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B9-0274/2020

European Parliament resolution on the situation in Belarus
(2020/2779(RSP))

The European Parliament,

– having regard to its previous resolutions on Belarus, in particular those of 4 October 
2018 on the deterioration of media freedom1, of 19 April 2018 on Belarus following the 
local elections of 18 February 20182, of 24 November 2016 on the situation in Belarus 
following the parliamentary elections of 11 September 20163 and of 8 October 2015 on 
the death penalty in Belarus4,

– having regard to the Conclusions by the President of the European Council following 
the video conference of the members of the European Council of 19 August 2020,

– having regard to the declarations by the High Representative on behalf of the European 
Union of 11 August 2020 on the presidential elections and of 11 September 2020 on the 
escalation of violence and intimidation against members of the Coordination Council,

– having regard to the statements by the High Representative/Vice-President, in particular 
those of 7 August 2020 ahead of the presidential elections and of 14 July 2020 on the 
non-registration of presidential candidates, to the joint statement by the High 
Representative/Vice-President and the Minister of Foreign Affairs of Canada of 26 
August 2020, as well as to the joint statement by the High Representative/Vice-
President and the Neighbourhood and Enlargement Commissioner of 10 August 2020 
on the presidential elections,

– having regard to the statements by the EEAS Spokesperson, in particular those of 19 
June 2020 on recent developments ahead of the presidential elections and of 18 
November 2019 on parliamentary elections in Belarus,

– having regard to the Council decision of 17 February 2020 to prolong the 2004 EU 
embargo on arms and on equipment that could be used for internal repression regarding 
Belarus5,

– having regard to the ODIHR statement of 15 July 2020 on not deploying an election 
observation mission to Belarus due to the lack of an invitation,

– having regard to Rule 132(2) of its Rules of Procedure,

A. whereas Belarus held presidential elections on 9 August 2020, the pre-election period of 
which was marked by a nationwide crackdown on peaceful protesters, civil society 

1 OJ C 11, 13.1.2020, p. 18.
2 OJ C 390, 18.11.2019, p. 100.
3 OJ C 224, 27.6.2018, p. 135.
4 OJ C 349, 17.10.2017, p. 41.
5 OJ L 45, 18.2.2020, p. 3.
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activists, bloggers and journalists, as well as severe intimidation of political activists, 
persistent obstacles to candidate registration and the formation of election commissions, 
non-registration and detention of candidates, including their campaign staff and 
supporters;

B. whereas the electoral process could not be observed by an ODIHR election observation 
mission due to the Belarusian authorities’ deliberate failure to issue a timely invitation, 
and was accompanied by a massive number of reports of gross violations of the election 
process which testify to the deliberate falsification of the results;

C. whereas the electoral campaign and presidential elections took place during the 
COVID-19 pandemic, the effects of which were consistently denied by the Belarusian 
political leadership and authorities, leading to journalists, medical staff and ordinary 
people stepping in to share crucial information about the pandemic and necessary 
precautionary measures, thereby demonstrating people’s societal engagement and the 
vitality of the Belarusian civil society;

D. whereas presidential candidates, together with campaign staff and supporters, were 
arrested on trumped-up charges, while other presidential candidates saw large numbers 
of supporting signatures for their candidacies being rejected by the Central Election 
Commission;

E. whereas election day proceeded peacefully, but was immediately followed by peaceful 
and orderly protests of an unprecedented scale and size in the capital Minsk and many 
other cities throughout the country against the gross violations of the electoral process 
and credible reports of the massive falsification of election results;

F. whereas peaceful protestors demanded new elections which should be free and fair and 
held under international election observation, claiming their right to democratic 
representation and political participation;

G. whereas, according to the official election results as reported by the Central Election 
Commission (CEC) of Belarus on 10 August, Alexander Lukashenko received 80.10 % 
of the popular vote and Svetlana Tikhanovskaya received 10.12 % with a turnout of 
84.17 %; whereas credible nation-wide reports and grassroots social media initiatives 
demonstrate large-scale electoral fraud in favour of Alexander Lukashenko; whereas the 
EU, in its Council Conclusions of 19 August 2020, rejected the official election results;

H. whereas the Belarusian authorities reacted to the legitimate and peaceful protests with 
disproportionate violence, unacceptable repression and inhumane treatment, including 
torture and sexual violence against people detained during the protests; whereas 
hundreds of peaceful protestors were beaten, thousands were arrested, and at least three 
have been killed; whereas the Belarusian authorities further attempted to stifle the 
protests through a gradual escalation of the detention of protest leaders;

