optional Protocol to the Convention against Torture 
and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment (OPCAT) on 17 
April 2012;

1. Strongly condemns the murder of the third witness to the Maguindanao massacre and 
assassination of four journalists, and expresses its solidarity with the families of the 
deceased;

2.. Calls on the Philippine government to take further measures to end impunity for 
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extrajudicial killings, enforced disappearances, and torture, including those perpetrated 
by security forces, by undertaking thorough investigations and vigorous prosecutions 
of perpetrators; 

3. Welcomes the efforts by the Philippine government to implement the measures of the 
programmes “EPJUST” (2009-2011) and “Justice for all” (2012-2015) which were 
financed by the European Union to provide assistance to address extra-judicial killings 
and enforced disappearances;

4. Calls on the Philippine government to intensify the fight against extrajudicial killings 
by strengthening accountability mechanisms and implementing all the necessary 
reforms;

5. Recognises the progress made by the administration of President Aquino on its anti-   
corruption campaign and on a number of other areas of the human rights agenda;

6. Calls on the Philippine government to provide adequate protection to journalists and 
human rights defenders;

7.    Calls on the Philippine government to apply the accepted recommendations of the 
2012 UPR;

8. Welcomes the ratifications by the Philippines of the Rome Statute of the International 
Criminal Court on 30 August 2011 and the Optional Protocol to the Convention 
against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment 
(OPCAT) on 17 April 2012;

9. Instructs its President to forward this resolution to the Council, the Commission, the 
United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights, the governments of the 
ASEAN Member States and the Government and Parliament of the Philippines.


