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	Motion for a resolution
	Amendment

	 – having regard to the Council decision of 22 October 2012 authorising the Commission to open negotiations on a framework agreement with Kosovo on participation in Union programmes,
	– having regard to the Council decision of 22 October 2012 authorising the Commission to open negotiations on a framework agreement with Kosovo1 on participation in Union programmes,

	
	_________________

1 This designation is without prejudice to positions on its status and is in line with UN Security Council resolution 1244 (1999) and the Advisory Opinion of the International Court of Justice on the unilateral declaration of independence in respect of Kosovo.
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	Motion for a resolution
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	8. Takes note that five Member States have not formally recognised Kosovo, and is of the opinion that further recognitions would help to strengthen stability in the region, to further facilitate the normalisation of relations between Serbia and Kosovo and to increase the EU’s credibility in its external policy; in this regard takes positive note of the decision of the five Member States which have not recognised Kosovo to facilitate the approval of the SAA in the Council; calls on all the Member States to do their utmost to facilitate economic, people-to-people contacts and social relations between their citizens and those of Kosovo, in the spirit of the SAA and the establishment of formal contractual relations; welcomes the submission by Kosovo of the first Economic Reform Programme, which is set to be a first step in deepening its economic dialogue with the EU;
	8. Respects the decision by any Member State not to recognise the self-proclaimed Republic of Kosovo and accepts that any state that recognises it may withdraw its recognition;
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