I. whereas workers in Belarusian companies, including in major state-owned enterprises in 
various economic sectors, launched collective actions and established strike committees 
in support of the people’s protests against electoral fraud, violence and repression by the 
state authorities; whereas many leaders of strike committees have since been harassed, 
interrogated or arrested and several of them remain in detention;
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J. whereas a Coordination Council was established to provide a temporary institutional 
partner for a national dialogue process aimed at organising new elections that would be 
held according to international standards and under ODIHR election observation;

K. whereas several thousand people have since applied for membership of the 
Coordination Council or expressed their support to its calls for new elections, and all 
leading members of the Coordination Council have been harassed, interrogated or 
arrested; whereas ongoing harassment and threats have led leading members of the 
opposition, Svetlana Tikhanovskaya and Veronika Tsepkalo, to seek refuge in the 
European Union; whereas another leader, Maria Kalesnikova, was abducted on 8 
September by masked men in an unmarked van; whereas Nobel Prize laureate, Svetlana 
Alexievich, is the only member of the Praesidium of the Coordination Council who 
remains in Belarus and at large; whereas serious concerns regarding her safety continue 
to persist;

L. whereas on 27 August the President of the Russian Federation stated his support for the 
Belarusian authorities in their repression of legitimate civic discontent by offering the 
deployment of special police forces; whereas on 21 August Mr Lukashenko announced 
the replacement of striking and resigned journalists working in state media with Russian 
media specialists; whereas Russia, China, and Turkey were among the first states to 
congratulate Mr Lukashenko on his fraudulent election victory;

M. whereas the Belarusian authorities continue their violent crackdown on independent 
Belarusian reporters and citizen journalists and engage in deliberate attempts to hamper 
objective reporting in order to quell domestic and international concern and 
condemnation, including through the withdrawal of the press accreditation of more than 
a dozen international reporters on 29 August;

N. whereas large-scale peaceful protests continue to take place in the capital and 
throughout the country despite the numerous arrests of prominent members of the 
political opposition and the civic protest movement as well as ordinary citizens, thereby 
demonstrating the unprecedented level of discontent and mobilisation of Belarusian 
society which demands democratic rights and respect for fundamental freedoms and 
human rights as expressed by its representatives including Svetlana Tikhanovskaya and 
the other members of the Coordination Council;

1. Condemns, in the strongest possible terms, the Belarusian authorities for their violent 
repression of peaceful protests for justice, freedom and democracy in the wake of the 
fraudulent August 9 presidential elections; demands that the Belarusian authorities 
immediately stop the use of force, violence and repression against their fellow citizens 
and refrain from any actions that deviate from the inevitable path towards necessary 
dialogue between the people and their legitimate representatives, including the 
Coordination Council, civil society, authorities and the authorities’ political 
representatives;

2. Calls for the immediate and unconditional release of all political prisoners and all 
persons detained for their participation in protests against the election results or against 
the violence used by the authorities or for their expressions of support to these protests;

3. Rejects the results of the Belarusian presidential elections of 9 August and reiterates the 
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call by the Belarusian people for new, free and fair elections to take place in accordance 
with international standards and under ODIHR election observation as soon as possible;

4. Expresses its unequivocal support for the people of Belarus in their legitimate demands 
and aspirations for new free and fair elections, fundamental freedoms and human rights, 
democratic representation, political participation, honest reporting of election results, 
and an end to authoritarian repression; calls on the Commission, the VP/HR and the 
Council to provide assistance to Belarus’ democratic opposition, including the 
Coordination Council led by Svetlana Tikhanovskaya, as legitimate representatives of 
the demands of the Belarusian people, if so requested;

5. Calls for the swift and effective investigation into, and consistent prosecution of, all 
perpetrators of the unparalleled brutality against protestors, their supporters and simple 
by-standers, including all violence perpetrated by the Belarusian political authorities, 
police and special forces; expresses its alarm at credible reports of forces in civilian 
attire and masked forces in unmarked uniforms and unidentified vehicles that operate on 
Belarusian territory, taking part in internal repression and abductions; calls on the 
Belarusian and any other relevant authorities to provide factual clarity on their identity, 
role, and presence on Belarusian territory; condemns the ongoing repression of 
independent Belarusian and international journalists; calls on the Belarusian authorities 
to immediately release all illegitimately detained journalists and citizen reporters, and to 
reinstate full press accreditation to those stripped thereof; underlines the right of the 
Belarusian people to objective reporting about events taking place within their country; 
denounces the deployment of Russian media specialists to Belarusian state media;

