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European Parliament resolution on the situation in Syria
(2014/2531(RSP))

The European Parliament,

– having regard to its previous resolutions on Syria,

– having regard to the Foreign Affairs Council conclusions on Syria of 23 January, 
18 February, 11 March, 22 April, 27 May, 24 June, 9 July and 22 July 2013, and to the 
European Council conclusions on Syria of 8 February 2013,

–   having regard to the statements by the Vice-President of the Commission / High 
Representative of the Union for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy (VP / HR), 
Catherine Ashton, of 21 August 2013 on the latest reports of the use of chemical 
weapons in Damascus, of 23 August 2013 on the high urgency of a political solution to 
the Syrian conflict (reflecting the agreed position of the EU on Syria of 
7 September 2013), and of 10 September 2013 on the proposal to place Syria’s chemical 
weapons under international control,

– having regard to its resolution of 10 October 2013 on recent cases of violence and 
persecution against Christians, notably in Maaloula (Syria) and Peshawar (Pakistan) and 
the case of Pastor Saeed Abedini (Iran)1,

–   having regard to the Geneva Conventions of 1949 and the additional protocols thereto, 
the Geneva Protocol (to the Hague Convention) for the Prohibition of the Use in War of 
Asphyxiating, Poisonous or other Gases, and of Bacteriological Methods of Warfare, 
signed in Geneva on 17 June 1925, and the standards set forth in the Chemical Weapons 
Convention,

– having regard to the United Nation resolution of 27 September 2013 on the destruction 
of Syrian chemical weapons (S/RES/2118(2013)),

– having regard to Rule 110(2) of its Rules of Procedure,

A. whereas, according to the United Nations, since the start of the violent crackdown on 
peaceful protesters in Syria in March 2011, more than 130 000 people, most of them 
civilians, have been killed; whereas according to the UN Office for the Coordination of 
Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA), 4.25 million people are internally displaced and there 
are more than 2 million Syrian refugees, mainly in Turkey, Jordan, Lebanon, Egypt and 
Iraq;

B. whereas on 9 September 2013, UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon, and on 
10 September 2013 VP/HR Catherine Ashton, welcomed the proposal for the transfer of 
the Syrian regime’s chemical weapons to the international community for destruction – 
a proposal readily taken on board by Russia, Iran and the Syrian regime; whereas Mr 

1 Texts adopted, P7_TA(2013)0422.
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Ban Ki-moon said he was considering urging the Security Council to demand the 
immediate transfer of these weapons and chemical precursor stocks to places inside 
Syria, where they can be safely stored and destroyed;

C. whereas according to the Organisation for the Prohibition of Chemical Weapons 
(OPCW), the Assad regime transferred only about 5 % of its chemical weapons;

D. whereas an international conference on Syria, known as Geneva II, was launched on 
22 January 2014; whereas the conference has so far seemed unable to reach a diplomatic 
agreement between the Syrian Government and the opposition;

E. whereas in December 2013 rebels kidnapped 12 nuns from the mostly Christian city of 
Ma’loula; whereas there is still no information on two kidnapped bishops, Ioann 
Ibrahim and Bulos Jazigi, who have been in detention for about 10 months;

F. whereas the conflict is being radicalised, with an increased number of attacks on 
religious minorities, especially Christians;

G. whereas loyalists accused rebels from Al-Nusra Front and the Islamic State of Iraq and 
Levant of committing mass murders in the villages of Barouda, Nbeiteh, 
al-Hamboushieh, Blouta, Abu Makkeh, Aramo, Bremseh, Isterba, Obeen, and Kharata 
in Latakia, and in the city of Adra Al-Amalieh in Reef Damascus;

H. whereas about 70 % of the rebels are affiliated to jihadists, salafists and terrorist groups;

I. whereas rebels from Al-Nusra Front and the Islamic State of Iraq and al-Sham (ISIS) 
have joined forces with Al-Qaeda; whereas both of these groups call for jihad not only 
in Syria but also in Lebanon and Iraq; whereas these groups have also threatened to 
attack Europe and Israel;

J. whereas on 2 January 2014, rebel fighters launched widespread attacks against the 
Al-Qaeda-affiliated ISIS in dozens of locations in the provinces of Idlib and Aleppo;

K. whereas ISIS has taken the offensive across the region, including in Iraq where it has 
launched offensives to take urban centres; whereas ISIS has also released a statement 
claiming responsibility for the deadly suicide bombing of 2 January 2014 targeting 
Hezbollah in southern Beirut;

L. whereas in mid-December 2013 the regime began a barrel-bombing campaign which 
targeted the civilian population of Aleppo, Damascus and Daraya;

M. whereas loyalists are still attacking civilian areas and have been besieging for almost 
600 days the Old City of Homs, Yarmouk and the Eastern Ghouta region, which has led 
to the starvation of thousands of Syrians and a humanitarian crisis;

N. whereas both sides of the conflict depend on foreign supplies; whereas an influx of 
military support to both sides of the conflict precludes a decisive military victory for 
either the regime or the rebels and ensures the protraction of the war;

1. Strongly condemns the torture and mass killing of civilians in Syria by both sides of the 
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conflict, and extends its condolences to the families of the victims;

2. Strongly condemns the barrel-bombing tactics used by President Assad’s forces against 
civilians in densely populated urban areas;

3. Strongly condemns the December 2013 rebel attacks in Ma’loula, and calls for the 
immediate release of 12 nuns from Ma’loula and the two kidnapped bishops, Ioann 
Ibrahim and Bulos Jazigi;

4. Welcomes the deal on the safe passage of civilians reached in Geneva, that makes it 
possible for women and children to leave the city of Homs and for the UN to provide 
medicines and shelter to those fleeing from the city; hopes that a similar agreement can 
be reached for the cities of Damascus and Aleppo;

5. Calls for Al-Nusra Front, ISIS and all Al-Qaeda-affiliated organisations in Syria to be 
placed on the list of terrorists groups;

6. Instructs its President to forward this resolution to the Council, the Commission, the 
Vice-President of the Commission / High Representative of the Union for Foreign 
Affairs and Security Policy, the governments and parliaments of the Member States, and 
the Government of the Arab Republic of Syria.


