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European Parliament resolution on the anti-racism protests following the death of 
George Floyd
(2020/2685(RSP))

The European Parliament,

– having regard to Rule 132(2) of its Rules of Procedure,

A. whereas the death of George Floyd was a result of the brutality of one police officer and 
has caused an international outcry throughout North America and Europe, leading to 
riots and protests;

B. whereas the police officers responsible for his death were all immediately fired and the 
one officer directly responsible was charged with murder in the second degree and 
manslaughter, while the other arresting officers were charged with aiding and abetting 
murder;

C. whereas police brutality remains a persistent problem throughout the US and in many 
countries around the world;

D. whereas the police officers responsible for George Floyd’s death represented the 
Municipal Police Force of Minneapolis, Minnesota;

E. whereas each of the 15 500 city, county or state police departments in the US are 
responsible for screening applicants, imposing discipline and training officers; whereas 
the role, duties, organisation and authority of police forces vary from state to state, 
including in the areas of their powers, responsibilities and funding, meaning the role of 
federal government is limited;

F. whereas systemic racism in the US criminal justice system remains a critical problem 
that only US citizens of all races, religions and ethnicities can resolve collectively;

G. whereas the legitimate protests against racism and police brutality are undermined by 
the involvement of Antifa and other radical organisations that serves only to maximise 
the volatility of the protesters, provoke law enforcement and heighten the potential for 
violence;

H. whereas law enforcement in the US is highly demanding and dangerous, as officers are 
forced to contend with high crime rates, widespread access to arms and open hostility;

I. whereas rates of police lethality in the US are much higher than those in Europe; 
whereas such high rates cannot only be explained by the over-militarisation of police 
and racial prejudices; whereas policing in the US is for many reasons more dangerous 
and combat-oriented;

J. whereas Antifa and other radical leftist groups are using the protests to impose their 
radical vision of history, which is manifested in the destruction of monuments including 
those commemorating commonly recognised heroes such as Tadeusz Kościuszko or 
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Winston Churchill;

K. whereas the US is a democratic country with long traditions and well developed checks 
and balances between different institutions;

1. Strongly condemns racism, xenophobia and discrimination in all its forms;

2. Supports the right to freedom of expression and the right to peaceful protest;

3. Regrets the inexcusable loss of life and expresses its condolences to the family and 
community of George Floyd;

4. Commends the swift reaction of the Minneapolis Police Force to the incident and the 
removal from duty and charging of the four officers involved;

5. Takes note of the new proposals unveiled by President Donald Trump for police reform, 
including increased investment in police training, recruitment and community 
engagement;

6. Deplores the rioting, looting and vandalisation which broke out in the wake of the 
killing and which is currently ongoing throughout North America and Europe;

7. Notes that this tragic case is being used in the propaganda activities of the adversaries of 
the US, including China, Russia and Iran, partly with the aim of leveraging the protests 
against the US administration and its foreign policies;

8. Condemns the hijacking by Antifa and other radical organisations of legitimate protests 
and the fact that they have turned them into violent demonstrations, causing unrest and 
severe damage to property as well as putting people’s lives at risk by urging them to 
take part in mass protests in spite of the coronavirus pandemic and in clear contradiction 
of rules, regulations and the advice of health experts;

9. Underlines that any cases of police brutality must be resolved domestically by the 
appropriate authorities;

10. Recalls that this tragedy happened at a local police precinct and was quickly addressed 
by the authorities; warns, therefore, against using it for political purposes as an excuse 
to attack and condemn law enforcement as a whole;

11. Instructs its President to forward this resolution to the President of United States, the 
Members of the Congress and the Senate of the United States, the Vice-President of the 
Commission / High Representative of the Union for Foreign Affairs and Security 
Policy, the Commission, and the governments and parliaments of the Member States.


