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European Parliament resolution on the situation in Egypt
(2013/2820(RSP))

The European Parliament,

– having regard to its previous resolutions on Egypt, in particular those of 16 February 2012 
on Egypt: recent developments1, 15 March 2012 on human trafficking in Sinai, in 
particular the case of Solomon W.2, 14 March 2013 on the situation in Egypt3 and 4 July 
2013 on the crisis in Egypt4,

– having regard to its previous resolution of 14 December 2011 on the review of the 
European Neighbourhood Policy5,

– having regard to the EU-Egypt Action Plan of 2007 and the EU-Egypt Association 
Agreement, which entered into force on 1 June 2004,

– having regard to the European Neighbourhood Policy (ENP) Package since 2004 and in 
particular to the Commission’s progress report on its implementation of 20 March 2013,

– having regard to the Joint Statement on Egypt by the US Secretary of State and the EU 
High Representative of 7 August 2013 and to the statements by EU High Representative 
Catherine Ashton of 16 August 2013 and 6 September 2013 and to her visit to Egypt on 
29-30 July 2013,

– having regard to the Council conclusions on Egypt of 27 February 2012, 25 June 2012, 
19 November 2012, 10 December 2012, 22 July 2013 and 21 August 2013, and its 
conclusions on EU Support for Sustainable Change in Transition Societies of 31 January 
2013 and on the Arab Spring of 8 February 2013,

– having regard to the Commission memorandum of 8 February 2013 entitled ‘EU’s 
response to the Arab Spring: the state of play after two years’,

– having regard to the statements made by the spokesperson of the UN Secretary General 
Ban Ki-Moon on Egypt on 5 June, 3 and 27 July and 14, 17 and 19 August 2013,

– having regard to the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights of 1966 to which 
Egypt agreed to be party,

– having regard to the Universal Declaration of Human Rights of 1948,

– having regard to Rule 110(2) and (4) of its Rules of Procedure,

1 Texts adopted, P7_TA(2012)0064.
2 Texts adopted, P7_TA(2012)0092.
3 Texts adopted, P7_TA(2013)0095.
4 Texts adopted, P7_TA(2013)0333.
5 Texts adopted, P7_TA(2011)0576.
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A. whereas on 30 June 2013 several million protesters across Egypt called for President 
Morsi’s resignation in the biggest demonstration since the 2011 revolution which ousted 
Hosni Mubarak; whereas, despite the fact that the demonstrations were largely peaceful, 
dozens of people died and hundreds were injured across the country;

B. whereas Egypt is the most populous Arab country with over 80 million people and is a 
pivotal country in the southern Mediterranean; whereas political, economic and social 
developments in Egypt have significant implications for the whole region and beyond;

C. whereas progressive, liberal and secular opposition groups endorsed a petition organised 
by the Tamarod (Rebellion) movement calling for new elections; whereas they claim that 
over 22 million people have signed it; whereas Morsi was elected with 13 million votes;

D. whereas the waves of protests against President Morsi had repeatedly turned into deadly 
clashes and rioting; whereas people took to the streets to protest as the situation in the 
country did not improve under the government of the Muslim Brotherhood, but 
deteriorated; whereas inflation and unemployment increased during President Morsi’s 
time in office; whereas in 2012 over 3 400 protests – most of them strikes and occupations 
– took place across Egypt over economic and social issues;

E. whereas the Egyptian Armed Forces issued a statement on 1 July 2013 giving Egyptian 
political forces 48 hours to ‘fulfil the people’s demands’, otherwise the military would 
step in; whereas, in its statement of 4 July 2013, the Egyptian Army deposed President 
Mohamed Morsi and announced the suspension of the constitution, the transfer of power 
to the head of the High Constitutional Court pending early presidential elections followed 
by parliamentary elections, and the formation of a national coalition government and a 
committee to look into amending the constitution;

F. whereas the Egyptian army and police brutally dismantled the Rabaa and Nahda 
encampments, killing hundreds of Muslims Brotherhood supporters; whereas a state of 
emergency was declared;