6. Urges the Belarusian authorities to respect the country’s international commitments, in 
particular its commitments as an OSCE participating state to hold genuinely democratic 
elections and uphold the freedom of expression and peaceful assembly both in law and 
practice;

7. Underlines its strong resolve to stand firm with the people of Belarus in their fight for 
freedom, democracy and respect for human rights;

8. Expresses its appreciation for the important contribution made by the brave women of 
Belarus, led by Svetlana Tikhanovskaya, Veronika Tsepkalo and Maria Kalesnikova, 
and their supporters in voicing and representing the legitimate demands of the 
Belarusian people; notes that many Belarusians consider Svetlana Tikhanovskaya to be 
the winner of the presidential elections; underlines the crucial role played by women, 
students and young people in the ongoing grassroots political protests;

9. Notes with concern that, with the exception of Svetlana Alexievich, all members of the 
Praesidium of the Coordination Council have been illegally arrested or forced into exile; 
demands the immediate release of Maxim Znak, Maria Kalesnikova, Siarhei Dyleusky 
and Liliya Ulasova; insists that any national dialogue must take place with the full and 
unhampered participation of the Coordination Council; welcomes the protection 
extended to Svetlana Alexievich by representatives of EU Member States;

10. Acknowledges that the current protest movement in Belarus is not led by one person or 
one particular group of persons belonging to the political opposition, but is based on 
general opposition to the current regime and on the legitimate demand that the people of 
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Belarus must enjoy the same fundamental rights of democracy and freedom as all other 
citizens on the European continent;

11. Declares its fullest support to the people of Belarus who took to the streets immediately 
after the presidential elections, have not given up their protests despite despicable acts 
of violence, repression and inhumane treatment by the Belarusian authorities, and have 
continued to march on the streets of Minsk and many other cities throughout the country 
ever since the elections;

12. Notes the decisive contributions by numerous workers in state-owned enterprises in 
various economic sectors who started collective actions and established strike 
committees, thereby risking arrest, dismissal and non-renewal of short-term contracts; 
calls for respect of the fundamental rights of Belarusian workers to strike without risk of 
dismissal, arrest or other reprisals, in line with ILO Conventions 87 and 98; joins the 
expressions of solidarity from the European Trade Union Confederation and supports 
the call by the International Trade Union Confederation addressed to the International 
Labour Organisation for urgent intervention against the arrests and sentencing of leaders 
of strike committees and independent trade union activists to protect their freedom of 
assembly and association; expresses its support for the coordinating role played by the 
Belarusian Congress of Democratic Trade Unions;

13. Urges the Council and the High Representative to maintain a firm and principled 
position towards the Belarusian authorities, based on the EU’s commitment to defend 
the principles of democracy and rule of law, respect for international law, universal 
human rights and fundamental freedoms such as freedom of expression, assembly and 
association, and on decisive action against those responsible for violations of these 
principles, values and rights;

14. Calls on the Council, the Commission and the High Representative to continue to 
closely monitor the situation in Belarus with regard to fundamental freedoms and 
human rights; calls on them to seize every opportunity to urge the Belarusian authorities 
to put an immediate end to violence, repression and inhumane treatment, to release all 
political prisoners and all persons arbitrarily detained over the past months and weeks, 
to investigate and prosecute the persons responsible for electoral fraud, violence, 
repression and torture, and to hold new elections in accordance with international 
standards and under ODIHR election observation as soon as possible; calls on the 
OSCE to work with international human rights NGOs and Belarus’ independent civil 
society in documenting each individual case of human rights abuses in order to facilitate 
full future prosecution of all perpetrators;

15. Calls on the Member States and their consular offices in Belarus to support the victims 
of violence and repression and their families by granting visas for humanitarian and 
educational reasons; calls, in this respect, on the Commission to proceed swiftly with 
the effective implementation of EU financial assistance to support victims of repression 
and civil society and to mobilise greater resources for their physical, psychological and 
material support;

