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Amendment  38 

Kati Piri, Knut Fleckenstein, Victor Boştinaru 

on behalf of the S&D Group 

Alexander Graf Lambsdorff 

on behalf of the ALDE Group 

Bodil Valero, Rebecca Harms, Ska Keller, Ernest Maragall 

on behalf of the Verts/ALE Group 

 

Motion for a resolution B8-0442/2016 

Kati Piri 

on behalf of the Committee on Foreign Affairs 

2015 report on Turkey 

Motion for a resolution 

Paragraph 10 

 

Motion for a resolution Amendment 

10. Deplores the serious backsliding, over 

the past two years, on freedom of speech, 

expression and opinion both online and 

offline in Turkey, which is ranked 149th 

out of 180 countries in the latest Reporters 

Without Borders World Press Freedom 

Index; recalls that, according to the Turkish 

authorities’ own figures, Turkey is the 

country which holds the record for the 

highest number of journalists behind bars; 

reiterates that freedom of opinion, 

expression and speech, including 

independent media, are core European 

values; welcomes the release from jail of 

Can Dündar and Erdem Gül, following the 

ruling of the Constitutional Court that 

their rights had been violated; condemns 

recent statements by the President of 

Turkey against the Constitutional Court, 

recalls that they still face trial, with 

prosecutors demanding multiple life 

sentences, and calls for a thorough and 

objective investigation to be carried out 

into their allegations regarding the 

transport of weapons to Syria; calls for the 

immediate release of all jailed journalists; 

deplores the personal attacks by leading 

government officials against journalists 

10. Deplores the serious backsliding, over 

the past two years, on freedom of speech, 

expression and opinion both online and 

offline in Turkey, which is ranked 149th 

out of 180 countries in the latest Reporters 

Without Borders World Press Freedom 

Index; recalls that, according to the Turkish 

authorities’ own figures, Turkey is the 

country which holds the record for the 

highest number of journalists behind bars; 

reiterates that freedom of opinion, 

expression and speech, including 

independent media, are core European 

values; welcomes the ruling of the 

Constitutional Court that the rights of 
Can Dündar and Erdem Gül had been 

violated; recalls that they still face trial, 

with prosecutors demanding multiple life 

sentences, expresses concern about the 

decision to exclude the public for the 

whole duration of the trial, and calls for a 

thorough and objective investigation into 

the journalist’s allegations regarding the 

transport of weapons to Syria; condemns 

recent statements by the President of 

Turkey against the Constitutional Court; 

calls for the immediate release of all jailed 

journalists and encourages European 
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and opponents, and the increasingly 

authoritarian tendencies of the Turkish 

leadership; urges Turkey to act against 

intimidation of journalists in all its forms, 

in particular by investigating all physical 

attacks and threats against journalists and 

actively preventing attacks against media 

outlets, but also by defusing the tense 

political climate which creates an 

environment curtailing freedom of speech 

in the media and on the internet; 

diplomats to continue to monitor closely 

all criminal cases against journalists; 

deplores the personal attacks by leading 

government officials against journalists 

and opponents, and the increasingly 

authoritarian tendencies of the Turkish 

leadership; urges Turkey to act against 

intimidation of journalists in all its forms, 

in particular by investigating all physical 

attacks and threats against journalists and 

actively preventing attacks against media 

outlets, but also by defusing the tense 

political climate which creates an 

environment curtailing freedom of speech 

in the media and on the internet; 

Or. en 

 

 


