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European Parliament resolution on tourism and transport in 2020 and beyond
(2020/2649(RSP))

The European Parliament,

– having regard to Rule 132(2) of its Rules of Procedure,

A. whereas the COVID-19 outbreak has had a very serious and negative impact on 
passenger and freight transport, including all sectors, and on the overall tourism 
economy;

B. whereas the transport sector is in need of appropriate economic support, which should 
be provided while guaranteeing accessibility and connectivity, safeguarding consumer 
rights, and reducing administrative burdens and costs for the companies involved;

C. whereas jobs throughout the entire tourism and transport sectors need to be protected, 
taking into account the impact on the financial situation of employers and employees, 
including those whose situations have become uncertain owing to the lack of turnover 
for several consecutive months;

D. whereas the recovery plan for the EU in the field of transport and tourism mainly aims 
to fund alternative infrastructure to promote greener transport;

E. whereas the Commission’s proposal to impose highly restrictive objectives that aim to 
reduce CO2 emissions in the transport of passengers and goods could harm the 
economic recovery of companies currently facing financial difficulties;

F. whereas these overly ambitious targets are already having a considerable impact on the 
automotive industry, not least given the widespread difficulties occurring in the 
domestic markets for electric vehicles;

G. whereas European airlines have seen their traffic fall by more than 80 % as a result of 
flight cancellations due to containment measures and could face the very real risk of 
financial failure in the upcoming months;

H. whereas the energy transition in the transport of goods and passengers is taking place in 
an economic context that is already greatly jeopardised by unfair competition and social 
fraud linked to the posting of workers;

I. whereas the measures taken to protect health in the light of the COVID-19 outbreak are 
important and necessary, but should be proportionate during the recovery phase;

1. Notes that there is an urgent need to allow for sectoral measures at national level in 
order to address the specific needs of professionals in the transport and tourism sectors, 
who have been particularly affected by the COVID-19 crisis;

2. Considers that the needs of small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs), stakeholders 
and workers in the transport and tourism sectors should be duly taken into account 
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through appropriate consultations, with a view to adopting specific measures tailored to 
the domestic market of each Member State;

3. Stresses that safeguarding businesses and jobs in the transport and tourism sectors is the 
cornerstone of economic and industrial competitiveness, as transport is a strategic sector 
for the Member States’ economies, especially for industry and tourism;

4. Stresses the importance of the tourism sector as a key contributor to the economic 
growth and national GDPs of the Member States; highlights the need for measures that 
safeguard both consumers and stakeholders in tourism, including tour operators and 
travel agencies;

5. Takes note of the Commission’s adoption of a communication on tourism and transport 
in 2020 and beyond (COM(2020)0550) and the Tourism and Transport Package, on 
13 May 2020;

6. Highlights the importance of mountain and coastal areas, which attract more than a third 
of all tourism businesses in Europe, many of whom are SMEs that face a variety of 
challenges; calls for beach concessions to be excluded from the scope of the revised 
Directive 2006/123/EC1;

7. Deplores the Commission’s proposed EU recovery plan and believes that the measures 
adopted so far could create even more distortions in the market, unfair competition and 
social dumping between the Member States;

8. Recalls that insisting on the European Green Deal initiative could undermine the 
economic recovery of European companies after the COVID-19 crisis and stresses that 
imposing strict climate targets on Europe could create a competitive disadvantage with 
regard to third countries;

9. Highlights the importance of guaranteeing connectivity and accessibility for people in 
all regions, particularly those in peripheral, rural, mountain, sparsely populated and 
insular areas, which are more difficult to access and involve higher transport costs;

10. Stresses the importance of clear and up-to-date information on applicable rules for 
travellers and consumers;

11. Instructs its President to forward this resolution to the Commission.

1 OJ L 376, 27.12.2006, p. 36.


