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European Parliament resolution on the situation in Turkey
(2013/2664(RSP))

The European Parliament,

– having regard to its previous resolutions, in particular that of 18 April 2013 on Turkey’s 
2012 progress report1,

– having regard to the Negotiating Framework for Turkey of 3 October 2005,

– having regard to Council Decision 2008/157/EC of 18 February 2008 on the principles, 
priorities and conditions contained in the Accession Partnership with the Republic of 
Turkey2 (‘the Accession Partnership’), as well as to the previous Council decisions on the 
Accession Partnership of 2001, 2003 and 2006,

– having regard to Rule 110(2) of its Rules of Procedure,

A. whereas by Monday, 3 June 2013 over 60 of Turkey’s 81 provinces were experiencing 
some form of protest;

B. whereas Turkey is a candidate country for accession to the EU, an important ally and a 
NATO member;

C. whereas the Copenhagen criteria for EU accession require candidate countries to conform 
to the principles and fundamentals of democracy, human rights and the rule of law;

D. whereas freedom of assembly, freedom of expression (including through social media both 
online and offline) and freedom of the press are fundamental principles of the EU; 

E. whereas the Gezi Park building project appears to have been a catalyst rather than a cause 
of the protests;

F. whereas, according to various reports, more than 3 000 protesters have been arrested 
nationwide, at least 1 500 of them young people;

G. whereas four citizens have been reported dead;

H. whereas the bulk of the protesters are ordinary citizens, often spurred into action by social 
media networks; whereas many of them hold regular jobs, including bankers, lawyers, 
academics and other private-sector employees; and whereas women are present in notably 
high numbers at the protests;

1. Is deeply concerned at the evidence of police brutality, and condemns the excessive use of 
force by the Turkish police against protesters; 

1 Texts adopted, P7_TA(2013)0184.
2 OJ L 51, 26.2.2008, p. 4.
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2. Calls on the Turkish authorities to bring those responsible for excessive and 
disproportionate use of force to justice, and to offer compensation to the victims;

3. Calls for a full investigation of the incidents that have occurred and complete restraint on 
the part of the police force;

4. Urges the Turkish authorities to pull back the police from peaceful demonstrations and 
gatherings and to use them only to protect property in the event of vandalism and looting;

5. Deeply regrets the fact that while events were unfolding in Turkey, Turkish media 
channels provided no proper news coverage; encourages the fullest possible coverage of 
events on mainstream Turkish television stations;

6. Points out that the President of the Turkish Republic has noted that democracy is not just 
about winning elections, but that people should have freedom of expression; calls on the 
President to continue playing the role of mediator between the public and the Turkish 
Government;

7. Calls on the Turkish Government to engage with mainstream protesters and to allow them 
to express their concerns; stresses that the Turkish Prime Minister could announce a more 
inclusive process for deciding on the future of spaces such as Gezi Park and other spaces 
of national significance;

8. Calls on the Turkish authorities to announce that peaceful demonstrations can be held in 
Taksim Square;

9. Is deeply concerned about the spill-over effect that the crisis in Syria is having on the 
internal situation in Turkey; notes with concern that Sunni extremists are moving 
constantly back and forth over the Turkey-Syria border and that discrimination against 
Alewite communities in Turkey is alarmingly on the rise;

10. Notes that this crisis should be used as a springboard to relaunch Turkey’s stalled reform 
process;

11. Instructs its President to forward this resolution to the Council, the Commission, the High 
Representative of the Union for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy / Vice-President of 
the Commission, the Secretary-General of the Council of Europe, the President of the 
European Court of Human Rights, the governments and parliaments of the Member States 
and the Government and Parliament of the Republic of Turkey.


