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B8-1004/2016 

European Parliament resolution on Philippines 

(2016/2880(RSP)) 

The European Parliament, 

 having regard to its previous resolutions on the situation in the Philippines, 

 

 having regard to the statements  of the EU Delegation and the Spokesperson the High 

Representative, 

 

 having regard to the Framework Agreement on partnership and cooperation between 

the European Union and its member states, of the one part, and the Republic of the 

Philippines, of the other part, 

 

 having regard to the EU guidelines on Human Rights, 

 

 having regard to the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR), 

 

 having regard to Rule 135 of its Rules of Procedure, 

 

A. whereas, in an attempt to fight drug-related crimes, recently elected President Rodrigo 

Duterte has ignited anti-drugs operations apparent to a real war; 

 

B. whereas he publicly stated that he will not pursue law enforcement officers and 

citizens who killed drug dealers who resisted arrest; 

 

C. whereas the Secretary General of the United Nations, Ban Ki-Moon denounced the 

series of extrajudicial killings as illegal and a breach of fundamental rights and 

freedoms; 

 

D. whereas the Philippines’ national police chief has said that more than 1000 people 

have been killed in police operations and by vigilante groups since 1 July; 

 

E. whereas the Philippine Senate and the commission on human rights have undertaken 

their own independent inquiries into the deats; 

 

F. whereas Gloria Capitan, an environmental activist opposed to the construction and 

presence of coal stockpile facilities in Lucanin was assassinated on 1 July 2016; 

 

1. Deplores the extrajudicial killings by armed forces and vigilante groups in the context of 

President Duterte’s hardline war on drugs; 

 

2. Recalls that public order is the responsibility of the State and it can be maintained without 

having recourse to violence; 

 

3. Urges the authorities to ensure in all circumstances respect for human rights and 
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fundamental freedoms in accordance with international human rights standards and 

international instruments ratified by the Philippines; 

 

4. Invites the authorities to launch an immediate investigation together with international 

partners on the extrajudicial killings by armed forces; 

 

5. Welcomes the assurances by the Filipino government that it does not condone the actions 

of vigilante groups and is investigating their responsibility in the killings; 

 

6. Insists that the fight against illegal drugs must prioritise justice, legislative reforms and 

treatment;  

 

7. Urges the authorities of the Philippines to conduct an immediate, thorough, effective and 

impartial investigation in order to identify all responsible, bring them before a civil 

competent and impartial tribunal and apply the penal sanctions provided by the law; 

 

8. Asks the authorities to take all necessary steps to put to an end any kind of harassment 

against all human rights defenders in the Philippines, recognise theirl egitimate role, and 

ensure in all circumstances that they are able to carry out their activities without any 

hindrance or fear of reprisals; 

 

9. Urges the EU to use all available instruments to assist the government of the Philippines 

in respecting its international human rights obligations, notably through the Framework 

Agreement; 

 

9. Instructs its President to forward this resolution to the VP/High Representative for CFSP, 

the governments of the Member States, the government and parliament of the Philippines, 

the government of ASEAN Member States, the United Nations High Commissioner for 

Human Rights and the Secretary-General of the United Nations. 

 

 

 


