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	Motion for a resolution
	Amendment

	F. whereas the Council has been blocking progress in the country’s accession process partly owing to the unresolved name issue with Greece; whereas bilateral issues should not be used to obstruct the EU accession process but should be addressed in a constructive spirit as early as possible in the accession process, taking into account the principles and values of the UN and of the EU;
	F. whereas the Council has on several occasions reaffirmed the EU’s commitment under the Thessaloniki agenda and the candidate status of the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, and reiterated its unequivocal commitment to the EU accession process of the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, most recently in its conclusions of 15 December 2015; whereas open issues should be addressed in a constructive spirit as early as possible, and preferably before the opening of accession negotiations, taking into account the principles and values of the UN and of the EU;
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	Motion for a resolution
	Amendment

	G. whereas there is consensus between the Commission, the Council and Parliament that the maintenance of the positive recommendation to open accession negotiations with the country shall be conditional on the full implementation of the June/July 2015 political agreement and substantial progress in the implementation of the Urgent Reform Priorities; whereas full implementation of the political agreement would create an environment in which there is a realistic prospect of a negotiated resolution of the name issue with Greece;
	G. whereas the Council will revert to the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia after its elections on the basis of an expected update by the Commission, in line with its December 2014 conclusions; whereas full implementation of the political agreement would create an environment in which there is a realistic prospect of a negotiated resolution of the name issue with Greece;
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	Motion for a resolution
	Amendment

	5. Underlines the need to prepare the elections to the highest international standards, including ensuring free and fair election procedures and enhancing media freedom; expresses concern about the slow pace of the audit of the voters’ list and media reform; emphasises that the State Election Commission must have full capacity to conduct its work and that a methodology for the audit of the voters’ list should be agreed by all parties, with an agreed level of field checks to ensure legitimacy; underlines, moreover, the importance of all political actors respecting the results of the elections and actively taking part in parliamentary activities; notes the shared responsibility of the major political forces for the process of preparation of the elections; urges the international community to be present for election observation;
	5. Underlines the need to prepare the elections to the highest international standards, including ensuring free and fair election procedures and enhancing media freedom; regrets that the authorities have failed so far to make any progress in improving the reliability of electoral rolls in accordance with international standards and have likewise failed to make any progress with the agreed reforms on the smooth and independent functioning of the media; emphasises that the State Election Commission must have full capacity to conduct its work and that a methodology for the audit of the voters’ list should be agreed by all parties, with an agreed level of field checks to ensure legitimacy; underlines, moreover, the importance of all political actors respecting the results of the elections and actively taking part in parliamentary activities; notes the shared responsibility of the major political forces for the process of preparation of the elections; urges the international community to be present for election observation;
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	Motion for a resolution
	Amendment