G. whereas on 22 August 2013 former dictator Hosni Mubarak was released from prison; 
whereas deposed President Mohamed Morsi has been arrested on charges of collaborating 
with Hamas in organising attacks on police stations and prison breaks in early 2011 during 
the uprising against Mubarak;

H. whereas Egyptian security forces have also arrested the supreme leader of the Muslim 
Brotherhood, Mohammed Badie, and other leaders of the movement; whereas Egypt’s 
army-backed Government is moving towards banning the Muslim Brotherhood as 
proposed by de facto Prime Minister Hazem el-Beblawi;

I. whereas after the military coup d’état and the brutal repression of Morsi supporters the 
situation has quickly deteriorated with an increase in sectarian attacks and contains strong 
elements of civil war;

J. whereas on 19 August 2013 24 Egyptian soldiers were killed in an attack on the Sinai 
peninsula; whereas on 5 September 2013 an Islamist group made an unsuccessful attempt 
to assassinate Interior Minister Mohamed Ibrahim in Cairo; whereas on 7 September 2013 
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the Egyptian Army mounted a major operation in North Sinai, killing or wounding at least 
30 people they considered responsible for attacks on the security forces;

K. whereas it is now two and a half years since Mubarak stepped down due to the massive 
demonstrations in Tahrir Square and the uprisings throughout Egypt calling for 
fundamental reforms of the country’s political, economic and social system, for an end to 
corruption, and for full freedom, true democracy, respect for human rights and better 
living conditions;

1. Condemns the military coup d’état and the brutal repression by the Egyptian army; deeply 
deplores the loss of lives, injuries and destruction in Cairo and other parts of Egypt; 
regrets that the promises made by the Egyptian army to give the floor to the Egyptian 
people have turned into violent action to silence Egyptian citizens;

2. Reiterates its opinion that the leaders and generals of the Egyptian army cannot offer a 
way forward to advance the rightful demands of the Egyptian people, as the army’s 
leadership holds powerful economic positions within Egypt and represents different 
economic and political interests from those of the workers, the poor and young people 
who demand social justice and higher living standards;

3. Calls for an end to violence in Egypt as the conflict may turn into civil war; calls for early 
parliamentary elections in order to return to the path towards democratic transition in 
Egypt;

4. Reiterates its support for the demands made by the Egyptian people for freedom, human 
dignity, social justice, true democracy, respect for human rights, better living conditions 
and a secular state, and in particular for their demands for wage increases to match price 
increases, and for housing, health and job creation;

5. Points out that President Morsi and the Muslim Brotherhood were effectively reverting to 
the same role as the ousted Hosni Mubarak in failing to carry out reforms while seeking to 
instil a more religiously conservative system; is deeply concerned, nevertheless, about the 
proposal to outlaw the Muslim Brotherhood, as this would lead to an escalation in 
violence and would most likely mark the beginning of a general clampdown on 
democratic rights in Egypt;

6. Insists that the future of Egypt must rest firmly in the hands of the Egyptian people, 
without any external interference; is opposed to any external, imperialist interference, 
namely by the US, Israel or Saudi Arabia; is convinced that neither the Egyptian military 
nor a return of elements from the former Mubarak regime can represent a step towards 
addressing the rightful aspirations of the Egyptian masses;

7. Calls for an independent and impartial committee of inquiry to be set up to investigate 
breaches of human rights committed during Mubarak’s regime, Morsi’s presidency and 
following the military coup d’état, including cases of extrajudicial execution and arbitrary 
arrest, and for those responsible to be identified and, where appropriate, brought to justice, 
with compensation offered to victims and their families;

8. Deplores the support provided for decades by the EU and some Member State 
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governments in particular to the regime of Hosni Mubarak; reiterates that economic, 
political, social, cultural and all other types of relations between the EU and any ENP 
country must be based on equality of treatment, non-interference, solidarity, dialogue and 
respect for the specific asymmetries and characteristics of each country;

9. Instructs its President to forward this resolution to the Vice-President of the Commission / 
High Representative of the Union for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy, the 
governments and parliaments of the Member States, the Parliamentary Assembly of the 
Union for the Mediterranean, the African Union and the Government and Parliament of 
Egypt.


