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Motion for a European Parliament resolution on citizens from third countries serving 
their prison sentences in their respective countries of origin

The European Parliament,

– having regard to the provisions of the Convention on the Transfer of Sentenced Persons of 
the Council of Europe,

– having regard to the recent judgments of the European Court of Human Rights, the latest 
of which delivered on 8 January 2013,

– having regard to Rule 120 of its Rules of Procedure,

A. whereas the re-educational role of imprisonment is key, though it should not detract from 
the certainty of legal punishment;

B. whereas, as stated in the Green Paper on the application of EU criminal justice legislation 
in the field of detention, one of the most long-standing problems being faced by many EU 
Member States is prison overcrowding;

C. whereas prison overcrowding is an infringement of human rights and of the dignity of 
prisoners and exacerbates the already difficult working conditions of prison guards;

1. Calls on the Commission and the Council, within the limits of their powers, urgently to 
implement a strategy with a view to resolving the long-standing problem of prison 
overcrowding;

2 Takes the view that if prisoners had to serve their sentences in their countries of origin, 
this would have a positive impact on them, since it would bring them closer to their 
families and friends;

3. Urges the Commission and the Council, therefore, to implement a strategy whereby third-
country nationals who have been convicted of a crime serve their sentences in their 
countries of origin, on an automatic and reciprocal basis.


