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European Parliament resolution on the anti-racism protests following the death of 
George Floyd 
(2020/2685(RSP))

The European Parliament,

– having regard to its previous resolutions on racism, anti-Semitism and hatred against 
minorities in the world,

– having regard to the video press conference held by the Vice-President of the 
Commission / High Representative of the Union for Foreign Affairs on 2 June 2020 
following George Floyd’s death,

– having regard to the exchange of views held on 5 June 2020 on the case of George 
Floyd in its Subcommittee on Human Rights,

– having regard to the statement of the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights 
Michelle Bachelet of 28 May 2020 condemning the killing of George Floyd,

– having regard to the International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial 
Discrimination (ICERD),

– having regard to Protocol No 12 to the European Convention on Human Rights 
(ECHR),

– having regard to the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR) of 
1966,

– having regard to the Universal Declaration of Human Rights of 1948,

– having regard to Rule 132(2) of its Rules of Procedure,

A. whereas on 25 May 2020, George Floyd, an African-American man, was suspected of 
using a counterfeit USD 20 note and was subsequently arrested by police outside a shop 
in Minneapolis, Minnesota; whereas police officer Derek Chauvin kneeled on George 
Floyd’s neck for several minutes, an action that resulted in his death;

B. whereas Derek Chauvin was charged with second-degree murder and manslaughter, 
charges that carry a combined maximum sentence of 35 years; whereas three other 
police officers involved in the arrest of George Floyd were fired and face charges of 
aiding and abetting;

C. whereas this death has triggered a chain of anti-racism protests in all 50 states of the 
United States and in Washington D.C. and has spread to different parts of the globe; 
whereas demonstrators also gathered at the police station in Minneapolis where the 
officers involved in George Floyd’s arrest were based and set fire to it; whereas some 
violent clashes between the police and protestors swept across cities in the United States 
and the National Guard was deployed;
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D. whereas a CNN reporter, Omar Jimenez, and his colleagues were arrested while 
covering the Minneapolis protest and were later released following confirmation that 
they were members of the media; whereas a large number of journalists were kept from 
freely reporting about the demonstrations, despite visibly displaying their media 
credentials, and dozens were attacked by police forces, some of whom sustained serious 
injuries;

E. whereas after two weeks of continuing protests in the United States, anti-racism 
demonstrations have spread around the world; whereas in dozens of countries 
demonstrators have expressed the urgent need for justice, police reform and racial 
equality;

F. whereas the democratic international community, including the European Union, has 
firmly rejected the excessive use of force, condemned violence and racism of any kind, 
and called for all such incidents to be addressed swiftly, effectively and with full respect 
for the rule of law and human rights;

G. whereas the violence and destruction of property will not solve the problem of 
entrenched discrimination and has to be strongly denounced; whereas the protestors 
must express their demands for justice peacefully and the police and other security 
forces must refrain from further escalating the current tense situation through use of 
excessive force;

H. whereas the right to peaceful protest is enshrined in Articles 18 to 22 of the ICCPR and 
in the ECHR, and is protected by the First Amendment to the US Constitution; whereas 
countries have an obligation to respect, protect and fulfil the right to peaceful protest;

I. whereas the EU is committed to respecting freedom of expression and information, as 
well as freedom of assembly and association;

J. whereas the exercise of these freedoms, since it carries with it duties and 
responsibilities, may be subject to such formalities, conditions, restrictions or penalties 
as are prescribed by law and are necessary in a democratic society, in the interests of 
national security, territorial integrity or public safety, for the prevention of disorder or 
crime, for the protection of health or morals, for the protection of the reputation or 
rights of others, for preventing the disclosure of information received in confidence, or 
for maintaining the authority and impartiality of the judiciary, as prescribed by 
Article 10 of the ECHR;

K. whereas in accordance with Article 4(2) of the Treaty on European Union, the EU ‘shall 
respect [the Member States’] essential state functions, including ensuring the territorial 
integrity of the state, maintaining law and order and safeguarding national security’; 
whereas ‘in particular, national security remains the sole responsibility of each Member 
State’;

1. States that Black Lives Matter;

2. Rejects any kind of violence, discrimination, explicit and implicit racial bias and the 
unequal enjoyment of human and fundamental rights amounting to structural racism; 
points out that many repressed groups still face institutional and systemic forms of 
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discrimination based on their ethnic origin in areas such as access to justice, education, 
health and employment; highlights that many of these groups are the target of racist hate 
speech and hate crimes;

3. Strongly condemns the death of George Floyd and expresses its full solidarity with his 
relatives and friends; urges the American authorities to thoroughly investigate this and 
similar cases and bring those responsible to justice;

4. Recalls the right to peaceful protest of each individual as enshrined in international 
treaties and the Constitution of the United States; insists that the right to freedom of 
assembly, the right to freedom of association and the right to freedom of speech must be 
unconditionally protected all around the world;

5. Condemns the episodes of looting, arson, vandalism and destruction of public and 
private property caused by some violent demonstrators; denounces the extremist and 
anti-democratic forces which purposely misuse the peaceful protests to aggravate the 
conflicts with the intention of spreading disorder and anarchy;

6. Urges countries around the globe to effectively respond to hate crime, including the 
investigation of biased motivation for crimes based on race, nationality or ethnic origin, 
and to ensure that hate crimes against Black people and other communities are recorded, 
investigated, prosecuted and sanctioned;

7. Recalls the need to develop international anti-racism strategies that address the 
comparative situation of people from oppressed communities in areas such as education, 
housing, entrepreneurship, health, employment, policing, social services, the justice 
system and political participation and representation;

8. Calls for an end to racial and ethnic profiling in all its forms in law enforcement, crime 
prevention and counter-terrorism measures, and for the official prohibition of practices 
of unlawful discrimination and violence through anti-racism and anti-bias training for 
the authorities;

9. Notes the important role of journalists and photojournalists in reporting cases of 
disproportionate violence, and condemns all instances in which they have been 
deliberately targeted; underlines that countries have a positive obligation to safeguard 
journalists in the EU and across the globe;

10. Insists that governments must adopt and implement a domestic legal and policy 
framework for the use of force by law enforcement, and ensure that all law enforcement 
agencies fully comply with international human rights law and standards on policing, in 
particular the UN Basic Principles on the Use of Force and Firearms by Law 
Enforcement Officials;

11. Calls on the Commission to liaise closely with international actors such as the 
Organization for Security and Co-operation in Europe, the UN, the African Union and 
the Council of Europe, as well as other international partners, in order to combat racism 
at international level;

12. Condemns the fact that extremist and xenophobic political forces worldwide are 
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increasingly resorting to the distortion of historical, statistical and scientific facts and 
employ symbolism and rhetoric that echo aspects of totalitarian propaganda, including 
racism, anti-Semitism and hatred towards minorities;

13. Instructs its President to forward this resolution to the Council, the Commission, the 
Vice-President of the Commission / High Representative of the Union for Foreign 
Affairs and Security Policy, the EU Special Representative for Human Rights, US 
President Donald Trump and his administration, and the US Congress.