16. Calls on the Council to implement without delay, and in close coordination with 
international partners, broad and effective sanctions against all Belarusian perpetrators 
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of election fraud, violence and repression, in a number equivalent at least to the number 
of those de-listed from sanctions on 25 February 2016; demands that those sanctioned 
must include Alexander Lukashenko; calls on the Council to follow the example of 
several Member States neighbouring Belarus, which included Lukashenko in their 
sanctions list, in enlarging the initially proposed group of persons targeted by sanctions 
to include a substantial number of both high and middle-ranking officials as well as 
entrepreneurs known for supporting the regime or dismissing their employees for 
participation in strikes; calls on the Council to impose sanctions on any individual or 
entity responsible for external interference in Belarus; urges all members of the Council 
to prioritise the democratic rights of the Belarusian people over security concerns of a 
separate nature in their decision on the imposition of sanctions; calls on the Commission 
and the VP/HR to swiftly operationalise and implement the EU human rights sanctions 
regime;

17. Welcomes the readiness of the EU, as expressed by the VP/HR, to take further 
restrictive measures as necessary; calls on the Council, in the event that targeted 
sanctions on perpetrators of fraud, violence and repression render insufficient results, to 
consider the imposition of broader economic sanctions on Belarus, with particular 
regard to the state-owned enterprises most closely entangled with the authorities’ 
business interests; reiterates its stance that such sanctions may under no circumstances 
have an adverse effect on the people of Belarus and the development of its democratic 
civil society;

18. Calls on the Commission, the EEAS and the High Representative to review EU-Belarus 
relations and move from ‘critical engagement’ to ‘critical re-assessment’, including 
through the reassessment of the role of Belarus in the Eastern Partnership, thereby 
taking into account the following aspects: coordination with international partners, 
dialogue on necessary reforms, socio-economic support for the population, capacity-
building for civil society, continued people-to-people contacts; reaffirms its 
commitment to the full political, technical and financial support necessary to facilitate 
Belarus’ democratic political transition if so requested, including through an enhanced 
trade relationship, internationally coordinated assistance for economic reforms, and full 
support for the further development of Belarus’ independent civil society;

19. Insists that any EU financial assistance should only benefit the Belarusian people but 
not the current regime and shall contribute to alleviating the socio-economic 
consequences of the COVID-19 pandemic for the population, provide emergency 
humanitarian support to victims of violence and repression and their family members, 
strengthen civil society and nurture people-to-people contacts; urges the Commission to 
immediately cease any direct disbursement of financial support to the Belarusian 
authorities and redirect all financial support to the people of Belarus as well as 
independent journalists, NGOs and international organisations;

20. Underlines the calls by Belarusian citizens and the international community for an 
inclusive national dialogue process leading to new elections and genuinely democratic 
representation; calls on the Russian Federation to put to use its close political ties with 
the Belarusian leadership and encourage it to engage in a free, fair and inclusive 
dialogue process, ensuring full respect for the democratic rights of the Belarusian 
people under international law, with the objective of organising new elections in 
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accordance with international standards and under ODIHR election observation as soon 
as possible; strongly welcomes the proposal by the OSCE Chairperson-in-office in 
coordination with his successor to assist Belarus in organising a dialogue process, and 
also welcomes the ODIHR’s readiness to assist the Belarusian authorities in undertaking 
the urgent reforms necessary to bring Belarus’ laws and practices into line with 
international democratic standards and human rights obligations; insists that the 
Belarusian authorities accept the offer extended to them by the current and incoming 
OSCE Chairpersons-in-office; calls, therefore, on the Commission and the EEAS to 
determine jointly with the OSCE concrete assistance that the EU could lend to an 
OSCE-led mediation role, and expresses its own readiness to contribute to a future 
ODIHR election observation mission with an EP delegation;

21. Strongly rejects the ongoing interventions and external interference of Russian state and 
state-related actors, in particular in Belarusian state media and security forces; expresses 
its unwavering support for the independence, sovereignty and territorial integrity of 
Belarus and the Belarusian people; recalls that the Belarusian protests are pro-
democratic rather than geopolitical in nature; urges the Russian Federation to respect 
international law, the sovereignty of Belarus and its own appeal to abstain from any 
interference in Belarus; calls on the Russian Federation instead to support the OSCE-
initiated efforts aimed at helping Belarus respect its national and international 
obligations with regard to democracy, fundamental freedoms and human rights;

22. Calls on the Council to establish a comprehensive, effective EU-wide sanctions 
mechanism that would allow for the targeting of any individual, state and non-state 
actors, and other entities responsible for or involved in grave human rights violations, 
without any further delay;

23. Instructs its President to forward this resolution to the Vice-President of the 
Commission/ High Representative of the Union for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy, 
the Council, the Commission, the governments and parliaments of the Member States, 
the Council of Europe, the Organisation for Security and Cooperation in Europe, the 
UN High Commissioner for Human Rights, and the Belarusian authorities.


