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European Parliament resolution on the invasion of Ukraine by Russia
(2014/2627(RSP))

The European Parliament,

– having regard to its previous resolutions on Ukraine,

– having regard to its resolution of 12 December 2013 on the outcome of the Vilnius 
Summit and the future of the Eastern Partnership, in particular as regards Ukraine1,

– having regard to the Joint Declaration of the Vilnius Eastern Partnership Summit of 
29 November 2013,

– having regard to the Partnership and Cooperation Agreement (PCA) between the 
European Union and Ukraine, which entered into force on 1 March 1998, and to the 
new Association Agreement initialled on 30 March 2012,

– having regard to Rule 110(2) and (4) of its Rules of Procedure,

A. whereas pro-Russian gunmen and Russian soldiers have seized key buildings in the 
Crimean capital of Simferopol, as well as important Ukrainian installations and strategic 
objectives in Crimea, including at least three airports; whereas most of the Ukrainian 
military units in the peninsula have been surrounded but refused to give up their arms; 

B. whereas on 1 March 2014 the Russian Parliament approved President Putin’s request to 
use Russian forces in Ukraine in order to protect the interests of Russia and Russian 
speakers in Crimea and in the country; 

C. whereas Russian aggression in Crimea has been in breach of international law, 
including the UN Charter, at least three Ukraine-Russia agreements on bilateral 
relations dating from 1997, the Budapest Memorandum of 1994 and the main acts of the 
Organisation for Security and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE); 

D. whereas Russia has gathered large forces on the eastern border of Ukraine, and in 
response the Ukrainian Government has ordered full military mobilisation; 

E. whereas the Crimean Parliament appealed on 6 March 2014 to the authorities of the 
Russian Federation with a proposal to initiate the procedure for Crimea’s accession to 
Russia, and has decided to hold a referendum in Crimea on this matter; 

F. whereas the EU has frozen the assets of 18 former Ukrainian officials, including ousted 
President Viktor Yanukovych;

G. whereas Russian Prime Minister Dmitry Medvedev has announced plans to simplify 

1 Texts adopted, P7_TA(2013)0595.
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procedures for Russian speakers in foreign countries to gain Russian citizenship;

H. whereas the United States has issued visa restrictions against a number of Ukrainian and 
Russian officials and individuals responsible for or complicit in threatening the 
sovereignty and territorial integrity of Ukraine; 

1. Condemns Russia’s violation of Ukrainian sovereignty and territorial integrity, and calls 
on Russia to immediately stop all violence against Ukraine, cease its support for the 
so-called ‘self-defence forces’ and withdraw its troops to the areas of their permanent 
stationing; 

2. Expresses its solidarity with the Ukrainian nation and its full respect for the sovereignty 
and territorial integrity of Ukraine; recognises the legitimacy of the new government 
nominated by the democratically elected parliament; 

3. Calls on all sides and third countries to protect the unity and territorial integrity of 
Ukraine; calls on all Member States and third countries to officially condemn violent 
behaviour and the destabilisation of peace in Europe, where the Russian Federation is 
clearly violating Ukrainian sovereignty and territorial integrity;

4. Welcomes the decision of the European Council to sign the Association Agreement with 
Ukraine before the presidential elections on 25 May 2014; underlines Ukraine’s 
perspective for EU membership, which is granted in principle under Article 49 of the 
Treaty on European Union;

5. Believes that the decisions of the European Council to suspend bilateral talks with the 
Russian Federation on visa matters and the New Agreement are insufficient, and calls 
for more concrete sanctions targeting the Russian officials and decision-makers 
responsible for the recent aggression in Crimea, including visa bans, travel restrictions 
and a freeze on assets; calls also for an EU-wide trade ban on arms and military 
technology;

6. Calls on France, in this connection, to halt the sale of Mistral-class assault ships to 
Russia;

7. Welcomes the Commission’s decision to propose a support package for Ukraine, 
encompassing various types of financial instruments and amounting to as much as 
EUR 11.175 billion over the next two years; reiterates, in this connection, its call on 
VP / HR Catherine Ashton and the European External Action Service to organise and 
coordinate an international donor conference that should take place as soon as possible, 
preferably before the end of March, in order to secure additional funding to help the 
new Ukrainian Government to overcome the financial and budgetary crisis that the 
country is currently facing; 

8. Calls on its President to suspend all political relations with the Russian State Duma and 
Federation Council until the Russian forces in Ukraine have withdrawn to the areas of 
their permanent stationing in accordance with existing agreements; 

9. Supports the decision taken by the European Council to adopt unilateral measures that 
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would allow Ukraine to benefit substantially from the advantages offered by the Deep 
and Comprehensive Free Trade Area, including the reduction of tariffs and the 
opening-up of tariff rate quotas; 

10. Underlines the need to ensure energy supply for Ukraine and those Member States, 
which would be affected in the case of possible gas and oil cuts from Russia; 

11. Recalls that the existing borders of Ukraine were guaranteed by the United States, the 
Russian Federation and the United Kingdom under the Budapest Memorandum on 
Security Assurances when Ukraine relinquished its nuclear weapons and joined the 
Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons; also reminds the Russian 
Federation that, together with the two other countries mentioned above, it has 
committed itself in the same act to refrain from economic coercion designed to 
subordinate to its own interest the exercise by Ukraine of the rights inherent to its 
sovereignty, and thus to secure advantages of any kind;

12. Strongly condemns Russia for preventing the team of OSCE military observers from 
entering Crimea; 

13. Is deeply concerned over the reports of Russian troops placing mines in the land bridge 
connecting the Crimean peninsula to the mainland, and calls for an independent OSCE 
investigation and verification of this grave violation; underlines, once again, the 
indivisibility and territorial integrity of Ukraine;

14. Reiterates its call for the EU institutions and the Member States to commit to a broad 
opening to Ukrainian society, in particular through an immediate agreement on a 
visa-free regime; is of the opinion that the visa fee should be drastically reduced for 
young Ukrainians with immediate effect, along with strengthened research cooperation, 
expanded youth exchanges and increased availability of scholarships;

15. Expresses its concern over the fate of at least five Ukrainian activists and journalists 
opposed to Russia’s invasion of Crimea, who have gone missing in the peninsula;

16. Recalls that under Article 73 of the Ukrainian Constitution any ‘alterations to the 
territory of Ukraine shall be resolved exclusively by an all-Ukrainian referendum’, and 
warns that the secession of Crimea on the basis of a local referendum will be deemed 
illegal; 

17. Instructs its President to forward this resolution to the Council, the Commission, the 
Vice-President of the Commission / High Representative of the Union for Foreign 
Affairs and Security Policy, the Member States, the President of Ukraine, the 
governments and parliaments of the Eastern Partnership countries and of the Russian 
Federation, the Euronest Parliamentary Assembly, and the parliamentary assemblies of 
the Council of Europe and the Organisation for Security and Cooperation in Europe.


