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European Parliament resolution on the situation in Gaza 

(2012/2883(RSP)) 

The European Parliament, 

– having regard to its previous resolutions on the Middle East, 

 

– having regard to the statement by the High Representative of the Union for Foreign 

Affairs and Security Policy of 16 November 2012, in which she states her concern about 

the escalation of violence in Israel and the Gaza Strip and deplores the loss of civilian 

lives on both sides, affirming that ‘rocket attacks by Hamas and other factions in Gaza 

which began this current crisis are totally unacceptable for any government and must stop’ 

and reaffirming ‘Israel’s right to protect its population from these kinds of attacks’ while 

at the same time urging ‘Israel to ensure that its response is proportionate’, 

 

– having regard to the conclusions of the Foreign Affairs Council meeting of 19 November 

2012, 

 

– having regard to the Fourth Geneva Convention relative to the Protection of Civilian 

Persons in Time of War of 1949, 

 

– having regard to the Charter of the United Nations, 

 

– having regard to Rule 110 of its Rules of Procedure, 

 

A. whereas violence has escalated between Gaza and Israel as a result of the increased 

number of rockets fired from Gaza into Israeli territory; whereas the current violence has 

led to a number of casualties on both sides; 

 

B. whereas the firing of rockets from Gaza on the civilian population of Israel affects 

3.5 million Israeli citizens (45 % of the total of the population of Israel); 

 

C.  whereas over 5 000 rockets have been fired from Gaza into Israel since 2006 and over 

1 100 rockets have been fired since the beginning of the crisis, whereas for the first time 

Iranian-made missiles have reached the areas of Tel Aviv and Jerusalem, 

 

D. whereas border crossings between Israel and Gaza remained open during the current 

military operations to allow the movement of food, medicine and other goods from Israel, 

and whereas Israel is continuing the yearly supply of five million cubic meters 

(1 320 860 250 gallons) of water to Gaza, despite the rocket attacks on Israeli cities and 

towns; 

 

E. whereas UNRWA reported no food scarcity in its Gaza situation report of 

19 November 2012; 
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F. whereas Israel is not blocking medical supplies to Gaza, and Gaza hospitals are currently 

operating at 80 % capacity, slightly higher than in routine periods; 

 

G. whereas Israel is supplying 125 megawatts of electricity to the Gaza Strip from the power 

station in Ashkelon despite the rocket attacks on Israel’s population and on Ashkelon 

itself; 

 

H. whereas Gaza’s military machine is connected to Iran, which has supplied it with 

enormous quantities of weapons, including long-range Fajr 5 rockets, has trained most of 

the terrorists and has transferred substantial financial resources to fund terrorist 

organisations; 

 

I. whereas Hamas is still regarded by the EU as a terrorist organisation, whose aim is to 

destroy Israel; 

 

1. Expresses grave concern about the situation in Gaza and Israel, and deeply regrets the loss 

of civilian lives on both sides; 

 

2. Condemns any form of unjustified violence and, in particular, the indiscriminate firing of 

rockets exclusively targeting the civilian population, which should be considered as a 

crime against humanity; 

 

3. Reaffirms Israel’s right to protect its population from these kinds of attacks, while 

stressing that, in doing so, Israel must act proportionately and ensure the protection of 

civilians at all times; 

 

4. Calls for an urgent de-escalation and cessation of hostilities, supports the efforts of Egypt 

and other actors to mediate for a rapid ceasefire and welcomes the mission of the United 

Nations Secretary-General to the region; 

 

5. Recalls that, especially at a time of instability in the region, any truce negotiated 

bilaterally should have a long-term duration in order to be effective; 

 

6. Instructs its President to forward this resolution to the Council, the Commission, the Vice-

President of the Commission / High Representative of the Union for Foreign Affairs and 

Security Policy, the governments and parliaments of the Member States, the President of 

the UN General Assembly, the governments and parliaments of members of the UN 

Security Council, the Middle East Quartet Envoy, the Knesset and the Government of 

Israel, the President of the Palestinian Authority and the Palestinian Legislative Council.

  


