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European Parliament resolution on the situation in Venezuela
(2014/2600(RSP))

The European Parliament,

– having regard to its previous resolutions on the situation in Venezuela, including those 
of 24 May 2007 on the Radio Caracas TV channel case in Venezuela, 23 October 2008 
on political disqualifications in Venezuela, 7 May 2009 on the case of Manuel Rosales 
in Venezuela, 11 February 2010 on Venezuela, 8 July 2010 on Venezuela, in particular 
the case of Maria Lourdes Afiuni, and 24 May 2012 on the possible withdrawal of 
Venezuela from the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights,

– having regard to the statement by the Vice-President of the Commission / High 
Representative of the Union for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy,

– having regard to the statement by the former President of Costa Rica and winner of the 
Nobel Peace Prize, Oscar Arias, on the current political situation in Venezuela,

– having regard to Rule 110(2) of its Rules of Procedure,

A. having regard to the many protests and demonstrations which have taken place in 
Venezuela in recent weeks and which culminated, on 12 February 2014, in the violent 
breaking-up of a student protest which left three people dead and more than 70 injured 
and led to the arrest of hundreds of students;

B. whereas in recent days the number of demonstrations has not diminished, but has in fact 
risen, leading to an increase in the number of people killed, injured and arrested as a 
result of the brutal suppression of the protest movement by the state authorities and 
illegal armed groups;

C. whereas this wave of protests is a response to the growing authoritarianism of the 
Venezuelan regime, a weakening of the democratic system, a very high level of public 
insecurity, widespread corruption, persecution of and acts of intimidation against the 
democratic opposition, civil society and the print media, censorship and the exercise of 
a monopoly over audiovisual means of communication, combined with a high cost of 
living, steep inflation and a breakdown in the supply of essential goods, all of this in a 
country with the world’s largest oil reserves;

D. whereas the Venezuelan authorities, rather than taking steps to maintain calm and ease 
the tension, have instead threatened to carry out an 'armed revolution' and have issued 
and executed a number of arrest warrants and seek-and-find orders for leading members 
of the democratic opposition, accusing them of various crimes, of being the 
masterminds behind the demonstrations and of plotting a coup d’état;

E. whereas the Venezuelan Constitution guarantees the peaceful right of assembly and of 
association and the right to demonstrate peacefully; whereas the state authorities have a 
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duty to safeguard the fundamental rights of Venezuelan citizens and to guarantee their 
safety and protect their lives without curtailing those rights; 

F. whereas violent and uncontrolled pro-government armed groups have long been able to 
act with complete impunity in Venezuela, and whereas their presence and sudden arrival 
at demonstrations have in recent days triggered acts of violence which have left people 
dead and injured, incidents which the state authorities have made no attempt to 
investigate;

1. Expresses deep regret at the loss of human life, extends its condolences to the families 
of the victims and calls for calm, moderation and common sense;

2. Rejects categorically the use of violence as a means of resolving political disputes, and 
expresses concern at the high levels of public insecurity, polarisation, violence and 
persecution which characterise Venezuelan political life;

3. Calls for steps to be taken to ease the climate of tension and political violence; takes the 
view that the state authorities have a duty to guarantee the rights and basic security of 
ordinary citizens;

4. Calls on the Venezuelan Government to uphold the civil rights of freedom of expression 
and the freedom to demonstrate peacefully which are guaranteed by the country's 
constitution;

5. Emphasises that scrupulous respect for the principles of freedom of expression, 
information and opinion is a cornerstone of any democratic society, and opposes, 
therefore, the censorship carried out and the restrictions on freedom of information 
imposed by the Venezuelan authorities on national and international media 
organisations; condemns the harassment suffered by a number of newspapers and other 
media outlets, such as the television channel NTN24 and Spanish CNN, and regards 
these practices as contrary to the Venezuelan Constitution and the undertakings given 
by the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela;

6. Calls on the state authorities to disarm immediately and disband the uncontrolled pro-
government armed groups and to end the freedom from prosecution they currently 
enjoy, and calls for the recent protest-related deaths to be investigated so that the 
perpetrators can be brought to justice;

7. Calls for all the students arrested during the protests organised in recent weeks to be 
released;

8. Points out that scrupulous respect for the principle of the separation of powers is 
fundamental to democracy and that the judicial system works in the service of citizens 
and must not be exploited by the authorities as an instrument of political persecution 
and a means of suppressing democratic opposition; calls, therefore, for the baseless 
charges brought against members of the opposition who are being detained on account 
of their political convictions to be dropped and for no more accusations to be levelled 
against key opposition leaders;
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9. Points out that respect for pluralism and diversity of political views, opinion and 
expression are fundamental to the quality and proper functioning of democracy; points 
out that democracy consists of much more than just the holding of elections;

10. Emphasises the basic duty the Venezuelan Government has to comply with the treaties 
and international agreements which it has signed, in particular the Inter-American 
Democratic Charter and the American Convention on Human Rights;

11. Instructs its President to forward this resolution to the Council, the Commission, the 
Vice-President of the Commission / High Representative for Foreign Affairs and 
Security Policy, the Co-President of the Eurolat Parliamentary Assembly, the Secretariat 
of the Organisation of American States, the Government and National Assembly of the 
Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela and the secretariat of the Venezuelan Democratic 
Unity Roundtable.


