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European Parliament resolution on elections in Ukraine
(2012/2889(RSP))

The European Parliament,

– having regard to its previous resolutions on Ukraine,

– having regard to the joint statement on the parliamentary elections in Ukraine issued by 
High Representative Catherine Ashton and Commissioner Štefan Füle on 12 November 
2012,

– having regard to the statement of former Polish President Aleksander Kwasniewski and 
former European Parliament President Pat Cox on 3 October 2012 stating that the 
elections will be ‘decisive’ for the future of Ukraine and that the ‘momentum in EU-
Ukraine relations has stalled’,

– having regard to the joint statement issued by the head of the OSCE Parliamentary 
Assembly delegation, Walburga Habsburg Douglas, and the head of the OSCE/ODIHR 
long-term observation mission, Audrey Glover, on 29 October 2012,

– having regard to the reports by non-governmental organisations, including OPORA, on 
the parliamentary elections, published on 30 October 2012,

– having regard to the OSCE/ODIHR mission observation reports, in particular their 
conclusions of 29 October 2012 and their recent, post-election interim report published on 
9 November 2012,

– having regard to Rule 110(2) of its Rules of Procedure,

A. whereas international election observers found evidence that the choices of the Ukrainian 
people were restricted through an unbalanced media environment, mismanagement 
regarding the composition of the electoral committees, lack of transparency in party 
financing, abuse of administrative resources, and a tilted playing field, also reflected in the 
absence of leading opposition candidates imprisoned for political reasons;

B. whereas while the OSCE has issued a generally positive assessment of the voting process, 
international observers pointed to a lack of transparency in the way the final results were 
collated, and assessed negatively both the vote-tabulation process in 77 out of the 161 
district election commissions observed and the fact that delays in vote tabulation 
continued on 10 November in 12 single-mandate districts, making these elections the 
worst since 2005;

C. whereas, according to OSCE/ODIHR reports, the conduct of the post-electoral process 
was marred by irregularities, delays in the vote count and a lack of transparency in the 
electoral commissions; whereas the shortcomings and problems identified represent 
deterioration in several areas compared to standards previously achieved; 



RE\921427EN.doc 3/4 PE502.552v01-00

EN

D. whereas, in a joint statement, High Representative / Vice-President of the Commission 
Catherine Ashton and Commissioner Štefan Füle expressed concern about the conduct of 
the post-electoral process, which was marred by irregularities, delays in the vote count and 
lack of transparency in the electoral commissions, and estimated that the shortcomings 
and problems identified, also by the OSCE-ODIHR interim reports, represents 
deterioration in several areas compared to standards previously achieved;

E. whereas opposition politicians are still jailed and were not able to participate freely in the 
electoral process;

F. whereas, for the first time, the Venice Commission and the Parliamentary Assembly of the 
Council of Europe (PACE) issued recommendations stating very clearly that Ukraine 
should have a proportional system with open lists;

G. whereas its observers expressed their concern about the lack of transparency in party 
financing in Ukraine, judging that parties and candidates faced a tilted playing field;

1. Condemns the electoral violations presented in the OSCE assessment of the voting 
process, being so extensive as to raise doubts as to whether the election results genuinely 
reflect the will of the Ukrainian citizens;

2. Expresses deep regret at the fact that, according to the OSCE, PACE, NATO 
Parliamentary Assembly and European Parliament observers, the electoral campaign, 
electoral process and post-electoral process failed to meet major international standards 
and constitute a step backwards compared to the national elections in 2010;

3. Underlines the fact that as two leaders of the opposition, Yulia Tymoshenko and Yuriy 
Lutsenko were held in jail during the elections, there could not have been fair competition 
in these elections;

4. Calls on the Government of Ukraine to address the electoral irregularities, including the 
inconclusive results in some election districts, in dialogue with all political parties; 
expects, furthermore, the Ukrainian Parliament to address in due course the shortcomings 
of the electoral law, and to implement the recommendations of the Venice Commission in 
order to improve the country’s election-related legislation and to bring it more closely into 
line with OSCE commitments and international standards;

5. Recognises that, despite the many shortcomings in the electoral process, the positive 
outcome of the elections – the high turnout, the fact that results according to party lists 
coincided closely with preliminary exit-poll data, and the fact that new political forces 
were able to overcome the electoral threshold – reflects the desire of the citizens of 
Ukraine to live in a democratic and pluralistic society;

6. Expresses its continued support for the Ukrainian people’s aspirations for an independent, 
prosperous and democratic Ukraine, and regrets that the fact that flawed parliamentary 
elections do not advance Ukraine toward this goal as hoped for; stresses that the EU 
remains committed to working with Ukraine to improve democratic institutions, 
strengthen the rule of law and advance essential economic reforms;
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7. Confirms that the EU’s engagement with Ukraine to work towards political association 
and economic integration remains based on its respect for democracy and the rule of law; 
underlines the commitment to continue to work towards these values using the full 
potential of our relations to the benefit of the citizens of Ukraine and the EU;

8. Considers that the visa liberalisation policy towards Ukraine should be continued so that 
ordinary people in Ukraine can benefit from easier access to the EU and from the 
exchange of experiences and joint programmes;

9. Calls on Ukraine to end the selective application of justice in Ukraine at all levels of 
government and to make it possible for opposition parties to participate in political life on 
the basis of a level playing field; calls on the authorities, in this context, to free and 
rehabilitate politically persecuted opponents including Yulia Tymoshenko, Yuri Lutsenko 
and other political prisoners;

10. Instructs its President to forward this resolution to the European External Action Service 
(EEAS), the Council, the Commission, the Member States, the President, Government and 
Parliament of Ukraine and the Parliamentary Assemblies of the Council of Europe and the 
OSCE.


