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European Parliament resolution on the situation in Gaza
(2012/2883(RSP))

The European Parliament,

– having regard to its previous resolutions on the Middle East, in particular that of 
15 January 20091,

– having regard to UN General Assembly resolution 181 of 29 November 1947 and Security 
Council resolutions 242 (1967), 338 (1973) and 1860 (2009),

– having regard to the Charter of the United Nations,

– having regard to the Fourth Geneva Convention (1949),

– having regard to the statements by the European Union on the situation in the Middle East 
of 30 December 2008 and 14 May 2012,

– having regard to Rule 103(2) of its Rules of Procedure,

A. whereas on 14 November 2012 Israel launched a military offensive called ‘Pillar of 
Defence’ against Gaza, after the missile attacks on Israel from Gaza following the 
extrajudicial killings of Hamas leaders; whereas to date more than 100 Palestinians, 
among them children, and 3 Israelis have been killed and hundreds have been injured;

B. whereas this is the second Israeli military operation since the 2008-2009 Operation Cast 
Lead, which killed more than 1 500 people in Gaza, many of them women and children, 
caused thousand of causalities, resulted in the destruction of houses, schools and other key 
items of civilian infrastructure and caused a humanitarian catastrophe;

C. whereas this aggravation of the situation should be viewed within the framework of the 
wider escalation of tensions in the region, which could have unpredictable consequences;

D. whereas the continuous expansion of the illegal Israeli settlements in the occupied 
Palestinian territory, violence by settlers, and unabated human rights violations by Israel 
are leading to the destruction of all chances of achieving a two-state solution;

E. whereas Israel’s security can only be guaranteed by the relaunching of a genuine peace 
process aimed at establishing a just and durable solution and the establishment of two 
states;

F. whereas the Representative of the Palestinian People intends to ask the United Nations 
General Assembly on 29 November, International Day of Solidarity with the Palestinian 
People, to vote on granting Palestine the enhanced status of non-member state;

1 OJ C 46 E, 24.2.2010, p. 100. 
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G. whereas these developments should be seen in the context of next January’s early 
elections in Israel;

H. whereas improving the living conditions of Palestinians in the Gaza Strip and the West 
Bank, together with a revival of the peace process, are key aspects of the efforts to achieve 
a just and lasting peace between Israelis and Palestinians; whereas the Israeli war and the 
blockade of the Gaza Strip since 2006 represent collective punishment in contravention of 
international humanitarian law;

I. whereas the latest development is a result of a policy pursued by the EU and other 
international actors, who for decades have granted Israel impunity for its continued and 
permanent violations of international law and international humanitarian law; whereas the 
EU has nonetheless upgraded its relations with the State of Israel;

1. Strongly condemns, and demands an immediate end to the massive offensives by Israel’s 
air and naval forces against Gaza, including densely populated areas, a war which is 
claiming an increasingly high number of victims among the civilian population and 
causing widespread destruction of civilian infrastructure, further aggravating the 
humanitarian situation; expresses its solidarity with the families of the victims; 

2. Regards this Israeli offensive as a further blow aimed at destroying the two-state solution 
and recognition of the Palestinian State;

3. Condemns rocket attacks by Hamas and other radical Islamists groups which have killed 
Israeli civilians; expresses its sympathy for the Israeli civilian population affected by the 
violence and calls for an end to the rocket and missile attacks;

4. Calls for an immediate, lasting and fully respected ceasefire leading to a negotiated truce, 
which should be guaranteed by a mechanism to be set up by the international community, 
including a multinational protection force under the UN and the end of the siege;

5. Supports the recognition of enhanced UN non-member status for the Palestinian State, and 
calls on the EU Member States to support this in the vote on 29 November in the United 
Nations General Assembly;

6. Reiterates its view that there cannot be a military solution to the Israeli-Palestinian 
conflict; welcomes, therefore, all diplomatic actions;

7. Emphasises that a genuine solution to the current crisis can only be reached through the 
establishment alongside Israel of a Palestinian State along the 1967 borders, with East 
Jerusalem as its capital;

8. Expresses its deep concern as to the fate and safety of the 1.5 million Palestinians trapped 
in Gaza; recalls in this connection the alarming statement by the UN concerning the 
humanitarian situation following the military offensive;

9. Demands that the EU and other international actors denounce the repeated attacks against 
the Palestinian people in violation of international law and international humanitarian law, 
which have so far been met with impunity;
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10. Considers that the Israeli attacks on Gaza run counter to the provisions of the EU-Israel 
Association Agreement, notably those relating to the human rights clause, which is 
regarded in legal terms as an essential element of the agreement; takes the view that in the 
light of recent developments, and in accordance with its Article 2, the EU-Israel 
Association Agreement should be suspended; calls on the Council and Commission 
immediately to halt the process of upgrading EU-Israel relations;

11. Instructs its President to forward this resolution to the Council, the Commission, the 
governments and parliaments of the Member States, the UN Secretary-General, the 
President of the Palestinian Authority, the Palestinian Legislative Council, the Israeli 
Government and the Knesset.