	43. Notes that the country has been facing an unprecedented migratory flow, with over 500 000 persons transiting through in 2015; recognises that it has acted as a responsible partner in coping with the huge influx of migrants and refugees and in setting up effective border management measures; notes the economic burden created by this influx; calls on the Commission to enhance support for border management capacity and allow access to the relevant EU instruments and programmes; calls upon the competent authorities to avoid and refrain from any kind of actions, including violence and the use of force, which might discriminate against, and put at risk the lives of, refugees and migrants; notes that all relevant kinds of actions should be in line with EU values and principles and should respect the dignity of human beings and human life; encourages the competent authorities to enhance, with the EU’s help, reception and accommodation facilities, regional coordination and information exchange and effective border management, to extend law enforcement capacities and to combat trafficking in human beings; urges the country to do everything possible to ensure facilities for refugees and migrants, uphold humane conditions, refrain from violent pushbacks and ensure strict respect for the country’s own law and for international law on refugees and asylum; notes that the overall number of unfounded asylum applications filed in Schengen member countries has declined; recalls that special attention must be devoted to the vulnerable situation of refugee and migrant children and unaccompanied minors travelling across the country by providing them with basic services and ensuring outreach of social workers to provide appropriate protection;
	43. Notes that the country has been facing an unprecedented migratory flow, with over 600 000 persons transiting through in 2015; notes the economic responsibilities created by this situation; calls on the Commission to enhance support for reception capacity and allow access to the relevant EU instruments and programmes; calls upon the competent authorities to avoid and refrain from any kind of actions, including violence and the use of force, which might discriminate against, and put at risk the lives of, refugees and migrants; notes that all relevant kinds of actions should be in line with international law and EU values and principles and should respect the dignity of human beings and human life; encourages the competent authorities to enhance, with the EU’s help, reception and accommodation facilities, regional coordination and information exchange and effective border management, in the sense of providing and allowing for permanent and safe passage for all people in need of international protection regardless of their origin, to extend law enforcement capacities and to combat trafficking in human beings; urges the country to do everything possible to ensure facilities for refugees and migrants, uphold humane conditions, refrain from any kind of pushbacks and ensure strict respect for the country’s own law and for international law on refugees and asylum; notes that the overall number of unfounded asylum applications filed in Schengen member countries has declined; recalls that special attention must be devoted to the vulnerable situation of refugee and migrant children and unaccompanied minors travelling across the country by providing them with basic services and ensuring outreach of social workers to provide appropriate protection;
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	43a. Stresses that the country should refrain from unilateral and uncoordinated measures which have adverse effects on other countries; condemns in this context the border closure it has implemented; calls on the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia to act under international law, in a spirit of responsibility-sharing and solidarity, and to guarantee permanent and safe passage for all people in need of international protection regardless of their origin; stresses that the border closures and restrictions that have also been implemented by other EU and non-EU states are not in line with the 1951 Convention Relating to the Status of Refugees and the 1967 Protocol thereto;
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	Motion for a resolution
	Amendment

	44. Considers that EU negotiations can only positively influence efforts towards resolving bilateral disputes, while also generating momentum and leverage as regards much-needed reforms, particularly in respect of the rule of law, the independence of the judiciary and the fight against corruption, strengthening multiethnic cohesion, and safeguarding the credibility of the EU’s enlargement policy;
	44. Considers that the opening of EU negotiations requires much-needed reforms, particularly in respect of the rule of law, the independence of the judiciary and the fight against corruption, strengthening multiethnic cohesion, and good neighbourly relations and regional cooperation;
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	Motion for a resolution
	Amendment

	45. Commends the agreement with Greece on 11 confidence-building measures, mainly in the fields of education, culture, energy and internal affairs; notes that cooperation is the best confidence-building measure; welcomes as a positive sign the high-level consultations of the two Foreign Ministers in the respective capitals and the creation of a joint task force aimed at overseeing the implementation of the measures; invites both sides to build upon the outcome of these meetings and engage in further constructive discussion at a high political level, including on the implementation of the confidence-building measures, with a view to enriching bilateral cooperation and strengthening mutual trust; encourages both governments to use the momentum and take concrete steps towards further enhancing mutual trust, including with regard to the name issue; invites the Vice-President / High Representative (VP/HR) and the Commission to support the spirit of cooperation and develop new initiatives to overcome the remaining differences in line with the ruling of the International Court of Justice of 5 December 2011, in order to work, in cooperation with the two countries and the UN Special Representative, towards a mutually acceptable solution on the name issue and to report back to Parliament thereon;
	45. Commends the agreement with Greece on 11 confidence-building measures, mainly in the fields of education, culture, energy and internal affairs; notes that cooperation is the best confidence-building measure; welcomes as a positive sign the high-level consultations of the two Foreign Ministers in the respective capitals and the creation of a joint task force aimed at overseeing the implementation of the measures; invites both sides to build upon the outcome of these meetings and engage in further constructive discussion at a high political level, including on the implementation of the confidence-building measures, with a view to enriching bilateral cooperation and strengthening mutual trust; encourages both governments to use the momentum and take concrete steps towards further enhancing mutual trust, including with regard to the name issue; reiterates its full support for the UN process, which remains the key framework for a solution, as it is recognised by both parties;
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	Amendment

	50. Is of the opinion that Macedonian membership of NATO could contribute to achieving greater security and political stability in South-East Europe; hopes for accession negotiations to be opened soon;
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